BURND SAYS FRANK
WILL NOT HANG

co < — -y

Quoted in Chicago as Saying He
Knows the Real Siayer of
Mary Phagan.

TELLS OF WORK ON CASE

Did Not Start to e«Estabtlish [nno-
cence of Ac¢cused Man, but to Es-
tablish ldentity of Murderer.

- — -

CHICAGO, April 4.—The Tribune will|

print to-morrow this statcment on the
Leo M. Froanlk cuse:

““ Detective William J. Burns told a
reporter for ‘The Uribune to-night that
he knows who killed Mary I“hagan, the
Arlanta factory girl. Alr. Burns says
he will reveal the identity of the slayer
W the Atlanta authorvities Moaday.

“Alaiy Phagan was nurdered in o
pcenell factory at Atlanta almost @ year
sge Several weeks later 1eo M. Frank,
a Jew. Superintendéemt gf the pencil
1actery, way arrested and charged with
the crime. HMHe was tried and con-
victed. The Supreme Court upheld the
"decision and TFrank was condenned to
"die April 17

¢« 1 did not talke the job to preve the
innocenca of Franls,” declared Mr. Buris.
4T made it understood that my duty
ywwas to find the murdercr, whoever he
should be. Well, I beguan to investigute.

I had been in Allanta but a few hours

when f realized that the “mystery’” was
| ot @ mystery.
|| “* “The racks of the siayer are as plain
|
|

as day. There 18 and never was any
inystery apovut the casc. It required
but a litile investigation to fasten the
erime on a certain man in Atlanta. e,
is under surveillance uand his convie-
' tion is certain. . |
| ** ‘1 make ho positive stand about the
'guilt or innocence o0f Leo M. TFrank.
' I am not supposed to reveal the resuits
of my investigation until I make 1y
report to the authorities. In my opine
fon l.eon M. IFrank will not die on
April 17

- e+ cCrimes like the murder of 2XIary
' Phagan are not natural crimes. %he
rotives in this case are clear. It waxn
"upon this bhasis that I made my inves-

igatiod. r

‘*The crline was not the result of
- zreed, love, hate, or desperation. A
man commnits murder for somsa reason,
—either premeditution or natural. There !
wis none of these eclements in this!
crime. Therefore I coucluded that an
abnormual reason nrompted the murder
of tkis girl. This was clear, so X
looked for w pervert.

. -1 tfound him. I traced his actions
on that day. I (astened the crimie, in
ey opinion, on this man. Then I set
about to prove my theories. Now T |
have established iny theories into facts.
It waus an easy matter to discover the
nersous addicted to abnormatities. They |
can't get away from it. Something in
their iuanner betrays it, whether they
"are millionaires, tramps, lawyers, or |
business men. _ ;

“Adter rounding up versons piaced in
this class I discovered the man 1 wus
looking for by « process of elimination.
Then later Iinvestigations proved my
theories beyond doubt.

“ ¢ The mun cannot escape. The people
o?f Allanta will realize their awftul iis-
take when T lay the evidence bhefore
them. Tt will cause a shake-up in the
Pelice Depurtmment.

“*Sueli & blunder 4s they have maodo
of the case is excusable, because the
peonle of Atlauta clumored for the con-
viction of Trank., Stories of his per-
version weye rife. It was my first duty
to disprove thesze stories of Frank's at-
‘leged perversion. The gutharities start-
et might, but they couldn’t keep thelr
. feet on the ground.
| *“*Theyx used the Police Departinent
but very) little common sense. Connnon
 fense beats dictographs and  finger |
| prints,  Elemental fasts ave ths {irst:
Lessentials, and then investigations zlong |
commo!n sense lines are the tnings that
count.  Apply this rule 0 such cases
and tiic. mystery is  found to be no
nmystery after all. Just g clear case,
with everything polnting to a real mur- -
derer.” - .

|

!

|

! SIr, Burns was extensively quoted in
,tne Chicaugu papers yesterday afternoon
fas saying that he had found Mary Pha- |
- gan's murderer, who was still at large,
i but under surveillance, thus implying:
'"that o third person, and not either
'¥Frank or the negro, Conley, was the-
cnnirderer.

i Tee Tives received early this mmorning
{ this telegram from AMr. Burns, who is
i ol the way frown Chicago to Atlanta:

\ DANVILLE, 1., Aprilt 4T never
I made any such statement.

i WWITLIL,TADM J. BURNS.
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