{Had Perfect Organization, with
a Leader Whose Word
Was Law.

3
SENT SCOUTS IN ADVANCE

Studied Prison  Surroundings
and Planned Lynching “Like
a Business Undertaking."

Epeciol.ta The New Fork Témea,
ATLANTA, Gu.,. mrﬂ.-—Hnw the
lynching. of. Thp M. ‘Frank was planned
and nam:tnd waa [rankly rmrullul this
afternoon h:f a buslnéess man of Har!-
etlz, who branded the act a8 a- plece

of justica tardlly but afl.'lcientlr ad-
minlstered. He sald:

*“The publle will never know the
Identity of the twenty-fiva brave and
loyal mwn whe took Into their own
hands the executlon of a law that had
{been stripped from them by Governor
|Slaton. I would not advise inquisititiva
'nuthorities or persons to tr¥ o0 reavel
"them. They are ns zealously banded
togoether now and as relentlegs as at the
moment they invaded the 8tate Prison."

This man knew of the movements of
tha lynching clansmen, of thelr organiza-
tion, of thelr plans and of thalr pains-
Laking syatem of advance preparations,
Ho would nelther admit nor deny that
ho was a member of the mob,’

*“The men who bdnged Leo Frank,*
he continued, " did not go about it with
& spirit of lawlessness or vindictive-
ness. They felt {t'a duty, a duty to
thelr State and Commonwealth, a duty
to the memory of Mary Phagan, whom
ill Cobb County loved and whose mems
ory Ia cherished In overy household In
the hills you see oyer there to the west.

" They would have lynched him' mors
than a month ago if some one hadn't.
got careless and permitted a ‘leak.' |




Governor Harrls wns apprised of the
plang and ordered the militla to be In
readlness. That was the doy when tha
county pollece were scouting In the edge
of Fulton and Cobb Countles, on the
lookout for automoblles from Marjetta.
Governor Harris and the milltary au-
thorities ne doubt received widespread
censure for this apparently unnecessary
action, but If tHe truth were known it
gave Leo Frank at least one mdnth of

grace he would not bhave recelved from
the hands of the men who were about to
go to Milledgeville for him. '

Lynching Long Contemplated.

“ Ever slnco the cay Governor Slaton
commuted the sentence of Frank this
morning's work has been under con-
sideration. Minute and definite plans
were drawn, and there was not a miss-
ing thread from the fabric of the per-
fected schemo whnen the twenty-flve
men epet out ecarly loast nlght .on thelr
journey to Milieagevilie.

* Mestings were nerd I & apot 80 con-

splcupus that you Would be -astonishea
to hear Its name called. A leader was
chosen, a man who béears as reputable o
nivme a8 you would ever hear in a law-
ful community. He was a man re-
gyectod and honored.

“The chosen twenty-five, (although
thls  wasn't the enture number avall-
able,) were men whosSe worth was
known collectively and individually. 1
doubt whether you would find anywhere
u body of patriots more loyal, faithful,
vioedlent, and determined. ey wWere re-
sclved to bear whatever urdeans arose
a4 though it fell upon individual should-
ers and to go through with Lheir plans
at any cost. They were buslnesa-llke as
well as determined, . ‘

** A8 In business ventures, ther would
not go Into iL, without {irst EKnowing
every lay of the ground apd every de-
tall so far an could be foreseen. The
buslness of getting the men wae the
first undertaking. There was a great
deal of eifting and wesding. .

“1 have learned from my father's
lips, and from thoge of my varlous kin
who served in the reconstruction days,
the modea and methode of the Ku
Klux, but even that noble instltution,
fo:r perfection of organization, deters
mination, and daring could not equal
this modern explolt, done In the In-
‘tereat of a justice of which we had
iater.rn denled by the man wé put in of-

ce., ’

*In tho first place, the orgunixition
of the body who lynthed Frank -wus
more open than mysterious, It was
more on the order of a plain, ?ipe“"nd"
-shut business proposition. he pur-

posa of tho Ku Hluxr was mord to over-
awe-and frighten than anything elee




i'T'hE determination of ithe . W
hrought retribution {o: 1ha ry o
lB.an:.- Phazan was of gl vindication
ieven If at extreme perdl, TR

' . Svouts Studied the Ground. -

When the business of organizution was
finished Lhe next objectewas to acqualint
themselves fully with mllm]'itlnnn and
contingencies in Milledgeville, the first
seat of actlidy. Advanlee men wewsg sent
_to the scenc, :j‘t:-.-:-_-h?r ent in autemobiles®
Sthat they - might famtilarize lhemselves
‘with the ropds and drew mapgsof"them,
In Milledgexilld they: mnde. thorough ob-:
servation of the pitvon grounds, _tuuk_
into contemplation the barbed wire en--
tunglements, and madde hemselves ae-
~quainted with: the telédgraph and- tele--
phone connections. - - - 5

* The plins. were pesfect when, the,
hour came 1o, #trike.” ‘Twa. men were
gent in advance of the main hody. They”
“wore. 10 reconnoiter catud - 1o gover - Lele- .
Pgraphic and  telephonic  conumunication
cwith  the  outside  werld x=o0- that  the
P Milegaevithe autioritas eotas nol notlis
other towns 0 intervept them as they .
| enrriedt Frunk te dhe pluce selected us,
the dcené of his death. - - .

* Early vn Monday night the autome-
bilea assigned to the Journey were sent
along their respective rottes to pick up
the chosen men. Their wives In most
enses were not sawnre of their departurm.,
The automobiles went quietly tg the
houwrey, signals weére given, and tha men
Joined them. . . ‘e -

“When they returned to their beds I
| the brrenk of Tuesday dawn jt is doubl-
ful if any members of . their households
knew that they had been absenl after
midnight. It won't Jhe ?Iussiluln {o dls-
close the ldentitles of the twenty«five,
even Lhrough their wives or children,

“The men proceeded to Milledgeville.
In individunl {ashion, never proupesd un-
til they reached tine ouskirts of the
town. ‘I'hey Look cirenitous routes so #s
{o-avold the larger towns. Approaciling
i Milledgeville & ear was cert ahead tu
inform the advince men who were L0
cut off communication. -

“ Jvery man was (mily armerd and had
it come Lo a guesticn of a flght, there
wasn't one anmong them who wouldn't
have give his own iiv's. blood before
‘he would have aurrendered, .

“ It was originaliv plnuned to carry
Frank to the eemetery-in which Mary
FPhagew's hody Is baried, but daybreak
overtook his captors, They were speed-
ing over the vond that leads to Marietta
in the neighborhood of Mary's birth-
place when the sun rose. There was
mueh discussion bver the proposal to
hold the lynehing in the Frey nelghbor-
hood, . the more daring members of the
‘elnn wishing to cavrey ‘out’ their first
| plans, .and continue beldly to the grave
‘| of Frank's vietim, but i word from thelr
leader silenced oll epposition and Mary
hagan’'s deitthe was vindieated in the
qame grove where ghie used 1o play when
a barefoot girl, ‘long before she ever
dreametd of zoing to worl in the peneil
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