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Mob Law Is Condefmned
In Statement by Harris
On Leo Frank Lynching

Goverrlor Declares That He
Will Do Everything in His
Power to Bring the Guilty
Parties to Justice.

BY CUTTING THE WIRES
' MOB PREVENTED ACTION
BY STATE AUTHORITIES

Governor Declares That
Under Present Conditions
It Would Have Been Im-
possible to Have Prevent-
ed Mob From Getting Leo
Frank.

After a conference with the prison
commission yesterday at noon, Gover-
nor Harris last night issued a state-
ment to the press upon the Frank
lynching, in swhich stastment he ex-
pressed his deep regret at the occur-
rence and set forth that although all
Ipreparntlons had been made against
such gn attack, It was impossible to
put the protective plans into execution
and stop the work of the mob because
wire communtcation, had been cut be-
tween the state prison farm and the

outside world. |

He cited an incident of several weeks
ago, whén the prison authorities were
apprised of plans to take Frank from
the prison and these plans were thwart-
ed by; the same precautions which were
made unavailable on the night of the
successful attempt by lack of wire
communication.

Governor's Statement,

Governor Harris’ statement s in full
as follows:

“In view of the great interest felt
in all matters concerning the lynch-
ing of the prisoner Frank, I have
thought it well to make a statement to
the public, explaining, asfar as I can,
the facts that led up to the transac-
tion, and the situation that made it
possible. i

“Under the laws of Georgla, all able-
i bodied male convicts are sentenced and
;' worked on the chaingangs of the dif-
ferent counties, or the public works of
the state.

“There {8 a state farm at Milledge-
ville, primarily Intended for the brok-
en down convicts; those who are sick-
ly and unable to do service on ihe
roads; for all female convicts, and for
all boys not over 16 years of age.

“The prison commission may direct
some convicts sent to the farm whose
services can be utilized in the office
or do other work on the farm, but'
generally these convicts are kept upon
the roads of the several counties, as
long as they are able to perform'the
work required of them. . Sometimes the
trial judge sentences a prisoner to the
state farm, in order to avoid hardships
of the county chalngang, This can
be done by the presiding judge.-

“There are some ecight hundred pris-
oners on the state farm, counting the
women, boys and other prisoners

"When Mr. I'rank's sentence was
commuted by Governor Slaton to life
imprisonment, he was sent to the state
farm for the purpose of being delivered
to the prison commission at that point
He could have been sent by the com-"
mission to one of the county chain-»}
gangs of the state, or put to.work lnl
the prison, in the discretion of thel
commission, !

Actlon Not Safe.

“The excitement which attended his
entrance in the prison was such that
no disposition that would 8end him
away from it seemed safe or advisable
As after events have shown, there wné
reallv no gang in Georgia where he
would have been secure. He was kept
at work, therefore, in the prison as
other prizoners, awaiting any other Qis-
position that might be found advisable

“The state peritentiary, as it is ca!l:
ed, was never built with the idea of
preventing an attack from the out-
side,

“Any determined body of men w
be able to effeot an entrance, if“gtlx’gg
an attempt wag decided upon.

“There was no stockade around the
prison; only a wire fence. It was
Tfound cut at the time of the attack
and could have casily been penetrated
«t any point.

“The vast bullding was full of win.
dows, both In the basement and main
story. It was lke a dormitory; one
great sleeping apartment, the prison.
ers working out upon the farm in day
and occupying the sleeping dormitory
at night.  The cots stood side by side
in easy proximity. This method of
taking care of the prisoners at night
. has been found to be the healthiest in
the south.

Snld 4 Was Wronox.”

: “When I asked the legislature at‘
:ltheir recent sesslon to appropriate |
‘Jmoney to be used in building separate
‘tcells for the prison farm, some news-
‘| papers took up the matter, and con-
'} tended with much force, that I was en-
[ tirely wrong.

“In my consultation with the prison
commtission over Mr. Frank, we felt and
‘[thought of the need of more- guards,
more wardens. But the idea was that
these were needed to prevent his fellow
‘| prisoners from hurting him, I felt

that there was too much exposure in

Continued on Last Page.—
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letting the prisoners all sleep together
in the same great room, but the out-
side attack was not thought of In this.
Such danger was thought to be very
small after the first month. It was
believed that, if a prison guard could
hold an attacking party in check long
encugh to get word to the authorities,
the prisoners could be protected. The
countg authorities wers close at hand,
and there was_one of the best mihitary
companies in the state within two miles
of the prison. This -company, with
the militia in Macon, had been direct-
ed by the adjutant general to keep in
readiness for immediate service, I call-

on.

