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Frank’s Hearing Ends
Commission to Make
Recommendation Soor

With the Words, “We Have
Perfect Confidence Leo
Frank Will Not Hang,”
Ex-Congréssman William
M. Howard Closes His Ap-

_peal for the Prisoner.

NO COUNTER SHOWING
MADE BY PROSECUTION
AGAINST COMMUTATION

Ex-Governor Foss, T. N.
Higginbotham, Dr. J. W.
Coughlin, Former Mayor
of Fall River, Mass.; Mrs.
Fisher, of Chicago, and
Others Ask for Commu-
tation — Coroner Donehoo

Asks Clemency.

When the prosecution failed to
make a counter showing against' the
appeal for commutation for Leco M.
Frank, the hearing before the state
prison commission came to a surpris-
inzly early close Monday afternoon at
b~o'clock. In closing Attorney Wil-|
liam ‘M. Howard pointed to the mass
of: data and petitions piled up before!
the three commissioners and said: :

“We ask clemency in the name of
grace and in the name of mercy,

Our appeal is based on a doubt in-

Irerent in the very nature of the
. tase. We refer that mass of rec-

" ord and petition to you. We have
perfect vonfidence that Leo Frank
will not hang. Your humanitarian
instinets will not permit”

A long list of national notables ap-
peared before the commission during
the afternoon to protest agalnst the
execution of the doomed man. Among
them was ex-Governor Eugene N, Foss,
of Massachusetts, which state had two
more men of prominence to press the
Frank appeal. Governor Foss had come
voluntarily, while Ernest H. Gruenlng,
managing editor of The. Boston Travel-
er, and Dz J. W, Coughlin, former may~
vr ‘of Fall River, composed a commit-:
tee 0 represent the thousands” who
had ‘sigred the JMassachusetts peti-
tion. | . ’
Fender Decislon Soon.

It was stated by members of the
commission at the close of the hear-
ing that the time in which their ver-
dict wouvld be rendered, would not ex-!
ceed ten days, and woild probably be
swithin the nest four or five.

But little time wwas occupied by the
argument of Mr. Howard, who stated
that argument, in view of the evidence
introduced, would be superfivous and
unnecessary. 'The opening words of
his address were devoted to a resume
of the notes, in which he sought to
show why they were written by the
negro instead of Frank. .

“It can be shown by the letters Con-
ley wrote to Annie Maude Carter in
prison,” he said, “that Conley was the
sole author of the death notes found
beside the body. If we belleve that
Frank dictated the notes, it i{s but to
believe that he sought to transmute his
own mind into that of the negro, so as
to make it appear that the negro's
mind created the contents of the notes,

“But the mind behind the murder
notes belonged to the hand that wrote
them-—and it is acknowledged by Con-
ley, himself, that he wrote them. There
1s not a2 single trait of the educated
white m!ad in the notes—nothing bu
the degradation of the low, basc negro
is disclosed. We have the word of the
state’s own handwriting expert to that
effect. .

Doulit Warrants Commutation.

“The element of doubt, alone, §s suf.
fictent to warrant commutation. And
the letter of the trial justice, Judge

roan, is sufficlent to establish doub:
enough to warrant such action. XNo
argument will e attempted in re-
viewing the merits of the case-—~they
stand for themselves—an argument
would be a waste of time.

“There is no limitation to the power
of the governor to pardon, respite or
commute. But before he can act, there
must be an Investigation and recom-
mendation from you. M

“The power to pardon comes from
our English ancestors, It Is commen-
surate with the power of the king, and
it is still as big In Georgia as it is In
England. The power of pardon is the
exercise of an act of grace, and the
only restriction is that it shall be ex-
erted in the interest and welfare of the
state. And the exertion of this power
does not discredit the courts: neither
does it put its exponents in an attitude
of antagonism or hostility toward the
courts. .

“The power to set aside a statutory
procedure, such as has preceded us in
the Frank case, is a power with which
you and the governor have been en-
dowed directly by the people, while
statutory laws are created Indirectly
by the people. It Is a constitutional
power, and all constitutfonal authority
fs given wou by the people directly,

“In this instance you are not asked
to set aside or disregard any law—yon
are only asked to ‘set aside a verdict
that might be of inconceivable injury
and substitute a verdict that will be
of more fudicial benefit to the man-
involved and the commonwealth,

_ Asls for Recommeidation.

“If you recommend commutation, you
will simply  exercise ‘a function that
the original jury would have exerciged
if it had recommended mercy at.the
time it returned the verdiet of guilty
against Frank. We ask such a recom-
mendation in the names of grace and
mercy. Our appealils baged on a doubt
fnherent in the very nature of the caso.

