ANALYZES ‘MURDER NOTES’
|

Frank Didn’t Dictate Them, Says
Expert—One an After Thought. |
_8pecial to Tho New York Times. ‘

ATLANTA, Ga., QOct, T.—Attorney |
William M. Smith, who declares that
Jim Conley, his former client, and not
Leo M. Ifrank murdered Mary Phagan,
today gave to the press an analysis of

the two murder notes found beside the
murdered girl, made by Berry Benson

of Augusta, one of the leading hand-
writing ecxperts of Georgia, who has
done expert work in litigations involv-
ing forgeries. After exhaustive study
of the notes, Benson declares that there.
is not a white man, North or South,
who could have dictated the noteg witn
their typical negro lingo. |

““If Edgar Allan Poe, a genius with
his pen and a Southern man., failed in
his story of ‘ The Gold Bug' to write
properly the dialect of the Carolina
coast negro, how could a Northern man,
in the South but a few years, possibly
express negro lingo?’’ asks Benson.

'* Conley swears that these two notes
were written at the same time at
Frank’'s desk on a pad taken from his |

desk and at Franli's dictation. They
were not written about the same time.
The second note was an arterthought.
This is clear for two reasons:

'* First—Because the [irst note at its

ending is badly crowded, with the evi-
dont intent to get all in on that shect;
s0 much crowded, in fact, that the last
word ‘mo’ is written under the last
line, on the bottom edge of the sheet
and in the middle of the bottom edge.

** Becond—Because the writing in the
socond note, although undoubtedly by
the same hand, is smaller than that in
the first note.

“1 had eniarged photographis made
and then measured carefully with sur-
veyors' compasses. [ Tound tlat the
letters in the first note exceed in heignt
in the sccond note in the proportion of
120 to 100: that is, they are one-fifth
higher in elevation on the average.

" This i8 a very large difference, and
it is to be accounted for by the second
note being written later. by some inter-
val of time, than the first noto. Proo-
ably the nerves of the writer had re-
covered scmewhuat from the ftirst cx-
citement of the miurder.”’

Ehe New Jork Eimes
Published: October 8, 1914
Copyright © The New York Times