“he complete secrecy of the move-
ment, the careful preparatlon of every
detall, the cutting of the tele?hone
and telegraph wires, thus complately
isolating the prison from tht outsaide
world, prevented any expected  assist-
ance, and enabled the attack to, suc-
e

“There i8 no provision of law for
keeping a military guard over the state
farm. This would be impossible un-
der our existing statute, as the gov-
ernor cannot use the military unless
the eivil authorities first request it

“Under our constitution ine civil 2u-
thority is the superior to the mili-
tary, and martial law must be declared
before the soldiers can take charge. .

Must Consult Auihorities.

“I would have called cut the militia
' to prevent an invasion of the state’s
property, but even in such a case it is
- considered n ry to 1t the
_e¢ivil authorities first, and simply use
the militia to atd them.

“Some four weeks age I reéceived an
| alarm in_the form of a secret message

 to the effect that a moh intended to
' storm the prison and lynch Frank on a
| certain night. I at once telephoned the
 authoritles in charge, Including the
. prison commlssion, the warden at the
| state farm, the sheriff of Baldwin
county, and Captaln Ennls, of the Bald-
win Rifies. I secured the proper re-
quest- from the military aut.hpritles,
and immediately had Genera!l Nash to
get in readiness to handle any local
situation that might arise, and Cap-
} tain Enuis was directed to call his men
to the Armory, prepared to go to the
| farm at once. The Macon milliary was
- alsg put under arms, ! i
“Iror this cougse 1 incurred consid-
erable censure, for the alarm seemcd
to be entirely unfounded, and the %mm
ple most concerned felt that I had done
{hem an injustice, even threatening to
call an indignation meeting to protest
' against the course I had adopted.
“It has come to light singe the result
of Monday night's work that my
action In this matter delayed
the prisoner for a
month, as the .mob, comlng{lin a few
miles of Milledgeville, and, hearing ol
the preparation, declded to postpone
the attack.

prompt
the lynching of

“On Monday night the militia would
have been cailed out had the request
been made in-time. It seems that the
mob went Lo the prison st about 10
o'clock in the night. I snew nothing
"of the occurrence until about 1:45
Tuesday morning, when I was called
over the telephone by & Constitution
reporter, who stated to me that a ‘mob
had taken ¥rank from the prison and
Iynched Tilm some time between 10 and
11 o'clock that night. I was shocked
veyond measure by the information.

Lines Were Down,

#1 had been working through flve

L days following the leglslature’s ad-
!journment. reading and signing bills,
l with very little cessation, night or day,
¢ for the whole five days, and was com-
| pletely exhausted. Nevertheless, imme-
! diate effort was made 1o get in com-
| munication with the sheriff of Baldwin
{ county, but the lines belng down, no
' {nformation could be obtained. The
sheriffs in several couniics along the
route which it was believed the mob
was traveling were notified to keep a
sharp lookout for the party. The
sherifts of Putnam, Morgan, Newton,
Rockdale, Fulton and Cobb were noti-
fied.
It 1s now understood, however, !mn}
the subsequent events, that the party
“with Frank had passed north about an
hour and a half before the county au-
thoritics on the road were reached.
Near daylight I was called by Colonel
Haans, one of the'tawyers of Frank, who
stated that he had just reccived a mes-
sage to the effect that TFrank was
ivnched between Milledgeville and
\{acon, and said that an agent of the
Central of Georgla railrond at some
point had given him his information.

“I had an engagement to go to Fitz-
gerald to the old soldiers’ reunion ou
Tuesday morning, but when I heard of
the iynching decided to posipone the
journeyv. At 6 o’clock, however, I tried
again by telephone and found that jt
was generally believed that the pris-
oner had been lynched some time be-
fore, and so I finally decided to zo on
to Fitzgerald, directing my secretarles
tp keep in touch with me all the way
over the road, so that should the occa-
sion arise, I might issue any necessary
orders instanter. Adjuotant General
Nash had been duly notified and was
ready to take appropriate steps to con-
trol the militia if the word had been
received.

The Trazic Rexalt.

| wphe public is advised of the un-
- fortunate and tragic result,

4] have found on inquiry of the
prison commission that Frank was still
in the hospital, confined to the single
room where he had been kept since
the attempt upon his Iife by William
¢'reen. He had not been taken Into
{he common quarters, but was in con-
‘finement in the hespital, which, though
‘under the same roof with the prison,
i3 separated from it by partitlons and
bpussageways extending through the

ilding.

