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MRYS. FORMBY'S STORY

Police Profess to Disbelieve | : 3 R i P
That She Talked Here About ' '
the Frank Case.

EVEN SAY SHE'S ELSEWHERE
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Prisoner Compares Hls Case with
Becker's to Show His Case l
Demands Retrial More. | .

e -, . by » O e o ..::

2 -
! ‘ o : N ; X RS RIS RNy
X L N

Special to The New York Times. [ U GEmi Rt R R

ATLANTA, Ga. Feb. 26.—The state- _ ——— I ——— - —r
ment which Mrs, Nina Formby gave 10 Capt. John K. Davis (on the PO %
Tae NEw York TIMEs yesterday, say- 'r"igk:i:) wa.s commander of R e -
ing she had been forced to make a false the Auwrora He was the first | e A ‘
affidavit against Leo M. Frank, the of the a_,.,,,{), to reach Eng-— s'h.ie' 11.:.\'7'0%:&. ;ﬁa[‘)thcta,wstow S
man convicted of the murder of Mary land 8.-1::%87' The s}vi:p retwrned. . Hobpa..r{: p'h%:nn Pt: 192\,-5“9.‘
Phagan, has proved a puzzle to the ) . or. har Aoaored jou:-wh.ey
Atlanta police. ™ to_the Amntarctic for the

Chief of Detectives Langford goes &0 _ re'hef‘ of the Two Maw son
far as to say that Mrs. Formby ne\erl gl pavties ;-'OTO'-;y o )
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gave out the confession attributed to
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her in New York. o id Pl 2
“ The idea that Mrs. Formby is the| B A5 St " 47, = O ORTRER00s
author of statements credited to her Is | f .,9,13{- . R4 5 X ZSE ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
absurd,” said Langford. ° While Mrs.. Cates s = S . SN
Formby was in New York for some iﬁ" S E }ﬁ?* £, : _ : SR
time she has not been there for the Tty Toiie e e S e e A S : e RO
past twenty-five days. She is in either EYY e e 2 ﬁéﬁﬁﬁw ' sl 3
Rome, Ga., or Chattanooga, Tenn. SIS %ﬁ“g ' P ot g A R e Sl R
** Now, Harry Latham is the person T A R L R e
who gave out those statements in New Sk ~ oik @i
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York, and he did it partly In revengei
upon the Detectlive Department, at|
whose hands he has been treated in a.‘
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manner none too pleasing to him. I am
prepared to prove that the statements
attributed to Mrs. Formby are all
.les, and that the affidavit from her
wag secured in no such manner as is
related."’

The police also asserted to-day that
the affidavit made by Mrs. Formby had
little or no bearing on the case of Frank.
The affidavit was not used at Frank's
trial. So far as the legal record goes,
Mrs. Formby does not figure in the case.

The action of the Appellate Court of
Wew York in granting a new trial to
Becker is taken by Frank as point-
ing a moral in his own case.
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““In granting a new tr.al to Becker M:

the New York court asserts certain
{pnalienable rights that should be en- ?:
<

joved by one who is a defendant at
the bar of justice, and are posit!'\'e re-
quisites to a court of justice, said
frank to-day.

* Taking into consideration the ap-

lause in and out of the courtroom, the

isses and jeers in the Judge’s and
jury’s presence, the spirit of passionate
tension pervading the courtroom, all of
which obtained at my trial, can any
fair-minded person declare that I had a
fair trial and a square deal? .

** In my case the presumption of inno-
conce in my favor was denied me. In-
stead of the rule of the presumtion of
innocence, they imposed upon me the
task of proving myself innocent, Under
the law no defendant is constrained to
do this. More than this, I had not only
to defend myself and show my lnn}c;-
cence of the charge of murder, but the . Or DOUGLAS MAWSON ~
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an
upon to defend myself against inumer-
agle other false accusations and Insinua-
tions unspeakable. And all of this con-
trary to the faw of Georgia and the
basiec laws governing humane Jjustice.

““We not alone demoiished the struct-
ure of the State's case in the murder
charge. but also if human evidence I8
worth anything at all, we proved my
innocence of that charge. But, in
addition, the prosecution rained insinul-
tions and accusations on my head,
charging me with misdeeds that I never
knew were in the realm of human ex-
perience. And all of these insinuations
without an iota of proof. except a ne-
gro’'s testimony, can any one galnsay
that the jury found the verdict, not on
the prouf of guilt of murder, but be-
cause of the unfair conditions and in-
sinuations at my trial?

