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CURRENT N EFFET
ON DAY OF TRAGEDY

Report That Elevator in Pencil
Factory Was Not Running
Proves Groundless,

Followlng a wldely-prevalent rumor
that Leo Frank's defenses will strive to
Pprove that the current was shut off
from the penecll factury plant opn the
day Mary Phagan was slaln, and that,
for this reason, James Conlcy could
Tot have lowered the glirl's body to
the basement on the electrically-
driven elevator as he claims in  his
confesslon, 1t was ostablished conclu-
sively last night that the CGeorgla
Rallway and Power company’s electrie
service was In effect on the tragedy
day.

This statement was madn to a Con-
stitution reporter by 8. Arthur Red-
ding, general superintendent of the
department of electricity of the local
pPower concern. Mr. Redding investi-
gated hils reports of the murder date
to ascertain whether or not the power
was running into the pencil factory
bullding on Aprhl 26, revealing that
the service was effective.

A ramor was circulated Friday that
an affidavit had been secured by the
defense to the effeot that the current
was shut off from the entire bullding
on the day of the murder. Luther 7.
Rosser, Frank's attorney, declared to
a reparter fur The Canstitution that
he knew pothing of such a document's
existence. He would not deny, how-
over, that an affidavit of that nature
had bheen obtained. He only sald that

word of its existence was “news to
him.”

Shut Off From Inslde.
Superintendent Redding sald it was
probable that the current was shut
uff trom the inside of the plant, as s
usual In all factories employing elec-
tric power. In this case, however, he
declared that to turn on tho power ra-
quired only the plugging of an indi-
vidual switch, which would have been‘
a fixture of the plant’s, not the power
company's. ‘

Negro Sticka to Story, ‘

Conley, when informed of the ru-
mored affidavyt, strongly maintained,
the detectives ‘who questioned him say,
that he did operate the glevatdr
to carry down the girl’s body, and that|
Frank drove it on the return trip. Fur-,
thermore, he 1s said to have declared |
the power company Wwag not aucus-
tomed to shutting down the current on,
holidays, -

Another startling rumor gained head- !
way Friday, {n which A. 8. Colyar, the.
sensational figure - in the dictagraph
charges, was sald to have an-!
nounced his possession of a sworn con-
fession from the negro Conley, and:
that he had told Sheriff Mangum of ]|
ft. ‘The rumor had it that Conley had.
admitted to Colyar that he murdered .
the girl :

Chiof l.anford hranded the story as
a total falsehood. He had heard it
on Thursday night, he said, and im-
mediately had ordered Conley brought
to hig office for examination. The
nexro, says tin chief, told him emphat-
jcally that he had never latimated any-
thing relative to having slain the glirl,
and that he made no sworn statements
other than those In hands of tho de-
tectives.

Furthermore, the chief declares, Con-
ley avowasd he had never seenor heard
of Colyar oxcept through what he had
read of him in the newspapers. Also,
in a telephone conversation with Col-
yar, Lanford declares Colyar denied

having made the reported atatement,
and said that he had never even seen
the negro sweeper, much less talked
with him.

Has Negro Cook Disappeared?

he report prevalled at police head-
quarters Friday that Minola McKnight,
the servant girl in the Frank house-
hold, had mysteriously disappeared,
and that no trace of her could be
found. Investigation at the Frank
home, 68 l12ast GeOrgla avenue, ro-
vealod, it is sald, that sho was thers
no longer, Neither g she reported to
be at her home on Pulllam strest.

Her attorney, Qeorge QGordon, re-
fuseg to talk of his cllent or of her
whereabouts. Nefther will he 8peak
of his connectlon with the case. He
has admitted, herotofore, however, that
he ja counsel for the woman who re.
cently made-such a startling affidavit
which she denled almost twenty-féur
hours after it had been In the hands
of the soliolfor goneral.
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