‘bu"'rherg:a is no man fn the bounds of
 the state that regrets more deeply than
1 do this unfortunate occurrence. I
[shull do all in my power to discover
'and bring to justice the perpetrators,
| believing that the people at large do
not justity the wave of lawlessness
that scems to be spreading throughout
the state. Mob law should never take
the place of statute law. There will be

no safety to life, liberty or property

until this is recognized by our people,
“It was especially distressing.to me,

because the attack was made upon the

state’s own prison, built, not to resist| in bed*

the violence of its cltizens outside, but

to keep in confinement the weak and healin
helpless convicts who were unfit for| move
service in the chaingangs of the cuunfi; cl
\;‘,fzﬁexzds. R
all, in which Lucille join: e
Judge R. E. Davison, chairman of the 1:- i cille Joing m

ties” o
No Statement by Yloard.

state prison commission, when seen by
a Constitution reporter Thursday aft-
erncon after the conference with Gov-
ernor Harrig, sald that the prison ¢om-
mission had no statement of any sort

.to_make.
“The lynching of Frank could not he

;apprehension and delivery to the sherittl‘l

!
|

i

helped, and [ do not sce how a state-
ment from us would help or clarify the
situation,” he said, B -
Governor Harris is recelving upon
every, mail hundreds of letters and
ncwspa{mr clippings from all parts of
the United States denouncing the ac-
tion of the mob {n lynching Frank and
urging the governor to_ do’ all in his
power to apprehend the lynchers.

REWARD |
OFFERED. o

Declaring that the lynching of Leo

|

1

my dear Lueille. 1 have becn sittinJ
in a chair for an hour or so each day
for the past few days, I am gradually
learning’ to walk after the long stay

Frank added that - hig, wound was|
i rapidly and he was able 1o

is hesd pretty well. He con~-

'adG?d: . '
“Glve my regards te all inquirlng
With much love to y(clm and

i Mrs.: Frank, in her talk with re-
porters today, was asked if she for-
| Bave the men who lynched her son.
Do not nask me whether I forgive
rthe murderers of my son,” sald.-Mrs.
 Frank. “Perhaps some_day I will be
jable to answer that.,. Just now I can
only quote Leo's favorité passage from
the .Seriptures. It was: -
““Father, forgive them, for the;
know not what they do.’ I might add,
time."
said

but they will some .
of the famﬂry
uneral

close friend
it was planned to have the

from the home tomorrow morning.
THANKS

{ PUBLIC.

i Mrs. Rudolph Frank gave out a state-
‘ment today in which she thanked the
'public for the kindness and sympathy
;extended to the Frank family, not only

M. Frank “is an attack vpon our civill- ! since Frank was lynched at Marletta,

zation, besides belng n gross vielation

of the luw,” Governor Harris on Thurs-~!

1

"but since the conciusion of his triak
| . Mrs. Frank sald she and her hus-
'band had recelved a large number of

day Issued a proclamation offering $300 K messages of sympathy from southern-
.reward each for the first three persons!
~convicted of the offense and for their.

of Baldwin or Cobb county.

This reward amounts to $1,500, which
is half of the state’s appropriation for
reward purposes, y

The governor's proclamation Is as
follows:

Executive Depiartment, Atlanta,
August 19, 18i5.—Whereas, official
information has been received at
this department that on the night
of August 18, 1813, in this state,
one Leo M. Frank, a prisoner, held
in custody of the state, was vio-
lently taken from the hospital of
the state penitentiary in Baldwin
county, and found dead in the coun-
ity of Cobb on the morning of Au-
gusi 17, 1915, having met his death
at the hands of unknown partles;
and, whereas, those engaged in
such transactions are still unknown
and unapprehended; and, whereas,
siich conduct i8 an attack upon our
civilizativn, besides ‘belng a gross
violation of law, which the dignity
of the state and the good name of
her pcople require to be fully in-
vestigated and the offenders
brought to punishment:

Ordored, That the secretary of
state record and issus a proclama-
tion offering a reward of five hun-
dred dollars each for the first three
persons’ convicted of vaid offense,
for their apprehension and delivery
io the sheriff of Baldwin or Cobb
county, with cvidence sufficient to
convict,

(Signed) N. E. HARRIS,

Governor.

By the Governor: .

