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Leo M. Frank Says Politics
Prompted Joseph M. Brown
To Write Card to Chronicie

Brown Is the First Ex-
Governor, Says Frank,
Who Ever Used His Influ-
ence in an Effort to De-
stroy the Life of a Fellow
Citizen.

PROMETHEUS BOUND
IS CALLED TO MIND

Many of the Wisest and
Best Men in the State, As-
serts Frank, Feel That He
Was Not Given a Fair and
Impartial Trial.

In u stinging card, in which he goes
quite fully into his ~ase, Leo M. I'rank
has repiied to the card of ex-Governor
Joseph M. Brown which appeared in
‘The Augusta Chronicle of ycember 27.
t: his earad Mr. Brown took the posi-
t.on that the law should tiaKe iwg eourse
and Frank be exceated.  Frank, in hls
1eply, comments on the fact that no
former governor of ficorgia has ever
writtenn a similar card, and he inti-
mates that the former governor had
solitical fnds to serve when he wrute
the card,

Frank's reply follows:

IIx-Governor Joseph M. Brown:

I have read your remaertable sitack
upoll me in The Augnsta Chronicie,
3 use the word “remarkable” advised-
1w, for no ex-govornor of (Georgin ever
Lefore used s influence in an effort
co destroy the Jife of one of his fellow
cotizens, Indecd It is difficult to see
Low any brave man could he induced
o take the po ioyou have,

L am  helple anad In desperate
straits. My owife 2d father and moth-
o oare in the deptiis of despair.

Why any man should wantonly and
:athlessly attaek me. and, through me,
them, must amaze the falr men and
women of this state.

When I read that tirade—unfair, cru-
1 and untruthful—1 remembered that,
when Promethus was bound to the
racks it was the vulture, and not the
«~agle, that struck its beak into his
Litals,

No Defense Needed.

The execution of the confessed mur-
derer excites syvmpathy. The sherift
does his duty because the law demands
it, but he does It with sorrow; it is re-
rved to an ex-governor of Georgia

o demnand the exccution of one who
swever harmed him, and who is pleading
ror further opportunity to show his in-

>

nocence. !

The excuse that you are defending
1he state cannot explain your letter.
‘'he state of Georgia needs no defense.
lier people are as generous and just
s those of other states.

Deplorable and regretable things can
fappen, and have happened, in Georgla,
just as they can happen and have hap-
i--nied in other states. There was a se-
rious riot in Atlanta some yYeurs ago.
1t was condemned everywhere with-
«ut, ax well as within, the state, yet
uvobody raised the cory that Georgia
waes beingy slundered.

No s=ane man can praise the conduct
«f my trial. During It, things hap-
penned that always will be condemned.
The mob spirit was abroad. ‘assion
and prejudice was daily manlifested in
the very preseince of the court. Judge
floan wag present and knew what took
place, and himeself certified, under his
nath of office. to things that you, your-
self, when »ou know them, will un-
hesitatingly condemn,

When prejadice and passion and the
spirit of the mob proside over a trial,
stuch & trial will not likely meet the
approval  of the country, and the
wrong of such a wrial is not met by
the Jdemagogic or secctional ery that
the state jis slandered.

Many of the wisest and best
of the country feel that my trfal
not a fair one. Muany of the truest
and bhest jeorgians feel the same. Is
it possible that sueh men must keep
yulet and, by thetr silence, approve
such a trial for fear that they will
be called slanderers of tha state? Sure-
1y o protest against such a trial, with-
in or without the state, cannot ex-
cuse your thirst for blood, nor explain
vour fall from the dignity of an ex-
xovernor to the ranks of the head-
hunter?

Your tirade against me Is a greater
slander against the state than any
poagible criticism against my trial.
What a gpectacle! An ex-governor
Joining, with unreserved approval, the
mod who cry, crucify, erucify!

