RETRACTS EVIDENCE
THAT DOOMED FRANK

Negro Withess Swears Craven,
State’s Agent, Induced Him
to Testify Falsely.

Special to The New Yorl: Times.

ATLANTA, Ga., Feb. 21.—A sensa-
tional development in the case of l.eo
M. Frasiz, under sentence of death for
the murder of 14-year-old Mary Phagan,
came to-day when Albert McKnight, a
negro wno gave damaging evidence
against Frank at the trial, made affi-
davit that his evidence was false and
that he had been used in a ‘‘plot to
hang Frank.”

Albert Mclinight is the husband of
Mineola McKnight, who cooked for the
Frank family. His testimony regarding
Frank's conduct on the night follow-
ing the murder told heavily against
the defendant.

McKnight on the stand said that he
saw Frank the day of the murder—that
Frank came home from the factory
about 1:50 P. M., and returned with-
out eating anything. He testified also
that Mineola, his wife, who was a
gervant at the Selig home, where Frank
lived, told of ¥Frank's coming home in-
toxicated the night of the crime, and
of his telling Mrs, Frank that he was
in trouble and * didn't know why he
shoula murder a girl,’”” and that one of
the family remarked that Frank . had
been caught with a girl in the factory.

The negro in his affidavit says he
was induced to swear falsely by R. IL.
Craven, employed by Solicitor General
Dorsey to get evidence against Frank.
McKnight says in his affidavit:

"““Deponent says that he did not see
Mr. Frank at all on April 26, and that

his evidence at the trial of Mr. Frank
was the result of a plan pefected by

R. L. Craven and others to collect the
reward offered for the arrest and con-

viction of the murderer of Mary
Phagan

“ Deponent says that he told R. L.
Craven that he did not want to tell any
lies on Mr. Frank, but Mr. Craven would
tell him to go right ahead and do what
he told him to do, and that he would
get the reward, and he was weak

enough tp do as Mr. Cravex} tgid him
to do.
':Deponent says that he s

gt
g

all*the wrong: he has. dphged

"

and that he wants this Eeuad

of facts placed in the hafids™ of M If“
Z. Rosser, to be used by him with the
hope that the same can in some way
undo the great wrong he,ké was led to
d2 by the white peaple he was working
with at the store of Beck & Gregg.

“ Deponent again says that he did not
see Leo M. Frank at any time or place
on Saturday, April 26, 1913, and that
he will so testify when cailed upon at

anyv time.”

McKnight furnished the affidavit to
Capt. C. W, Burke, employed by Messrs.
Arnold and Rosser, the attorneys de-
fending Frank. Capnt. Burke says the
negro canle to him voluntarily and con-
fessed that he perjured himself at the
trial of Frank.

“Mr. Craven tried to make me think
I would get part of the reward.,”” Mec-
Knight said. *“ T didn’t really Delieve
that 1 would get any money, but I
thought that Mr. Craven would be good
to me if I =aid what he wanted me to
sav.”

“* The negro is just a common- liar,”
said Craven. ‘“ He volunteerea his
original evidence and, I think, told the
truth He has been seen by Frank's
attorneys. who are stopping at nothing
to save the neck of their client.’

Craven, who is accused by McKnight
of Dlott’mg '“to hang Frank,” is a rep-
utable citizen and employ of tne
Beck-Gregg Haraware Company. Me-
Knight worked for the same company,
and through this connection Craven
learned that the negro’'s wife cooked
for the Frank tamily.

Solicitor General Dorsey attaches littie
importance to the McKnight affidavit.
He does not care tn be quoted. but
makes it clear that, in his opinion. tlfie
affidavit was concocted to help Frank's
case.
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