RAYMONDE STAPLETON,

Secrct:tu'y Executive Depart-

ment.

LYNCHING
CONDEMNED.

rers during the past two days. She
| sald the family now asked to be left
ralone, and hoped to make the funeral
entirely private. For this reason she
declined to announce when it would
take place..

The funcral services will be cone
ducted by Rabbi David Marx, who ac-
companled Frank’s body from Atlanta.
Interment ~will be in the family pilot
at Cypress Hllls cemetery, Brooklyn.

By 10 o'clock a cfowd of more than
300 people had gethered in  front of
the IFrank home, Police reserves kept
the crowd at a distance from the house.
The crowd was qulet and did not at-
tempt a demenstration of any Kind.

WILL APPEAL
TO. GOVERNOR.

New York, August 13.—Prominent
Christians and Jews met here today
to discuss plans for alding Georgia to
apprehend the men who lynched Leo
M. Frank. .

Isadore M, Levy, member of Lhe hourd
of education, who is interested in the
movement, said a temporary organiza-
tion had been effected and within, a
few days a strong appeal probably
would be made to Governor Harris.

Dr. Cyrus Adler, chairman of the
Amerlean Jewish Committee, said he
deelined to work with the committee
and di@ not believe his committee
would aid in the matter. He said he
ithought the hunt for Frank's slayers
was a matter for Georgia authorities.

Judge Kdward Swann, of the court
of general sessions, was named nas

* ¢ghairman of the temporary committee:

Determination to bring the Iynchers;

of Frank te Justice was manifested;
throughout' the gity Thursday. The!l
chamber of commnierce was one of the

first to take off 1 action,

Declaring thatPfeorgia has to con-
tend with anarchy in its most danger-
ous form, the lynching was strongly
condemned by the directors in resolu-
tions unanimeoeusly adopted. .

It is no longer a question of the
guitlt or innocence of the prisener,”
of the right or wrong of executive clem-

!
i
i
i
i
t

© eral council

ency, or of the life of one man,” the.

resolutions state. “The question

now |

is, shall we huve a state govermment in’

fact as well as name, of shall we be
ruled by an organized mob which scorns
state authority agveed upen in i

mid-

night nieetings of a sccret oath-bound:

organization?”

The resolutions set forth the dirce-
tors' convictions that the great mass of
Georrfin’s cltizens will not be silent or
indifferent concerning the issue,
call upon the governor to use the pow-

and .

cr of the state to bring the guilty par-’

ties to justice. It is pointed out that
no man’s lfe will be zafc unless this
lawless spirit is curbed, for a larger
maob will ¢laim a bundred lives on an-
other pretext. Al men are c¢alled upon
to gwive o countenance to “trucklin

demagogues who pander to the mob,

but to be reudy to aid the officers in
t;tum(xlﬂng out this spirit wherever it is
ound.

RING FOR
MRS. FRANK.

The most spectacular development
of the day was the return of the slain
man's wedding ring to 2n Atlanta news-

aper man, O. B, Kecler, who resides
n Maricita, for the purpose of sending
it to Mrs. Frank, N

A signed story was written by Keel-
er in_his paper Thursday describing
the visit to his Marietta home of an
unknown emissary, who gave the re-
porter the ring in an envelope, accom-
panied by a typewritten letter, the lat-
ter of which ended with an admonition
to_destroy it.

It wase shortly after 8 o'clock when
Keeler, who had been playings the
graphophone in his home, was sum-
moned to his door by a knouck. An
unknown man faced him, who asked
for O. B. Keeler, presenting the en-
velope.

Without a further word, the stranger
left in the darkuness. ‘The letter nce
companyving the ring read, In part:

“Frank's dylng request was that his
wedding ring be given to his wife. Will
you nol see that this veyuest is car-
ried out?”

REWARD FOR
LYNCHERS.

News came from Chicago Thursday
afternoon that Lester I. Bauer, the
Chicago altorney who appeared before
Governor Slaton and the prison com-
mission in the combined appeal for
comynutation, had been appointed chair-
man of the Chicago committee to gath-
er a fund of $20,000 to be orfered as a
reward for the apprehension of the
members of the Frank mob. .

“The reward,” sald Bauer, “will not
only be for arrest and conviction of
the guilty persons, but will be spiit
to cover ldentitication of any one, or
all of them., We will go further:-Any
one of the slayers of Frank whe will
turn state’s evidence may earn a por-
tion of the reward.