“We refer this bulk of record to you
with perfect confidence.- We have not
.sought tn -criticise. or discredit., We
bow - with humble  deference’ to every
step of statutory procedure of which
we are the victims, ~ ¢ .

“This case has not a para}lel in judi-
cial annals of- this .state. Conley  han
been. bellieved rather than us, -and we

Continued on Page Four, ™ |
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have been doubted. That is the sum
of the entira ecase. XNever before in the
history of this state has there been an
instance where a low, viclous negrc
has been believed agalinst the charae-
ter and testimony of exemplary whites,

“And it s the instinct that revoits
against just such circumstances that
has brought the wealth of character to
our aid from ‘communities all over
the nation. It is an American insiinet
that rebels against such a horror, and
the possibility of even a grealer horrvor
that we humbly ask you to Intervepr.”

Fall River's former mayor, Mr.
Coughlin, paid n tribute to the estesm
in which Georgia courts and people
have been held by people of the north
when he was {ntroduced to the prison
commission as one of the appellants for
Frank’s commutation.

“On May 26,” he said, “the largest
crowd that ever filled Fanuel hall, that
historie stadium of Boston, gathercd to
brotest against the proposed hanging of

Frank, a man possibly innocent. Thou- |

sands of names were put upon petitions
which I have brought with me.
Pratae for Courts.

“The ccurts of Georgla were regaid-
ed a8 sacred by the world. The peocple
of Aulanta were regarded as warm-
hearted, fair-minded people, who
would never intentionally harm a man,
I know many distinguithed Georgians,
and it has been my exireme good for-
tune since 1880 ta be constantly asso-
giced with some of your most esteemed

Tl

"I never have and cannot now believe
I could miistake the character of theaa’
noble Georglans, who are but repre-|
sentative types of your entire eitl-:
zenry. and I feel my confidence in them
amply upheld by the bdbrilllant manner

in which the peaple’ of the.state have
come forward heru to plead the cause ol’

Justice, - : . .
“And I am likewiss proud of the
fa, and I can sea

womanhood of Gcorf
why men of this portion of the eo&z}r:gg

revers and love thelr women.
is no doubt that “he heart of woman
les behind much ot the real effort
that has been put forward toward the
en%g of jua%!m; In this cv:vsg.; declarsd
e appeal of a.woman,

that she came in behalf or 200,000
women whe made only the woman's
plea—mercy-—brought tears into the
eyes of Mrs. Leo AL Frank, wife of the
convicted man, who, with his mother
and father, Mr, and Mrs. M. Frank, at-
tended both sessions of the hearing.

Mrs. Fisher's Plea.

The speaker wns Mrs. Mary Delaney
Fisher, a writer 2f Chicago. who camae
with the delegatlon from that city. She
:rae (tha only woman appellant at the

earing.

“We women. kKnow nothing of argu-
ment,” she said briefly, and with
trace of feellng In her words, “and wel

now nothing of law.
have no reason, and we don%.
| boast much, but we have a_fund of feel.
'tng that makes up for a lack of any-
‘thing else. We can discern justics, and
‘the 200,000 womoen I represeut beg o
you to hear woman's greatest plea—ftor
merey.” .

A surprising turn was taken in the
hearing when a letter recommending
commutation for Frank was read from
,Coroner Paul Dorechoo, under whose su-
pervision ths coroner's Jjury, in the
early stages of the Frank case,
réemanded the white man to prison to
await actlon from the grand fury.

Ponehoo’s Letter.

The letter, it was learned from the
coroner. ha«d not been sent directiv to
the board of commissioners, but had
been mailed to Leonard J, Grossman, R
young attornesnhiu ait:r?plt;,tg\; “;;i;l:nlthe

remefn allow H
lFr&nk movem May 23, 1815,
' AIr. Leonard J. Grossman, Candler Bullding,
" Aganta, Ga.

My Dear Leonari—Referring to our con-
versation of a few days ngo, and your res
quest that I write i public letter expreasing
gl:yselt as favorable to clemency for Leo

y n

1 am not sure that such a letier from ms
would do Mr, Frank any good whatover,
nor ay I sure that ths writing of such 8
letter would be wlss from my oswn stand-
point, Personally, however, [ have never
made up my mind definitely that Mr. Frank
1s gullty of the murder of Mary Phagan.
On the tontrary, tliere 18 so strong a donbt
fingertox in my mind on the point, that T
should feel very badly_ indeed to stand by
and ses him hanged. [ have no newly.dls.
covered@ evidente upon which Ll
doubt of his guilt. which, 1 am frank to say,
amounts to a positi-e belisf in_ his innocence.
T am simply not convicted by all that 1
have been abie to fearn of the caso that he
18 guilty, When 1 examined him at the!
Mary Phagan Inquest, he was more than|
necesaarily open and free in his testimony,
and this apirit oo his part has always ap-
peated to me as entirely inconslstent with
the theorv of his guiit.

