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ROM PULPITS COMES CALL
FOR NEW TRIAL FOR FRANK:
BURNS HERETO OPEN PROBE

Dr. L. O. Bricker, Dr. A. R.
Holderby and Dr. Julien
Rodgers Deliver Sermons
on Case on Sunday and Dr.
Fred A. Line Will Speak
on Next Sunday—All Urge
Another Hearing.

“l WOULDN’T HANG A DOG
ON CONLEY’S TESTIMONY,”
DECLARES DR. RODGERS

Dr. Bricker Gives Three
Reasons for New Trial--Not
Likely He Could Ever
Have Fair Showing in At-
lanta, Says Dr. Holderby.
I.eo Frank Elated Over
Arrival of Famous Detec-
tive.

The arrival of Detective William .J.
| Burns to begin the probe of the Muary
| Phagan murder mystery, and the call
from Atlanta pulpits for a new trial
for Frank, were the big developments
.of Sunday in the sensational case, which
Inas centercd the eyeg of the United
IIStates on Atlanta.
| Bermous were delivered on Sunda)

[ morning by Dr. A. R. Holderby, pasior
iof the Moore Memorial church: by D
|1, O. Bricker, pastor of the First Chris-
tfan church; by Dr. Jullen, Rodgers.

| pastor of the East Atlanta Bantis

| ehurch, and announcement wns made

i that Dr. Fred A, Line, of the Universal- -
iisL church, will preach on this subject
con next Sunday.

" In all three pulpits the plea Tor
new trial was based on the ground that
Frank had not been given a falr chance
in the first court heuring on account
of the inflammed condition of the public
mind at that time,

What Preachers

Say of Case.

“I wouldn't hang’ a yellow dog on
Jim Conley's’ teatimony, much lesg
{white man who comes into court with
2 character heretofore unchullengcd,”
|Dr. Rodgers told his congregation.

“T would feel it my duty to appral
for a falr trial for.any wman,” said D
Hoderby. '“Chis, Frank has not had, as
every unhiased man must admit; nor is
it llkely thart he can get such trial in
Atlanta on account of the nrejudice
against Nim, Tt would be unfalr to
hang a sheep-killing dog upon the evi-
dence upon whiceh Frank has been con-
vioted.”

“I remember,” stated Dr. Brichier,
“how bitterly 1 resented a man suy-
ing {n my presence 'Frank has not had
o Lol 20kl TG Sad ded Ve sort ol
trial I wanted him to have and to admi'
that it had not been fafrr would have
heen to have admitted that T was unfair

and unjust and we do. not readily do
that, Then Dr. Bricker procecded to
glve Lhree reasons why Frank should
have a new trial

The detective and Miss Burns were
met 4t the Terminal station by a turge
gathering of friends, including two
members of the convicted man’s coun-
sel—Herbert Haas and Leonard Haas.
Algo by Dy, B, Wildauer and Dan Kline,
who engaged him on the I'rank cuase.
McKnight
Badly Hurt.

Albert McKnight lJingered betwecn
lite and death Sunday in Falrhaven
hospital, to wlich he wasg carried early
Saturday night after having lbeen seri-
ously injured in attempting to swing
from an Incoming 8outhern ftrain a
togeland.

Attending physiclans report this his
jnjuries are likely to result fatally, al-
though he passed an unexpectedly rest-
ful day Sunday. Tt i3 feared thst he s
wounded internally. He sustained nu-

merous deep gashes and cuts on the
head and face, as well as the shovlders
and upper hody.

No one was pernmitted to ase him
Sunday. He was in a semi-conscious
condition throughout the day, and able
to talk only at times, and then fitfully.
Idr. Thomas H. Hancock, who attendest
him, endeavored to ascertain his where-
abouls during the perlod of the negro's
myxterions disappearance since having
signed the sensational affidavit some
weeks ago, in which he repudiated his
testitnony at the Frank trial,

McKnight, however, was unabhie to
talk. He could not even explain the
cause of his Injuries. Railway oificials.
though, state that he was thrown head-
long upon the roadbed when ha tried
te¢ swing from a speeding passenger
train about 7 o'clock Saturday night
while passing Roseland, & wayside sta-
tion about four miles out of Atlanta.

The police declare that McKnight
was returning uniler cover to Atlanta
after his disappearance, and, in cffort
to clude the detectives, made the fafal
leap at Roseland, from which place hse
intended stealing Into the city. Mo-
Knight gave his residence 3Satureny
night ag 382 Washington street, where

’
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his wife, Minola, alse a witness in the
Frank trial, now resides. -

Frank
‘Cheered.

Frank, in talking with a Constitution
reporter Sunday afternoon, was cheered
by the news of Burng arrival. He had
nothing new to say for publication,
however. He was visited continually
during the day by friends, many of
whom remained at his cell for hours,

J. B. Armstrong, a resident of De-

Kalb county, Mas succeeded in obtain-
ing thirty or more names of DeKalb
citizens to a petition for a new: trial
for Frank. It has been circulatéd
through the county for considerable
while. Its introduction reada as fol-
lows:

“Whereas, new evidence which tends
to confirm the claim of an alibi by
Leo M. Frank is belng brought to light, :
and, whereas, we belleve that under the
wrought-up condition existing at the
time of his trial it was impossible
that a fair and impartial trial could
have been given, and, whereas, there
does exist very serious doubt as to
guilt or innocence, and, whereas, there
are authenticated instances where the
innocent have paid the death penalty
when, by the granting of a new trial,
the guilt might have been discovered,
we, the undersigned, therefore, do here-
by express ourselves as approving of
granting Leo M. Frank a new trial,
doing it voluntarily and without the
knowledge of Mr. Frank.”

