Frank and the escape of Conley from &

' ‘ sults 1 was able to get I would con- a ;
tribute to the case. Both my wife and gigf:eeﬁoﬁ?ﬁﬁ%&bxghgeigﬁreinlﬁﬁgnggatﬁ
. I have known the Nelms girls for years, ment hé had made public.
, ’ my wife being a playmate with Eloise

from childhood.”

Mrs. Eloise Dennis and her sister,

Miss Beatrice Nelms, disappeared from

Atlanta last June. The married sister

. left Atlanta on June 10 to join Victor

Innes. Her sister Beatrice left Atlanta
two days later fo meet her In New
%rl_ea.n(.)s.l The girls Weix]-:: hea.m:ihfaonl\lI in
. . New Orleans, where they cashe ew
Attorney Smith Now Convinced York exchange for $1,000. Shortly after
) this %lh%}‘ dggappeared. aélg ad nagonal
1 ] searc or em was instituted, ones
His Negro Client Killed believed to be parts of their bodies were
found in San Antonio on Aug. 8, and on
Mary Phagan Aug. 19 Vietor E. Innes and his wife
¢ were arrested in Oregon charged with
. their murder.

. Attorney Smith sald that he did not
know of any one coaching Conley in
HAS FOUND NEW EVIDENCE the story he told on the stand. He sald
‘he believed the negro easily capable of
‘manufacturing the perversion accusa-

tion from his own imagination.
Mr. Smith had a long conference with

dNOt at Liberty Yet to Publish I, | Solicitor General Dorsey Saturday and
presented the reasons for his change of

i i \belief. The Solicitor would say nothing
but Is Confident It Will Delief. The Sollcltor O e aase. . Con

lley’s lawver, however, sald that Mr,
Solve Mys'terY- 'Dgrse,v had taiked over the case with
him and had made this remark: “1f
vou can convince me, go ahead. 1 am
ready to listen to any arguments Or

“DEATH NOTES” THE CRUX| |pew facts that may be advanced ' =

| Frank received . new
| Smith's statement this morning in the
| Tower before he had arisen. | ;

8ays Frank Didn’t Dictate Them Frank Heard on Smith's Change. |
) | “ It is unnecessary for me to say that’
I am gratified by the news,” he said.
“{ don't know exactly how much bear-:
{ng it may have on my case, for 1 have
'no information as to the cause of Mr.

and Terms Conley’s Story a

“Cunning Fabrication.”

Special to Th. New York Timea, 'Smith's change of opinion. He may
have very important evidence in his
ATLANTA, Ga., Oct. 3.—~Willlam ML possession, or he may merely have been
8mith, lawyer for “ Jim™ Conley, the impressed by the flimsy case which the
negro whose testimony convicted Leo State had against me and the much
AL, Frank of the murder of Mary Pha- stronger one that developed against.
gan, made public today a statement in Clonle{- é-lelhas. o; i::ugie. gecgl p\l:eott')y
: . close to Conley as awyer, an -
which he declared unequivocally that ably Is the only man in a position to
Conley was the real murderer. know what part of the negro’s story was
This statement supplemented one of the Itr%thdarllld Wélat Da:‘ttg-ngatl{lgcafil_gn- ¢
o . . ‘¢ a eard persis mo o)
last night in which Mr. Smith asserted this change of front on the part of
that Frank did not commit the crime. Smith for a week or ten davs. My
The girl was murdered about two years fi{st .intirnatior; of it Wﬁf ‘:gle% a fn&gt}
e s . ) ) s . of mine came to me with the news
ago in the pencil i:ax.tor} of “hlc‘h Frank a person who had been:very hostlle to
was manager. (Conley also was em- me had changed his opinion as a result
ployed there. Suspicion first fell upon of aicomlrgrsattioa iqvith "\:r Ergitb. for 1
ey ez “ 1 could no elieve it at first, ior
him. Then it was that he accused knew that Conley's lawver had assisted
Frank, declaring that the manager in obtaining my conviction, and I sup-
killed the girl and employed Conley to lc))o.aed hitml dto be s}illtof.the s%rnte Imindci
: . - thers to me of it since, bu 1a
help d:sp;se of the body. Publle fecl paid little attention to the report. since
ing ran high, and, amid great popular stories of this pature have cropped up
€xcitement in the courtroom and out- al‘x:n]g.f;t every week fo_}t‘:lthes laﬁ{_l )t'eaf:‘.
side it, Frank was convicted and .} have never seen alr. om 0 Xnow
- * . him, although I understand that he
&éntenced to d-eath. Frank is still under wag at my trial much of the time. So
séntence pending an appeal after mnany }f;iiil" 8151 )| knox;', he has faid nolthing of
cher d t ha h s change of opinion t0 my lawyers.
sid ges and counter charges on eac The first definite word came to me this
€. . morning in the information brought by
Attorney Smith says that he will be a reporter.” he had
able demons hat Frank knew Attorney Smith said that he haa Ccon-
thh:c’ ?mth trate d“‘? o S o timied his investigation of the case
ne E O e murder; that Conley's evert after it had gone to the Supreme
story, while having a background of Court and after Conlev had been con-
facts, was In its essentials a cunning ::-liCte% a}? dan acc;asgor}'. He ass%rg.gd
P . . at he had come into possession o -
fabrication; that Frank never could formation that made him belleve the
have dictated the illlterate notes found wrong man had been convicted. .
by the body of the slain'girl, and that t,“ Is itt an}:}hgng“oaf a agfggﬁte or posi-
» . ive nature, e was <ed.
Conley’s  accusation of  perversion ““ It was sufficient to convince me, and
against Frank was one of the products T believe it will appeal to others in the
of the negro's imagination which he Salll;ll? llgt};]t Whel!} 31 am ready to make it
, ' e ublie,”’ he replied. :
drew upon freely to convince the jury 'p.. Jim ** Conley., working at the Bell-
of his own innocence. The lawyer as- ( wood conviet camp, under a sentence
serts that he has believed from the first lto a ter{n o}f impridatonment a.g a.g:’ Ii%lcl:‘
‘ vy . cessory in the murder, sSeemed S ¥
th&t the death. notes found by the indifferent to the new development. He
girl’s body constituted the crux of the expressed calm surprise at the asser-
mystery, and that much of his attention tions of lLiis lawver.
had been dfrected toward them in the i
Iaﬁt fhree months. Conley Sticks to His Story.
he SRR never dictated those notes,” | 1 can't understand Mr. Smith seying
plausible story about the notes—plaus- anything like that,”” he sald. “ He was
J?leeluntél higi swg.em%nts were mgrg out here to see me only twlce since my
closely Investigated. It was regarde trial ended, and nothing he said to me
as a t ’
thet bhe lgiaslsg‘ﬁ?gél .Wr?eeg’}o?.e a{g%?;jgongg showed that he thought Mr. Frank was
;sfé g}]d it*.hat Frant}]: corrected bim and innocent. He sure always di@ make out
o m to erase the ‘s.” As a matter Hke he believed what I was telling him,
of fact, Conley added that side state- and 1 don't care what he Says now.