As I stated, I do not feel that it would
be wise for me to write a letter of the
character requested: but if my opinion car-
ries any welght, 1 am_anxious that Mr,
¥rank should have the benefit of it, and I
am therefore writing this, gilving you the
privilege of using it as vou see fit. I have
no objection to {t3 being used before the
prison -commissfon or the governor, If you
care 30 to use it, and my unwillingness to
make it & public letter I eolely due to the
fact that it might be construed by =ome
as a criticism of the courts and juries who
passed upon the Frank case—-courts and ju-
ties in whose honor, integrity and ability
1 have the utmost coulldence.

Verv truly vours
PATL DONEHOO.

Governor Foss' Appeal.

The appeal of ex-Governor Foss was
confined largely to a tribute to Frank's:
character at the time he was employed
in the engineering department of one
of the iormerBexecuuve's manufactur.
in lants in Boston. .

! g'“c"h:tn Frank left college.” he snld,
*he was employed in the engineering
department of one of my plants. 1
ald not know him, but the men in the
tactory spoke highly of him, .recom-
mending him a2 a man of eXemplary
character, sterling habits, studlous and
painstaking. His pastor in Boston also
patd him o tribute, and from all
could learn of him he was not a man
to commit such a heinous crime for
which he has been convicted.”
The petition of the Evangelical Min-
| 1sters' assoclation wes presented by Dr,
iJohn E. White, Rev. Richard Orme
"Flinn, Dr. €. B. Wilmer and W. Woods
{White. 1t contained the other names
jof Dr. Jacob L. Whi Hol-
derby, Rev. J. Ay Moore, Rev. R
. Huff, Rev. C. Lewis Fowler, Rev.
Rothensburg, Rev. W. E, ﬁﬂl. Rev. G.
'R, Buford, Rev. A. M. Hewlett and Rev.
Russell K. Smith.

Ministers® Petition.

etition, Ia full, follows:

$§M;h“)3 Honorable Prison Commission and
#His Excelleacy the Governor of the State
of Georgla: As winisters of the gospel and
restdents of Atlanta and citizens of Georgla,
we, the undersignad, in the exercise o!f our
conscience, herewlth present to the honor-
able prison comm‘ssion of Georgla and hla
excellency. the gorverner of Georgia. a peil.
donr for the commutation of the sentence
to death of Lee M. ank.

We desire to state that we are moved to
this petition throizgh no connection, what.
ever, with other shmilar mevements, but
wholly In tha exercise of our sense of obli-
gation to justice and the welfars of Geor-
gla. Without touching upon many of the
features of the cise which eould be urged
from legal and other standpolinta we con-
fine ourselves respectfully to five atate. |
ments, expressing our conscience in  this |

case.
FIRST. 3 H

That twe honor and approva the abiiity
and fidelity of the Hon. Hugh M. Daorsey,
soligitor general, ‘or hin skiliful and power.
ful conduct of the siate’'s case in the dis«
charge of his sworn duty as a publle prore-;
cutor, a fact sufficfently approved by the:
reviewing courts of Georgia and the na-
tion. The commutation of the sentence|
would be a still further contirmazion of
the approval of Mr. Dorsey’s fidelity and
capacity ax A puhiic prosecutor,

We desire also to express our confldence
{n the integrity and patriotic mervice 3f the
genne;nebrrcomposins the trial fury 1a this
remarkable case.

SECOND. .

That the great doubt of thousands of the
bhest citizens In Georgia who have followed
the case from the beginning; the doubt (n
the judgment of the trial fudge, publicly
expressed, after hearing ali. the evidence
and the dissentitik opinfons of able judgey
of the Georgla supreme court, constitutes n
just ground for the exerclse of your con-
stitutional powers of commutation.

IRD.

That the life sentence under these cir-
cumstances will vindicate in ity severity
the demand of penalty and Justice,

FOURTH. !

That under the conditions of doubt ax :
indicated above and the possibility ay re-
vealed In human experience that time ruy
disclose facts benring on the case, not now
in evidence, the commutation to life im-

i

1
}

te, Rev. A.

prisonment, It ssems to us, under all the
clrcumstancey, 1= the course demanded by
Jjustice, truth ard humanity.

FIFTH. .