“In adq@ition there will be a separate
reward for unquestionable evidence as
to where and how IFrank was killed.
AVe are by no means certain that Frank
was not murdered before he was tak-
en from his cell,”

One thousand five hundred dollars of
the proposed $20,000 has already been
obtained.

FRANK’S BODY

1> |
IN NEW YQRK. :
Neow York, August 19-The body of
Leo M. Frank arrived here early to-
day on board a Pemnsylvania railroad
train. More than a score of detectives
and police wers on hand to guard
against any demonstration, but few,
persons were gathered at the statlon
Mrs. Frank, who accompanied the body |
of her husband ou the trip from At--
lanta, was greeted by her gister-in-law,
Mre, Otto Stern, und others of Frank's
relatives. ,
" Frank's body was taken to an under- !
taker's establishment, a few _ blocks
from the home of his father, Rudolph
Frank, Mrs, Frank was escorted to
an automobile and went  with > Mrs. !
Stern to the Brooklyn home. i
Several motorcycle patrolmen ac-
companied the automaobile carrying
Frank’s body from the station to,
Brooklyn. i
Mrs, i.,eo M. Frank was met at the.
Broollyn house by her mother-in-law.’
OUnly a few persons witnessed the
greeting between the two women, and’
it was inore than an hour later when
the presence of moving picture ma-
chines in front of the house caused’
a crowd to gather. |
Otto Stern, brother-in-law of TFrank,’
sald the funeral would be private and:
declined to say whether it would be
iate today’or tomorrow. A close friend
of the family said later that the fu-
neral would not take place until tg-
morrow.

LAST LETTER
FROM FRANK.

Frank's mother today made public
the last lstter she roceived from her
son. The letter reached Brooklyn yes-
terday, having been written on the night |
of August 15, the evening before Frank
was lynched, He wrote:
~ I am sitting up in a rocking chair
as'1l write thig. I'um very much strong-
er. At dinner today I sat to table with

Levy, first viee chairman, and former
Representative Herman A, Metz, treas-
urer. Other mmembers of the committee
are Allan Robinson, Genera! Roger A.
Pryor and former Representative Wil.
liain S. Bennet.

The coblect of the committee, which
will bo non-sectarlan, 18 to ralse funds
with which te ald the Georgla author-
ities In apprehending Frank's slayers.

The organizers declared that every
effort would he made to co-pperate
with and not to anlagonize the Georgla
government,

LAWYERS

{ CONDEMN,

Salt Lake City, August 19.—United
States Senator Ilihu Root, of  New
York, was_elected president of the
American Bar association today on rec-
ommendation of the association's gen-
Other officers elected
were George Whitlock, Baltimore, sec-
retary; Frederick E. Widhams, Al-
bany, treasurer; Peter A. :Meldrim, Sa-
vannah, Ga.; . William €. Niblack, Chi-
cago; Selden P, Spencer, St. Louis; Wil-
liam_P. Bynum, Grecensboro, N. C.; Cha-
pin_Brown, Washingion, D. C.; Charles
N, Potter, Cheyenne, Wye.; John Low-
cll, Bosten, and C. B. Smith, Topeka,
members of the executive committee,

A resolution on the Leo M, Frank
1ynehing, presented by Stephen .
Gregory, of Illinols, was adopted unan-
imously, It pronounced the lynching
“a wilful and deliberate murder by mob
viclence, concerteéd. and accomplished
in a spirit of savage and remorseless
ceruelty unworthy of our age and time.”

It cxpressed the hope of the asso-
ciation’ that the- authorities speedily
would punish the gullty parties.

The question of admilting women to

DEED o B decaion went
PRESERVE
OAX TREE.

Marietta, Ga. August 195.-The higi
oak tree near the W, J. Frey cotton gin,;

two miles from here, on which the life-:
less body of Leo M. Frank was found.
dangliing last Tuesday morning. soon’
is to be surrounded with a concrete
wall, according to an announcement
made here tonight, and thus preserved
by the owner to mark the death place ot
the alleged slayer of Mary Phagan, :

In the meantime the tree Is being
guarded by watchmen both night and
day. It was stated today that Mr. Frey
had been offered $200 for the tree. He
declined the offer, and in doing so
the plan to bulld & wall about the
tragically historic oak became known.
The watchmen were placed on duty to
prevent souvehir hunters or others
from molesting It,

Visitors to Marletta during the past
iwo dayshave been unusually numer-
ous, and practically all have visited the
scene of the lynching,
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