Did Not Attend ‘I'rial,

llow can You know I am guilty?
Vou did not attend a moment of the
trial. Your opportunity to know the
truth wae not greater than that of
Aany man in the United States who read
the papers, or the record. You cer-
tainly had mno siuch opportunity as
Judge Roan. He heanrd every worl
of the evidence and saw every wit-
ness.  And, after thus seelng and
hearing, he asserted that he was not
convinced of my guilt. Yet you, who
eard no evidence and saw no wit-
ness, assert my guilt and urge my
exevution with & recklessness that
must shock the fair, rigat-thinking
people of Georgia.

Few men would exhibit the =elf-
confidence you show jin your letter.
Your doxmatismm might be excused {f
the point at fssue was the fate of a
stray dog that was worrying the vil-
aie, but how can any rair man excuse
it when a human life is involved—
when the heart strings of an innocent
wife, father and mother are to be
snapped?

You not only conclude beyond eavil
the question of my guilt, but, from the
same reckless certainty, fix my guilt’
from the evidence other than that of]
t'onley. Irf you had any fair knowle
edge of the case you would know that;
some of the ablest lawyers of Ge'orgia;
and elsewhere have studied the record’
in my case, and not one. after such!
#tudy, his believed me guilty, I doi
not believe there is an able, fair l:v.w-!
yver in Georgia who would give it as |
his opinion that. apart from Conley.!

Continued on Page Three.
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FRANK SAYS POLITICS
CAUSED BROWN’S CARD

Continued From Page One.

there was enough rvidence to convist
ma

It must be that when youn so cal-
and bruotally urged my Imme-

diuta execution vou were moved by
other motives than that of state de-

fender.
Parr of the Pualitteinn.

H pvrion and personal am-
Bition huve Leen Roeawn fzetors inomy
tned ol Your article is proot con-
clufive how ureat were these factors
wipl o Whint extent you subscrihe to
themn Belfore thiz it has Leen strongly
suspected that polltics hid played an
important part.  Since your remark-
wble letier thare can be no longer any
voubt of it

it {s wrong that you should seek, at
the expense of my life. 1o pav back
your politien] debts.  Jt iy 4 greater
wrotisr, i tiat can be, thut vou should
lope, by oy destruction and throuxh
e disgraee of my foved ones, to Zain
Lavk ta your support that liuge class
i volers that yoU have lately lost by
violent aliuse,

1 iueve sultered much: some Zood men
have condemned me, but they have
¢ond s i =orrow, 11 has been reserv-
e to vou to voluntarily, iknoranily, in
;assion and prejudice, to R me on
Gewnrd the gallovs that you nay les-
sen your politival dehis and regain, if
poxgible, soime of the political grouml

you have lost
1LFO M, FRANK.

JALE BN
—

>
-

Junuary

Card of Joseph . Brown,
Following is the card of ex-Governor
Joseph M, Brown, which appeared in
The Angusia Chronicie of December 27,
anid te swhich Leo M, Frunk takes ex-
cention:
Hiditnr Aagusta Chrogicle.—~Dear Sir:
I cannet refrain from wreiting to ex-
nress (o you, as a Georgian, jeialous of
the wood name of the state, my thanks
for vour efditorind in The Chroniele of
Py sember 15, wder the heading, “In
Simple Defense of Georgia's Heonor and:
fization.™ |
e ontyonateriad
3

point in whteh I
wree witir you in the following
‘ords tenr the elose of yvpnr editoriale
CTherefore, we would, willingly, sian
a  petition  arking the state pardon
beard omi the governor of Georgin to
commute this muan’s sentence to life
impvisonment, in e hopt, buat not in
the  expectation, that sometbing, at
some tiee, mixnt arise ta eatablish his
fnnoes nee of the o ful evime-—or oven
tao throw farther doubt upon bis uill’”

disiecree it You becnuse [ b
Lieve thut the evidence sworn 1o hefure
the ity fived the orime unon Leo M.
Frani. [ xeo no reom, ander that evi-
denee, to place i1 wpon anvons else,
&0 0o proper way r'or hlm (o escape
i1, Ther~fare, T believe the jury neted
inteilizeontls and honestly in finding
himogailicl