That this petitlon is presented in ‘the dis-
charge of our personal. consclence as in.
dividual citizens who stand for the sanctity
of law and integrity of our courts whose
officers we putriot.cally uphold in the per-
tormance of thr solemn dutles, But we
equally recogniz: the wisdom of the cone
stitution of the etate which has placed in I
your hands the obligation to raview the '
r:ﬁrél%gg:: :édthe gr‘l‘mmal courts whenever !

con £} -
‘ m‘"}” llt. ons are such us Lo de

"I share my opinion of
with a large iajority
1 represent in the v}c
said Mayor W,
who was o
the afterno

innocence
of the thousands ,
e vicinity of Athens,”
. Dorgey,. of that city,
gg ogi‘{'lm first :ﬂmmkers of
. e were a overned
at the time of the trial, il admitimore |
or less by excltement—even as fayaway |
from the'center of the'state as-Alhens. !
I believe that Judge Roan fully ex-
pected a verdict of acquittal from the'
Frank jury. The thought thnt Imost
impressed him as a.man of keen judi-
c!al understanding,--an expert jurist.
when he foresaw the verdrct. wos to
’nrot'ect the li‘e of the prisoner, an
t was on this basis that he conferred
::‘t‘l;eth:l lawyers of t!:lc defentant to
8. ,prejence and thelraiat: the

time 3(!, “tr‘xmt vx'frﬁm’“ {':clmdltlotr’i; R
(/] elieve ‘that Judge Roan
:,?0;5?&“}%%5%?"“ .jl;mt!ﬂedhg. verdict
tect the prisoners. o ¢ POUERt to pro
Among those from whom letters were
read in appeal for commutation were
Captain James W. English, of Atlanta:
Misa ~Louig_1.ano. A settlement worker
of Athens: Mias Miille Rutherford, of
Athens, but the most important was
the letter Trom Dr. J. T. Roan, of Jesup,
Lrother of the late Judge L. S. Roan,
thna:l%tuegtthag h:,ul brolg erltma Bgrave-

v rezardin rank’

innocence. & nics gullt or

Dr. Roan's "Letter.

It i3 a8 follows: ‘

Gentlemsen: In application of Leo M. Frank
for executive  clemency. - .-

In the exercise of my prerogative as n
citizen of Georgla, I appeal to your excel-
Secutive clemoasy Yo Leo M Crronttond

v 3] o 0 M.
unste; sentonce gt death. rank now
udge I. 8. Roan, who presided at t
trial_of Frank, was my brother, aad du}:s
ing March, 1914, visited me In my home
at 8t, Petershurg, Fla., where | was then
Aving. He discussed the cnse and the trla)
with me, and my request - for executivo
slemency is bared upon the lmpressions I

‘ d

‘not atten
slon,

P den

hearings,
.vene nt 2
the fength

B T SR .
recelved from him during our conversatlon.,
I will not undertake to quote hls words,
but the following are a few of the impres- .
alons which were ,made upon. me by hiy,
conversation, :

The impreaslons conveyed were that a,
spirit of mob vilolence parmeated the whole
atmosphere of Atlanta, and even entered the
court room ond manifested itself in various
ways, and that it was totally beyond thae
Power of any muan to stop or stem its spirit,
and that the trin) was had under these con
ditions, which were wholly pnusual,

The {mpression also that I recelved from
him was that Frank had accounted for
every moment of his time on the day of
the murder, except & few minutes, and that
in the morning and afternven Frank Xept
a very intricate set of books in perfect
shape, and he could not concelve that a
man of Frank’s disposition, could have done
this, had he committed the crime,

I got the further impression from him
that Conley was there that morning and
was drinking, and that as the lttle girl
came downstiira the negro could have killed
her and hidden her body. -

And further that the crime taken as a
whole, did not impreas him as being a white

a zm:'n crime, but more likely the crime of
QEYT0. o .
.. He further left the impressjon upon mo

that the statement which he made st the
time tha motion for new tria WS ré-
fused, did not explain fully his féelings on
the subject, but that aince the 1urf haa
passed upon.ths evigence, 1t was not his Quty
to do so, but thnt the evidence itself taken
as a whole, left grave doubl tn.his mind
as to Frank's gullt; and that in passing upon
the motion . for. new. trial, he only con-
sidered the errors of law,.and did not pasa
himself upon the evidepce, hut that he wag
very sure that the suprerae -cofrt would |

grant Frank a new trial, and that this would '
be_better for Frank than for him to do it,

8 also made the impression upon me
that the case rested upon circumstantial evi-
dence, furnished by a negro by the name
of Jim Conley, and that Conley had made
four different statements, all very Jifferent
fromn each other, ony of which the Jury
could have belloved,

king my brother's conhversatlon as u
whoele, 1 am sure that he mnust have enter-
tained’ grave doubt as to Frank's gullt.

