Michigan Legisilature IWMiakes Plea.

LANSING. Mich., May 25.—The Mich-
igan Legislature formally concluded its
1915 session today. One of its last acts
was the adoption of resolutions urging
the Governor of Georgia to c¢onmute
the death sentence of l.eo M. Frank
to life imprisonment.

PETITIONS TO SAVE FRANK.

Georgia Society of New York Wants
Sentence Commuted.

Through its Board of Governors, the

Georgia Society of the State of 1.\Iew
Yoirk. Inc.. an association in MNew York
City whose membership is comnosed ex-

‘.

clugively of Georgians, the descendants
of Georgians. and persons who have been
educated in Georgia or have t'narmed a
Georgian, has zent the following state-
ment to the Prison Commission of Geor-
wia

Now that the courts have passed upoh
the Frank case and the fate of Leo M.
Frank is in the hands of the Prison Com-
miszinn and the Governor of our State,
we deem it fitting to express our Dbe-
lief that the ends of Jjustice would
he best subserved by the commuta-
tion of the sentence of death of IL.eo M.
I'rank to that of life imprisonment. We
are led to this conclusion as the result of
an examination of the facts of the case
and the circumstances of the 1trial, as
revealed in the public press. and more
particuiarly in the opinion of Justice
Holmes, and in view of a widespread sen-
timent throughout the United States in-
dicuting a general belief, that the evidence
against him was by no means conclusive.
and ithat the very horror of the crime
with which he stocod charged. must neces-
sarily have inflamed the sentiment of the
community against the accused so that the
merits of his defense may not have bheen
adequately weighed by the jury. Our rec-
ommendation is made in the hope that
during a prizon sentence, and later when
public sentiment shall have subsided, a
careful! examination of the facts may be
had to the end. that if guilty. the prisoner
shall justiy s=erve his life sentence. and if
guiltless be given an opportunity to prove
his innocence.

In stating this expresgion of our views
we heg to assure your Honorable Commis-
sjion that we are actuated by no motive
bevonid a desire that our State shall show
1a0 her sister States that Georgia adminis-
ie-r«  an impartial justice. and. while
sirictly inforcing her laws, gives to every
aveused man within her borders a due
measure of mercy, accompanied by the
hope that his innocence may be ultimately
extablished.

The fetier_is signed by P. C. Magnus,
President; Frederic- A. Williams, Vice
President; Powell Crichton, Secretary,
and Ernest E. Malcolm, Robert Adam-
son, Chester Alexander, A. N. Atkinson,
and Will Gash.
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