ment to explain away another circum- ! .
stance which probably would have been I am Innocent, and Mr. Frank is guilty.
considered very incriminating. I am tryving to be oot to get my time

Has Found New Evidence. off, and when I am all through I am
“ 1 am convinced by long study of the going to stay in Atlanta, -wvhere they

récords in the case and from new evi-' can seé me if they want to.
dence that I am not at liberty to divulge *“JI reckon with Mr. Emith ‘I;alking
at present thet Jim Conley is the real like he is the pollce will be out to see

musd A .- SNovad | me, Well, I'll tell them what I always
verer of Mary Phagan.’ I belfeved told them, and I have nothing to fear.

—— e e

sipcerely in the gulit of Frank, but my I sure am surprised at Mr. Smith, but
further investigations have convinced nothing he can say can hurt me, and 1
me that I was mistaken, and I am sure know he ain’t got anything new.

Conlev would talk oniy after persist-

that investigation by the proper author- ent questionin He show he
ities vylll prove conclusively that the traceqof anger %vhcn?a r?por%dthgteSrr}?S}
negro is the man who is the slayer. would divulge the name of the man who
b .If my opinion is to be considered or [first put the idea of Frank's alleged
tsxe Iam weizht, you cun sayv for me i perversion into his head was repeated
at am disappointed at the prema- ito him. He insisted that everything he
ture publication of my beliefs. While had told was Lhe truth; that none of it
théy have intelligent basis, 1 had hoped had been sugested by any one, and that
to amplHfy them, through assistance of he was ready to repeat his testimony
the city police, without publication. So . all over a=ain.
fer as my knowledge goes. Frank was Reuben R. Arnold. one of the attor-
'ghe first to express confidence that neys for Frank, sald that if Attorneyv
Ioﬁl rup?uce will solve the mystery,” and Smith had any Information that would
" elleve that 'this utterance can yet be be of heip to Frank, he considered that
ghowln .t? have been prophetic. With it was Smith’'s duty to make it public,
(‘e oyal and enthuslastic support of or at least to turn it over to counsel
"hief Beavers, Chief Lanford. and the for the convicted man.
}nen of the _Pohce Depgrtment._ my * Regardless of evervthing clse, a per-
tgit?hés g‘w}?.it itt?;‘i_de(;}:e calu tne sxi:bnnt%;d 1T'gn certainiy should not hesitate to tell
¢ jeneral to place o AT : an's e,
ges]:gonsibilit}' for this murdcrpwhere it } he s:;;tllt.h when a man’s life is at stake,
clongs. Leonard and Herbert Jaas. also ¢ -
‘There were several reasons for my nevs for 1’1‘!‘::11"1!{.e said ?hef ]':;%o ';‘ltfftﬂ?!r'.d
undertaking this work, and one of them more than a week ago that Conley's
was my promise to William J. Burns lawyer had been converted to a belief
and Dan S. Lehon that_ if the Burns in Frank’s innocence, but that they had
Agency would help Mrs. Nelms to locate made no further inquiry. As Smith,
her missing girls or punish their mur- aside from Solicitor General Dorsey and
derer, I would give more time 10 work * his immediate assistants, was the per-
on the Frank matter, and whatéver re- son most concerned in the conviction of
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