My own personal belief, taking ali the
circumstances  surrounding the cose as I
learned them from my bLrother and others,
is that 1t would be a calumity to the huror
and dignity of the state of Georgin to hang
Frank, and_ in my opinion tt would be a
blot from which the stute and ail law-abld-
ln{r citizens would suffer immeosurably.
or these reasons, 1 sincerely trust that
the prizon board will recommena and that
the governor will commute the d&uul sen-

tence imposed upon Leo M. Frank.
Respectfully submlitted,
(Signed) J. T, ROAN.

Judge O'Conunor Speakn.

Judge Joseph M. O'Connor, presiding
Justice of the eriminal branch of Cook
county court, Illineis, in which county
Chicago is situated, was one of the
spenkers of the afternoon, Ho pref-
uced hig address with a tolegram in
appeal for commutation from Governor
Dunne, of 1ilincis. Ide presentod peti-
tlong from Kentucky, fowa, Wisconsin,
Indiana, lilineis, Montana, Idaho, Cali«
fornia, Minnesota, Tennesseo, ;I‘uxus.
Minnesotn,

*“Trere hasn't a single judge in tho,
circuit ot justices who have passed on
the Frank case who have expressed a.
beliet or opinfon of guilty,” he said |
“But we neither plead the question of |
guilt or innocence; we plead only the
element of doubt.”

Among the other Chisago representn-
tives were T. N, Higginbotham snd W,
L. Bauer, the former onc of that city's
most noted philanthropists, and the
latter the secretary of the Leo M.
Frank committea of Illinois.

“Don't leave the Frank case for his-
tory to correct—it can pever correct.
Correct it and make judicial history,
pleaded Mr. Higginbotham.

LEOrgIn LIten Appeol.

During course ot the session Attor-
ney Alexander presented petitions from
the following Georgia cities: Baxley,
Bainbridge, Albany, Athens, Alington,
Americus, Barnesgville, Bishop, Blake-
ley, Brunswick, Buford, Mutler, Cul-
houn, Cartersville, Cedartown, Clax-
ton. Columhus, Cordele, Covington, Dal-
ton, Darien, Dawson, Dublin,” Douyglas.
frastman, Eatonton, Elberton,.Forsyth,
Fltzgerald, Gainesville, Hawkinsville,
Harmpton, iHazelhurst, Jackson, Jesup,
Jeffersonville, Kirkwood, LaGrange,
Loulsville, Lumpkin, Macon, Madjson,
Meigs, McDonuugh, Milledgeville Mor-
gantown, Monroe, Moultrie, Newnan,
Nichols, Oakland, Roberta, Rome, Sie
vannah, Simpson, Socinl Cirele, Staten-
ville, Stillmore, Talbotton, Tallupoosa,
Tifton, Vieunw, Villa Rica. Wasghington,
West Point, Whitesburg and Wrights-
vilte,

At the morning session of the prison
commission, one of the first documents
presented to that body In support of
the claims of Leo M. Frank for n com-
mutatton of his sentence lo life Impris-
opment was a letter from the late
Judge l.. 8. Roan, in  which he sald
there was still doubt In his mind as to
Frank’s guilt, and he stated that he
would ask for a commutation of the
sentence. Flis letter follows:

“North Adams, Mass, December, 1914,
“Rosser & Hrandon and R. R. Arnold,

“Attorneys for Leo M. Frank.
men: :
Ge.p‘{lfwr connidering your communication,
asking that I recommend clemency in the
punishment of Leo M. Frank, I wish ta
say, that at the proper time. [ shall asi,

‘to which every woman looks Yorward, and

the prison commission to l"ecommend and
the governor to commute Frunk's sentence
to life Imprisonment. Thix.  however, I |
will not do until the defendants applca- !
tion shall have been flled and the governor
and the prison commissian shall have had
opportunity to study the record in the cave.

“It 18 possible that showed undue
deferencs lo the opinion of the jury In this
cane, when I allowed thelr verdiet to stand.
They sald by thelr verdict that they had
found the truth. T wuas still In a state of
uncertainty and so expressed myself, My
senrch for the truth, though diligent and
carnest. had not heen no successful, In the
exerciee of judictal discretion, restricted
and limited. u#ccording to my Interprata-
tion of the decisfons of the reviewing court,
1 allowed the Jury's verdict tn remain un-
disturbed. I had no way of knhowing 1t was
erronsous.

“After many monthes of continued de-
liberation 1 am still uncertain of Frank's
gullt, This state of uncertainty is largely
due to tho character of the negro Conley's
testimony, by which the verdict was evi-
ently reached.

