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I[Heckler Questions Slaton
- Concerning Leo Frank Case

¥au in the ere with a conscience at

GAINESVILLE, Ga. July 15—
SfF)—Answering & question from the
flaoz, former Governar John M. Sle-
ton departed from the text of 2 po-
litieal address here Tuesday night to
il & Hall counts pudienee that he
enmmuted the death sentence of Leo
Frank 17 Sears aza as a matter of
duty imposged by the coustitution and
the Jaw,

“I hase neither repvet fo express
nor ayology 1o offer” Le said. 1
merely discharged the duty imposed
upon me by the censtitution and laws
secording to my honest opinius, and
if 1 had not done vo 1 vould not fave
retaized my kel-respect nor have been
entitled to the respect of others.

The Frank ease was oae of the
st sensationa! jn the Dbistery of
Georgia courte, The mun, accused of
murder of o young white girl in At-
1ants, was sentenced to death, 1he xen-
tence wos npheld in she highest eourts,
and Gosernor Sluten eommuted the
senfence. later the man was faken
from the siate prison, brought to a
point mear Atlanta and lyneked. The
zasernor calied nut state treaps 16 re-
store order,

Slaton said the Iist of recommenda-
tians for commutation inchuled one
from the trial judge, and added: i

“Aftar the judge had recommended
to me commulation, on the ground:
that he doubted Frank's suilt, T rould |
unt nerogate to myself that sehieh e
tongs tn Ged alene, to Jook into the!
heart of n sei(-confessed nud {me{er\i
liaz and tll when he was Iying and
when spesking the troth.

“Thers i5 no rase known e me
where any governar toak npon hime
anif {he responsibility of baviog a man
sxeented when the trinl judge urged
commutation.”

Kass Conley Had ODporfunhy.

The eiccumstances_were such. Sla-
ton xsid, “that guilt Jay between
¥rank and n nepro named Conles.
Roth of these pariies bad equal op-
portusity to commit the erime.

“Tka priee character and reputa-
tion of Conley was extremeiy bad. He
wak # gronkerd of a low and brotal
(xpe who vame of & vicious apd coim-
inatly inclined family jo Fike counts.
€onles i now serving & 20-year seu-
tenee for hurglary in (ha.mght tmxg;
being cnught red-Banded in the act.

Slaton recalled that in mddition fo
the tria! judge's recommendation for
vemmntation, (w0 supreme eourt jus-
tices urged 8 pew trial, two justiees
of ihe United States supreme court,
ineluding the present chief Justice,
held that Frank did mot have a fair
teiad, and Judge 1. E, Patterson, of
the Georgia prison ronunission, con-
tendrsd Frank way innocent.

“After the mast eareln] and painse

taking examination of all the evidence |-

T had so much doubt of the guilt of
Frank that I felt it my duty both to
God s
tenwe,” Slaton said. -

“The guestion was brought up by
Turver Quillian, Hall eaunty eitizen,
wlho told Siaton he had “heard argond
desl of eriticism of your metion in

the case)

“Path of Yuly Not Always Ersy.”

*Ehe path of duty is not always
raes.” Slaton sald, “If 1 hed Bbeen
willing to listen to those whe advised
me to play politics about this matter
of life and death I might have aveided
prejudice and enwmities and misrepre-
sentution, but I would have been un-
worthy to stand hefore you and laok
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il mmam to commute the sen- .

rest as fodar.”

Siaton recalled another  clemency
rase befors resuming his regular ade
dress, tolling of his refusal in 1014,
while he weg a condidate for the sen-
ate, to commute the death sentenves
of twa Cantrell brothers charged with
murder. He raid he spole in Gaives-
sille on *fucsdsy and at that time a
fiotition sizned by 1,500 residents of
that section, esking for clemeney, wos
presented to bi He said he disre-
famded l{w_ petition, the men wera
barnged Iriday, and the clection was
held the following Tuesday,

He said lie expected tn Jose Hall,
Hubersham and  Lumpkin - counties
then on arcount af hix getien, but!
that the men’s il was certain and
the “pamer of executive demency is§
aoL politieal” - '




