BURNS COMPLETES
- HIS FRANK REPORT

Will Make It Public Early This
Week-—Expected to Pin
Crime on Conley.

WHOLE COUNTRY WATCHING

Detectlve Says He Has Found
Unanimous Sentiment for New
Trial for Frank, -~

Special to The New York Times,

ATLANTA, Ga., April d.—Detective
"William J. Burns announced this after-
noon that he expected to make public
his report on the Leo M. Frank case
Tuesday or Yednesday.

“0Of course,” he said, * something
may occur to delay the renort, but I
do not anticipate any delay. My work
on the case is practically complete and
my report will leave no question as to
the identity of Mary Phagan’s slayer.
There will not be a single ground for
the public to contradict me.”

Sentences dropped by the detective in
his interview indicated more strongly
than ever-that Burns in his report will
exonerate Frank and pin the crime upon
upon Frank’s negro accuser, Jim Con-
ley. |

“ The Phagan mystery is no longer
a mystery,” said Mr, Bumrns. * We|
have cleared it. I was confident from
the outset that we would have success.
It was no Qdifficult task, and our work
was simple—merely the following of the
criminal trend of mind, which left so
many manifestations in the Phagan
tragedy.’ .

“Do you think that Frank should
have a new trial?’ he was asked.

*“ Unquestionably he should,” was the
quick reply,

“ Because of the state of the public
mind at the time of the trial or because
of the evidence?’

“1 shouldn’t like to say anything that
would anticipate my report,” Mr.
(Bums replied. The detective to-mor-
Tow will seek conferences with Solici-

tor General Hugh M. Dorsey, Detective
Chief Newport A. Lanford and William
AL Sinith, counsel for Jim Conlev. Mr.
Smith recently issued a statement at-
tacking the detective. Mr. Burns will
g£ce Mr. Smith with a view 1o getfing a
talk with Conley.

'*1 do not expect opposition from any
of these sources.” Mr. Burns declared.
*“1 feel assured that thev wiil give me
full co-operation, and that there will be
nothing hostile In their attitude toward
mne, il iS$ not necessary for me ro see
Conley, but I want to see him before I
make my report. I have merely sought
to get at-ithe truth of this case, and 1 do
not see that public officers should pro-
test against assisting me in unearthing
the truth. 1 do not think Solicitor Dor-
g}y is the kind of man who would bueck

gainst co-operation with me.”

Mr, Burns has just returned from a
journey to New York, Philadelphia.
Xansas City, Mo., and Chicago, in all
which cities he worked on phases of
the Frank case. -

“Did you find any material wit-
nesses? ” he was asked.

“ I wouldn't say I found material wit-
nesses,’’ he replied, * but I did get ma-
terial information. As I have always
said. the solution of the case is right
in Atlanta, but the information I ob-
tained is valuable.”

Mr. Burns seemed surprised at the
greut interest rianifested in the case ut !
the various places he visited. The
Taoves in the case, he said, were being
followed with interest throughout the
whoie country. He said sentiment was!
unanimous that ¥Frank should have 4.
new trinl.  Mr. Burns said he was
asked everywhers about the charges of
race prejudice and *‘ frome-up ' work
by detectives.

“1T had to explain over aad over
egain,”” he said, * that the public ex-
citemeni was cavsed hy the atrocity of
the crime und the fact that preceding
crimes had gone unpunished. I declared
again and again that the indignation
nas an evidence of a2 pullic conscience.
which was aroused by the nature of
the r~~ime

' Peopie I talked with in Chicago were
horritied that a man on trial for his
life could be so vilified in a conrt room
and in the rumor that was widespread
before the trial—vilified to = degree
that made his convictlon on 2 charge
of murder virtually a2 certainty. Be-
cause I cleared up this phase of the
case I probably was understood *here
to have declared Frank inrocent.”

FILLS DR. PRICE’S PULPIT.

Dr. G. A. MacDonald in Place of
Pastor Who Is on Trial.

An unusually large congregation at-
tended the morning service vesterday
at the Washington Heights Methodist
Episcopal Church, of which the pastor
is the Rev. Dr. Jacob E. Price, who is
being tried by an Ecclesiastical Court
on a charge of *“ unministerial con-
duct,”  Dr. Price himself was not
present.  His place in the pulpit was
taken by the Rev. Dr. G. A. MacDon-
ald, of Grace Metnodist Church, New-
burg, N. Y. Dr. MacDonald did not

mention Dr. Price in his sermon. His
subject was * Great Battles and Great
Victories."”

“** There is, I dare say, not a person
in this congregation who has not the
thorn in the flesh and you are better
men and women because of it,” he said.
‘“It is our weakness that helps to make
us strong, that gives us sympathy for
our fellow bheings, none of whom is
perfect.”

JE. B. Treat, 2 publisher at 241 West
Twenty-third Street, who testified in
favor of Dr. Price at Saturday’'s session
of the court, said after the service that
the congregation would take no action
until after the verdict of the court had
been made public.

“'The congregation gave Dr. Price a
vote of confidence when the charges
asgainst him were first preferred andg
that confidence still holds,” he said.

The Eczlesiastical Court will meet for
the third day of the trial this mornming
at the JMetropolitan Temple. Seventh
Avenue and 'Thirteenth Street. Wit-
nesses for both sides will be heard and
it is expected a verdict will be reached
before night.

BARNES ON THE ELECTION.

Republicans Should Vote “According
to Their Individual Belief,” He Says.

William Barnes, Chairman of the Re-
publican State Committee, issued a
statement yesterday giving the Republi-
can position on the special election to-
morrow. Mr., Barnes says:

“The voters of the State wiil be
cilled upon to-morrow to determine
whether it is their judgment that dele-
gates to a constitutional cenvention to
revise the Constitution of the Siate of
~New York, shall be elected in the Fall
of this year.

*“Under the Constitution as it stands,
this question will be submitted to the
voters automatieally in the Fall of 1921,
‘and if then voted vpon in the affirma-
tive, delegates will be elected in 19017,
at a time when there is no election
.pending for State officers, except mewn-

rs of the Assembly. .

**Inquiry has been made regarding the
Republican position on this matter. The
Republican convention of 1912 declared

v in favor of submitting the question of
a constitutional convention in 1918. This
the Democratic Legisiature refused to
do, but called ‘for a special election to
.;‘pass upon the question, which wili be
held to-morrow. :

*‘ As the Republicans did not declare
In favor of the holding of a convention,
but in favor of the submission of the
‘question, it is clear that Republicans
to-morrow should follow their own
judgment and vote “ Yes’ or *“No,” in
accordance with their own individual
belief as to the wisdom of holding a
constitutional convention at this time,
‘or-of: waiting until 1017.” - SRR
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