Catls for lianging.

mtrder was so repulsively
= to enll Tor the hanwing of
perpetriater of it this murder of

the
Littie Moary Phagan calls for the hing

ng
ingg o»f the man the jury found guiliy

of the awful desld,

Muh has been said of the negro Con-
ey and thosa who plend for the defeat

of the Jaw swwould have us believe that
PFravie was canvicterd on big o evidence:
b, I any intelligent person will read
the wvidenee he will s that I'rank
wian proven zuilty of tins horrid erimae
imdependently of the hewre's (eStinony.

XNow, as to Tanle evidente, e
admitted that he haa made afndavita
ectenring Frank, He naively declared
that hie had slene that to save My
Crank, hlsemplover, who had Leen Kind
te him,  Dut he added that when he
found that Mr, rank was trying to
3 erime on Wit (Conlfeyv) he de-
te tell the truth aboul ilhe

Bl

rurited

swithern peogle, who understand
pera, eat readily rive the preper
vabte 1o Caonlerts several affidavits and

his testimoeny in vourt, dnd determine
wien he told the truih,

13at why tiie extraordinary intersst
11 hix ease, outsibe of the State of
T T Atqurently there is no vea- |
25t for 11 exeept that Leo Frenk ix ol
Jee since the aFitation in quesiion js,
Hecded By niowspapers m\'nf‘fi or inflp-!

encel by Jews,

Are we o anderstaid that anybody
SN o Jdew  enn e panished )fu:-
i . Avre we  ta anderstamd that

fleormin ean be left {rec g edecute her
Taws nulil she conviers o Jew, and thut
il her process amust be held up and
aefmatsl? I Ro, tieorsin will 2aon be-
<ot the GHaiting ground of every
Jew who eriminaliv in-lined
“his cortiainly seeme the logie of the

iien of the nvwspaners and other
s oontside of tGenrgin whe are de-
fadning The state and her courts and
peopie,

And allew me to =ayv that leadinz
Jews of Atlante have made themselves

responsible for a heavy burden in this
matter.

Leo Frank, before Mttle Mary Phagan
wag murdered, was president of the
Jewish benevolent sociely of the B'nai
D'rith.  After he had heen convicied
of thiz atrocious murder the members
of this Jewish society re-clected him as

thelr president!

Thus, they openly flung down their
detiznce of the state and her laws.
Thus, they publicly made the issue
that, no matter how Infamous his

crimel the Jews held a Jew above the
iaw,

A day or so after their action, The
Atlanta Constltution quoted & promi-
nent Jevw ng expressing his amazement
that his race had; by this act placed
itself in so  exiraordinary a pwsition
of contempt and deflance of the stute
and her authority.  All honor to this
conscientius, law-abiding and discern-
ing Jew!

And, ywhile on this phase of the sub-
jeet, 1 note that Mr, ¥amuel H. Myers
ol of vour Augusia Jews, in arguing
that Prank was convicted because of
pPrejudice aguinst him as o Jow, re-

minds rou of the fact that people in
Atlanta referred 1o him as ‘‘that
damned Jew.”

But. if Frank had been a Me
they would have designated him
dimned Mexican;” if he had heen a
Hindao they would have called him

“that damned fndilan;” if he had been
a Hollander they would have called
him “that diwmned Lutchman,”

A8 4 matter of fact, the people were
condemning Frank because the sworn
testimony was proving him guilty of
this most horrible double crime against
the little Innocent shop girl, ndt be-
cause he wuay a Jew.