“Therefore, I conslder thiy a case in
which the chief maglstrate of the state
should exert every effort in ascertalning
the truth. The executlon of any $erson,
whosa  gullt has not  been satlsfactorily
proven to the econstituted authorities, fa too
horrible to contemplate. 1 do not belleve
that a person should meet with the extreme
penalty of the law until the court, jury and
governor shall all have been matisflegd of
that person’s gulll. Ience, at the proper
time, I shall express and enlarge upan these
views  directly to the governor and the
prison commission,

“However, If for any cause T am pre-
vented from doing thix. vou are at Uberty
to ure this letter at the hearfng.

“Yours truly,

(Signed) “la ROAN e

Solieitor Hugh M, Dorsey, who had
previously announced that he would
d the hearing of the commis-
was absent, nor was thero any-
one present to represent him,

Howard Files Evidence,

Former Congressman William M.
Howurd, who is representing Frank be-
fore the commission, announced that,
in his opinfon, documentary evidence
should be submitted to the commis-
slon. This was granted and he sub-
mitted such evidence ax follows:

1. Brlet of evidence at Frank's trial, ap-
proved by Judge L. 8 Ioan, the trial judge.

-]

£ Copy of motiun for new trial over-
rufed by Judge Roan,
3. B of exceptions to this  ruling of

udge Roan on which o enl W
tiken to stato supreme court': app a8
4. Dlsseating opinlon plgned by two jus-
tlces of state supreme cCurt. tn which they
favered grantlng Frank a new trial,
G, Affidavit by Judge Roan setting forth
{:&A;uer:; ttors‘rt\quesung( Frunk and Frank's
0 Stay away
verdict wnu re’lurne‘:l{ rom co_uftroam Wihien
6. Statements. by Mra. Teo M. Frank
}__'nz;lkn"q ﬂtrl:g“r?'xlngr»hcurrom shortly after
B il
u!.m:‘lltcr(’:lntntlnn. she refused to v’alt him
i duvit by Atlanta physicians that
Frank has no taint of erversion altner
:ln'c;mqu or physically. Those signing this
A (?x‘l" were Dr. R. R, Dnley, Dr. Lowls
& sulnes, Dr. James N. Brawner, Dr, J.
eston King, Dr, A. W. A, Gardner, Dr
Hansel) Crenshaw, Dr. 1. Bates Bivek. :
8. Letters wriiten by Coniey in Jnll}

(after Frank's trlal) to Anni
J e Mawle Cyr-
;al;; t'l. Negro woman, These Me, Huwrurd
o mitted In their original form as written
cgmcgnliey. and to each momber of the
therln:mon he submitted photographs of
e dc'tdters and typewritten coples of same.
e unt'l){n t:e::_du&ho lotters, saying they
Mixed Bt sle, e 19 the presence of a
9. Opinfon - of  Albert - 8, Osborn,
York,

murder notes {fo
Ehusann hody) without ‘53"
o‘r:) oiet(r:nlnnnlcc trom Frank,
. er writien by Ju N
torneys Luther Rosser andd‘g.’elﬁa%l;n.kt?n:l:l
atat, f l'hnl. he would go before the prison
misston and  governor, should Frank’s

case reach them,
tion of Henlenco,' and ask for a commuta-

that Chm:d-
a onle.
beside Mur;
ggestion, dicta-

After submitting his do

L cum
s;)dence. Mr. Howard. sald rv'if{f&"i
Presentatives  wouyld accommodato

:.’helinselves to t
enicnce as to the hour,
and the length of the ﬁc?tt;'ltr:,gu.
i Two Hearlngs Daily.
‘Chairman Davison, in reply.
after Monday, would begin at
and run to 12:30, and recon-
o'clock and run to b o'clock.
e commission would not limit
of the hearing, ... .
Mr. Howard, at this point,.sald he

he rcommissfon's con-

hearing

sald the
o'clock

e said th

!

‘Massachusetts delegation, and pleaded

or innocence was excluded from. the
present phase of the case, the element
of doubt was 80 satrong .that the pris-
oner should ‘be given at least tho bene-
Iit of time to establish either his guilt'
arAlgm&eenc!e. £ hi
P a close o 8 addr -
ney Howard asked the con?gzsl'ss?::;io?l
there was to be any counter showing
ian Babige Faptsa Thar b Rad ke
. aplie
“d,Y,{.,ﬂ:g otnolne. ‘nt he hag been
n we ¢lose our. *
the Atimrme, cane,” announced

would ask Attorney Harry A. Alexan-
der to announce the names of Frank’'s
afficlal representatives before the com-
milsslon, "Attorney. Alexander rose and
sald: - “Willlam M. Howard and Harry
A. Alexander.” )

Mr. Howard thon opened the argu-
ment by regding Frank's petition for.a
commutation,

This done, Mr, Howard commented on
varioua items in the list of documenta.
Ty evidence submitted.