‘* What evidence could be more dubi-
ous than that of Conley, which was
unsupported by a single piece of real
or physical evidence. Note his four
statements preceding the trial, three of
them under oath, and his fifth state-
ment, on the stand, giving the others
tne lHe. K

“More than that, it is manufactured
evidence and every word false. VWhen
Conley saxd something that did not fit,
‘he detectives told him it would not do
and that he had to tell a better story.
I kXnow that the people of Atlanta
will not stand for this injustice, and
that the truth will prevail.”

MRS. FORMBY HAS PROOF.

Shows Letters and Papers to Es-
.tablish Her ldentity.

Mrs. Nina Formby, who confessed
through THE TimMeEa that she had made
A, false affidavit against Leo M. Frank

conviceted of the murder of Mary Pha-
gun in Atlanta, Ga.. and later said that
cl'e was going to " stand by ' her re-
traction of the incriminating statements
agzainst Frank, laughed at the incredul-
ity shown by the Atlanta police in re-
gard to her statement.

When Mrs. Formby retracted her affi-
davit against ¥Frank in her first inter-
view with a reporter for THE TIMES,
she was informed byv the rvporter Liat
her confession would nol be published
unless she was able to idenufy herself
as the same Mrs. Nina Formby who haa
SlgIt]ed the affidavit for the Atlanta de-
tectives,

She readiliv consented to furnish all
the means of identification in her pos-
session, and quickly ran through the
drawers of the bureau in her room and
pulled out a package of letters., One
was postmarked Rome, Ga., and dated
Feb. 21, whiie apother came from At-
lanta, Ga., and was postmarked with a
February date.

Mrs. Formby' then opened one of the
letters, which was addressed to her as
“ Dear Nina.”" The two letters were
written in different hands and in differ-
ent ink and stationery. Apparently they
were not written by the same person,
but by two different individuels who
knew her address in New York. Mrs.
Formby further 1dentified herself by
glving a description of the City of At-
lanta and of Birmingham, Ala., a neigh-
boring city, where her interviewer for-
merly resided.

IWhen Mrs. Formby was seen again
vesterday by a TiMES reporter she was
willing for the reporter t{o send a de-
scription of her to the Atlanta detec-
tives, and she also gave a more detailed
account of herself during the seventeen
vears that she lived in Atlanta.

Mrs. Fornby is about 40 years old.
She is five feet seven inches tall, welghs

190 or 200 pounds. has wavy dark brown
halr, blue eves, and good teeth.

The statement made by Mrs.
Formby to THE TmeEs that she had
heen forced to give perjured testimony
against I.eo M. Frank was read yester-
dav bv Diavid Kahn, a retired whole-
sale clothing merchant of Cincinnati,
Tulsa, Okla.,, and New York. Mr.
Kahn's travels often had taken him
to Atlanta while Frank was on trial
there, and he followed the case and
became convinced of Frank's innocence.

Mr. Kahn called up THE TIMES Yes-
terday and said he was wllling to defray
the expenses of Mrs. Formby to At-
lanta and while she was there If she
would censent to go back and tell of
the influences that had been used to
perjure her earlier testimony as to her
knowledge of Frank.

Mrs. Formby repeated that detecives
had forced her to lie by plying her with
“'quor, and added that she was very
rAger to go back to Atlanta ang testify
in court to that effect. : .

“* Ever since I came here and Frank
v'ag convicted,” she said, 1 have re-
pented of my false testimony, and
wanted to rectify the wrong done. 1
don’'t want Frank to be put to death
through perjured testimony, as he would
be. My life in Atlanta unfitted me to
take up any regular occupation here,
and I had no money with Whic;t:jo
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make the trip South.”

When told of Mr. Kahn’s off
pay for her trlg{to Atlanta and her
expenses thers, rs. Formby sald she
would be willing to go there and testify.

Passed Through Ten Miles of lce.
The Captain of the United States reve-
nye cutter Seneca, now on scrvice with

the International Ice Patrol, reported
yesterday by wireless that the Fabre
liner Canada had passed through ten
miles of broKen ice In latitude 43.00 and
longitude 49.02 west. This is approxi-
mately 90 miles north of the westbound
track - gf the Atlantic steamship lnes
and the Towest ‘ice reported this scason.
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