Jews Lavww-Abldlag.
. As a rule, there are no people whe
live within the law maore clusely thun
do the Jews; and thev deserve the
highest esteemy of all classes, and, 1

‘believe, thev get it; but this rTaet does

1ot oporate to free anyone of thut race
trom puntshment for crime if he com-
mits crime. It does not mean thut
Georgia every vear hanes men of any
other race, but that Jews are perpsti-
ally immune from hanging within her
borders.
Now, as to the movement organized
outside of the stute of -Georgia, to de-
fent the operiition of her laws, lot me
ciall your attentlon to the fact that the
trial court convicted Jrank of this
turder; the supreme court of Georgla
held that there wus evidence suffielent
to justify the verdict] tha suprame court
of the United Frates refused to over-
rule or interfere with the action of
the stite courts, Further:ore, the
cineo hias been before the trial court
tjudge) thuece times nnd before the
slale’s suprema court two times,
Therafore, “we have the apectacle of
partfes outslde of (eorkist, who never

heard and hove not reasd the sworn
evidence, assuming to dictate to the
state and to sav whit she shanid aAan

in her arderly process of law,

Tt i said that in New York a peti-
tion is being cirenlated, which will
have 0000 signatures, praving Gov-
ernor Blaton to prevent the gentence of
the law being exscuted on Leo Frank.

It is safe 1o suy thai not oue of these
50000 signers has read the evi-

denee sworn to in the trial in question.

The saine can be said of all other poarties

Loutside of SGeorgin who are tryving to
cbring pressure upon the governor of
tieorgzin in this case,

And T will add that every weael T
am reeeiving Ietters of similar Import
from parties in other states who are
ignorant of the fact that I am no
longer governor of tha state. The tonorp
of these letters is one of reproiach to
ma and to the state that we are about
to eommit a erlme in letting the laws
of Georgin Le enforced against the man
why hux been convicted of the inurder
of Mary hagan.

Could fiet Long Peiltion.
T bielieve it i3 needless to assert that,
it Governor sSlaton desired it, there
roukl be secured i petition signed by
moie than 250,000 white voters of Gegr-
wia, urging him te let hix oath of of-
licg be Nis guide in the determination
of this case. and 10 pay no attention
to the attempts of puarlies outside of the
state to coerce him in his course of duty,

But, in common with tiie massoes
the responsibie peapls ol Georgin, |
am gure that we can leave this ofse
in Governor flaton’s Iuunds with o
counter petition or suggestion, fHe witl
Undoubt-dly he governed by the swoit
evidenee and by his oath, V

I have no  gelfish  interest
slentorable vase under review
I this crosade wus oreaniz
the rair fame of our Stato
iegrity of  her
spakent  of  the

in
and, un-
M oagainst
and the in-
Faws, T have eearcely
borrible  oceurrence

which destraved the lifs of the inno-
cent little shop mirl: but, as a  eiti-
Zen of dGenigia, whe has been (Wiee

hqm-i:&:cl Igy 1_n-1' people with the hiwh-
vRrotare an weir org, ad who belleves
that in the impuariial and  inflexible
cuforeerment of the JTaws iy the sUpest
protection of our wcivilization, 1 have
now - felt impelled to write, indorsiny
your defense of the state and her good
name, and to join vou in the asserted
conviction that her Iaws, administeprel
under the oaths of responsible officials,
and not waved aside hefore the flat
of uninformed people of other states,
must fix tite course she will pursue
in  safeguarding  the security of her
%ol people, .

And 1 will repeat my positlve boljef
that the trial jury and the successive
courts have muade no mistake in nam-
ing the real perpeteator of this awrul
crime.  No  people had  suell oppor-

tunities as they for determining  tie
truth. No peonle were further than

they from the desire or will to fusten
the erime upon any Lut the man who
was ailty,

Let us be eandid enongh and Lold
enoush to uphtold those who have con-
scientiously, tirmly  and  Inteilicently
vindicated our civilization. Our Jduty,
is to the Jaw, to those who obey and
enforce t, not to those who outrage
it, nor to those who would bring it
into contampnt,

I would that the presa throurhout
Georgia had the courage to defend the
state  and  the correctness of her
process na ably and féarlessly as yvon
have done. Very truly vours i

JOSEPH MM

. BROWN.
Dec. 18, 1814

Alarietta, Ga. .

.
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