Mrn, Leo M, Frank's Plen,

Mrs, Leo M. Frank, who had not been,
at any stage of the hearing, allowed
to make a statement in her husband's
behalf, appeared before the commis-
slon and filed the following statement:

Mr, Frank first came to Atlanta on Au-
Rgust 6, 1908. About August 8 he took up
hie residence at No. 93 Bast Georgin avenue,
at the home of my aunt, Mrs, J, Sellg.

At this time I lived with my parents, At
No. 08 Fast Georgla avenus.

I met Mr. Frank for the firast time ahout
week after he arrived In Atlenta. In
Mny, 1309, we became enghged to be
ral:)nrrll;zllo'nnd were married on November

1 am a Georgla gir], Having been bYorn'
and reared in Atlanta, and hnve lived in
Atlanta all of my iife. My mother lke-
wise 1s, having been born in Dalton, Ga.,
and hus lved all of her lfe In Georgla.
All of the relations of my generation,
boys and girls, were born in Georyxia, and
frami my associntion with them I was ae-
cuatomead to the deferencs and courteous
treatment which is_ characterlstic of . the
.::»ut(herner In general, and Georgla In par-

cular,

. With the ideals which I had, snd which
had been Inculcuted. in me (rom girlhood,
I expected in my husband nothing less than
that to which I had been accustomed, and

a

which 1 fully reallzed in my husband.
Murried Life Was Ilappy.

When not occupled with hiy business, the
only time he spent away from me was
when he was ocvcupied with his charitable
work which took htm away from home
about once or twice a4 month.

Our mareied life has been exceedingly
happy, and has never heen marred by the
slightest cjoud. He was regarded and loved by
my parents as a son; and wos Always cour-
teous, gentlo and most respsciftul in hle re-
latlong with them, and our famiilles have
always been on Intimate terms

When my husband wua first arrosted on
this  charge, and was dotained at pollce
hoadquarters on Tuwsday, April 29, 1818, I
turried to the police barrucks, on De-
catur street, as soon us 1 heard of §t, ne-
companied by my father and brother-in-
law. I wns not allowed to KO UD t0 sea
my hueband, and remained in the office of
the probatlon officer, from whence my,
friends prevafled on me to roturn home. |
Belng assured that my bushand would bs.
released at any moment, I remained at
homie, but ns xoon ny it becamo spparent
that he would be detnined indefinitely I
went to him immedtately, and have been
golng to him every day since, and spend
most of the dny with him in Jail

On the 26th of Aprl), 1918, my mother
and T had tickets for the matinee to grand
opera, and In order to get there un timo
we futl down to the table at 1:10, beforoe
my husband cnme hoeme to dinner, and at
about 1:15 father came in, and in about five
minutes my husband came in and sat down
ut dinner with us. About 1:30 mother and
1 left the house and my husband and my
father were left at the table ecating,

Reception After Theater.

Returping home from the opera at 6:30,
I found my husband atresdy there. There
was nothing unusual in his manner or ap-
pearance to attruct my attentiop. That eve-
ning, after supper, & number of friends of
my mother and father camo nver lo ths
house to play cardn. My husband and ¥ did
not play, but he sat in the huall reading.

1 watched the gamo for a whils in the
dining room and then would go into the
hadl and talk to my husband, and would then
ko back agaln tao watch the rRame. My
nuspana read in the nhall untdl some time
arter 10 o'clock, when he went upstai{rs to
take a bath.

I followed him a few minutes Iater and:
we retired about half paat tetn, We were
awakened about 6:45 by the tetephone ring~
ing. My hustand got out of bed, put on |
his bathrobe and went dawn to answer the
phone,  \When he came back again, | asked
him wha it was, and he sald that gome de.
tective haad telephoned him to come right
down to the factory that there had been
a tragedy down there, and that they were
dending un automoblle for him, My husband
began to dress right away, and while he was
drensing the front door bell rang and 1
stipped on a bathroles and went downslafrs
to answer the doorl.

¥Frank Told of Slaying.

When 1 opened the door, HBoots Rogers
and John Black were there, Of course. at
that thme, I did not Know who they werse,

asked them what was the matter, and
they satd someone had béen killed §n the
factory and they then told me what they
knew about {t. After & minute or two Iy
husband came down and joined us at the
front door.

They azked him if he knew Mary Pha-
gan., and he told themm that he did not.
They then asked him if o Jttle girl had
not come to the uffice to get her money
the preceding day, and he sall that he did
remember stch a girl, but that he did not
know her name. They then aald they wanted
him to come with them right away to the
factory., I wanted them tu let him have
his bLreakfast first, but they refused. I
then asked {f they would not let him have
at leavt a cup of coffee, but they refused
thut -alpe, It way and not he, thag
asked for the coffee.

Story of Ilusband False.

A8 to the affidavit reputed to have beea
made by Mineln JMekinight, on June 3, 1913,
the statement that 1 ever told my mother
that my husband uyid not resxt good that
night; that ho was drunk, and that e made
mey sleep on the floor, and all the rest of
it i absolutely false in every particular,
No such thing ever occurred at that time
or at any other time, and I never made
such & statement to anybody., That whole
story Is falre from beginning to end,

Mass of Letters Read.

From a mass of letters submitted
several were read before the commis-
?Ion. anmong them kbeing the follow-
ng:

From Judge Andrew 1. Cobb, of Ath-
eny, stressing the doubt of Frank's
gullt; from Mujor Juseph B, Cumming,
of Augustas, commenting on the gtimos-
phere of the trial, trom Rev, H. M.
Ashby  Jones, pastor PFirst Baptist
church of Augusta; from Editor lf M.
Mcintosh, of The Albany, Ga., Herald;
from Judge A. L. Miller, of Macon;
frous Attorney Alex C. King, of At-
lanta, commenting on the atmogphere

of tho irizl.

After hearing the reading of letters,
a delegation of Atlanta businesas men
appeared before the commisstun,
among them being K. L. Cooney, who
waus spokesman for the delegation, who
submiited o petltion from the body.

At the instance of Mr, Howard, a
delegation of Savannah citizens was
heard. In the delegation were Judge
Samuel B, Adanis and Attorneys T. M.
Cunningham, Alex A, Lawrence., Judge
Adams addressed the commission and
filed a petition signed by more than
2,000 Savannah people,

g petition I8 signed by the most
representatnve  cltizens  of Chatham
county in all walks of life,” said Judge
Adams, “At the thne I agreed to come
lere ns spokesinan, § did not know the
sentiment of my community, nor did I
care. 1 felt it my duty to come, und
agreed to coume, Neither I nor Mr
Lawrence nor Mr, Cunningham has the
stightest personad or professional ins
terest in leo M. Frank or his case,
We are here purely as 2 matter of duty
to _our own consciences.

“Somethimes our courts make mis~
takes and thercis no remedy for them
except  in  clemency, Leo M. Frank
was cntitled to a new trial, It is not
right, gentlomen of the commission,
to hang a man unicss his gullt is cer-
tain, and the judge who uried him is
convineed.”

Colonel John F, ‘duBignon presented
& plea to the commission from a dele-
gation from Brunswick, Ga. Mr. du-
Hignon said he was not o lawyer and
did not know why he was sgelccted 1o
represent hisx e¢ity unlers it was his
fictn belfef that 1frank should not be
hanged,

Judge Samuel I, Muaddox, a promi-
nent attorney of Dalton, Gu.. followed
and filed a petition from a large num-
ber of Ualton citizens. He announced
that he was conclusively satisfied In
bis own mind that “rank was inno-
cent und xhonld not he mide to suffer
for another's crime. X

rr. L. . Cristie, pastor of the First
Baptist churel, of Columbus, Ga., filed
o petition from many promlnent citi-
zens of hig city and nade an carnest
appeal In Frank's behnlf.

J. T. Roan, of Jesup, Ga, a brother

of the late Judge  Ronn, recently ad-
dressed a letter to Governor Slaton,
pleading for clemancy for Frank, and
a copy of this letter wus filed with the
prigon commission.
- Mro Roan stated that Judge Roan
visited Blp after the trial in SL Peters-
burg, Fla., where he then made hia
home, - Me said that his impressions
rotten from Judge Ioan led him to be-
leve that Frank bhad not gotfen a fair
trial ana that it waas hard for him to
believe that Frank had committed the
erime of which he was convicied,

Among other things, Mr, Rean says
that the crime was no! that which n
white man under . ordinary cirecum-
stances would commit, hut was more
tikely thie crime of o negro.

. The_ lagt speech of the hearing was
madde by Braest M. Greuning, managing
editor of The Boston ‘Traveler, one nf
the bestyknown newspapers of the east.
Mre. . Greuniug was a member of the

that his section of the country firmly
helleved In the innocence of Frank, and
:hat, even though the question of gullt
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