Dr. L. O, Bricker, pastor of the First
Christian church, began his sermon on
Frank "Sunday by sayving that he
. fully realized that he had never
before attempted such a delicate, dif-
ficult and even dangerous a task.as
this which he was about to undertake.
He said:

“I'stand in danger of offending many
i of those who have come to love me and
in danger of losing my friends, and no
man could, suffer more keenly over
such a loss than ‘I, for..1 love my
friends and crave their good opinion. T
realize that I am to speak against the
sentiments of nine out of ten of them
that hear me, It {s such an audience
as a fighter would love to face, but T
am no fighter, I am by nature and
disposition better fitted te fulfill ths
offtce of friend and conirade and coun
selor. There is not money enough in
the world to hire me to do what I am
about to do. No plea of friend or
threat of enemy.‘could induce me to
undertake this task.

Feeling of Reaponsibility,

"t is only because I have been over-
whelmed these past few weeks with a
teeling of .rosbousibility and obliga-
tion, and a haunting scnac of duty
which appears to me as the voice of
God, and a man must do what seems
to him to be right and never stop to
count the cost to himself, And so do|
vou try to be as open-minded as you,
can and bear with and think with your
friend as he tries to interpret his
duty to himself, to you, and to the
eity which has given him such a happy
home and so many good friends.

Not Arguing Frank's Case.

. “My friends, I am not arguing the
innocence or guilt of Frank. I am
not the man for that, nor is this the,
place, but I am going to submit three.
reasons why I-believe I'rank should he'
granted a new trial.

. “The first is, that because we were
in no frame of mind to_have given him
or any other man ander the circum-
stances a falr and impartial trial. We
weore inflamed and indignant to the
point of unreason, and this state of
mind was inevitable and in a certain
sense right and proper. We ought to
be indighant over 'such awful things
as the murder of this young girl. 1f
the time ever comes when we can be
calm and indifferent in the face ot
such things, it will be proven that we
have lost our honor, the fineness of our
manhood and womanhood and all our
seunsitiveness of soul

“God help us and our civilization if
the day ever dawns when we shall
cease to blaze with fury before the
sight of 'such monstrous and hideous
crimes. . But rvight here is our danger.
Righteous indignation I8 one of the fin-
est pagsiong that men can ever feel,
but being that It {s-algo the most dan-
gerous, ~ It can so easily be unjust,
cruel, merciless and pitiless. This is
why religious persecutions in all ages
have been such monstrosities of cruel-
ty and barbarity.

In No Frame of Miud,

‘ “We were in no frame of mind to
"have _graunted the prisoner a fair trial,
fand I will tell you why I feel so. The
way into the public mind is through
our own, We live and move among

jour human kind and take a’humanity
Dath every uime we Walk the streets.
We read what others read, come to
share the opinion and feol as others
feel, and If we stop to analyze our own
’mmrl we shall have a pretty good analy-
Isis of the public mind. Looking back
[now, T can see that T was' in no frame
"of mind to have granted the accused
a fair trial. 1 thought 1 was, I
remember how bitterly T resented a
man saying in my presence ‘IF'rank has
not had a fair trial’ Ue had had the
sort of trial I wanted him to have, and
to admit that jt had not been fair
would have been to have admitted
thut T was unfair and unjust, and we
do not readily do that, We believed
that he was guilty and it was the ver-
diet we wanted rather "than @ trial,
i*ersonally, I was convinced of his guilt
by reading the stories rveflecting upon
his moral character that were printed
in our newspapers. .
vidence Insutficient,

“Recound, I submit that Frank should,
have w new trial bocause of the ap-
parent insufficiency of evidence under
which he war convicted, We are so
reonstituted that we can believe any-

thing we want to believe, Belief is a
function of the will. We can believe
without any cvidence. and once we be-
lieve every little circumstance looky
like evidence. 'The legal fraternity of

Atlanta are almmost a unit in saying .

that there were no direct circumstances,
pointing to the guilt of I'rank, excepting
the revolting and horrible story of the
negro, Jim Conley,

“Under ordinary circumstances, we in
the south do not take the word of a
negro against the word of a white man,
but we were willing to believe the un-
supported story of a drunken, worthless
Jailbird negro, even after he had sworn
o three or four other atfidavits and
had admitted criminal knowledge and
complicity In the erime, and was
self-confessed linr and perjurer—in the
face of all that we were willing to be-
lieve his lust story,  The only ground
on swhich we could have done this is
that we relt Frank was_ guilty and
were, therefore, ready to believe any-
thing that seemed to confirm it,

“Ihird, T submit that Frank should
have a new  trinl  because, under
the awful tension of public feel-
ing it wus next to impossible for a
Jiury of our fellow human beings to
fave granted him a rair, fearless and
mpartial trial.  Public sentiment i the
mightiest force in the world; it orders
revolutions, declares war, makes peace,
writes laws and enforces or annuls
them, Public sentiment is mightier
than our constitution, mightier than
the government, mightier than the
courts of Inw; and public sentiment is
miade uwp of what the majority of the
people are thinking and feeling, I do
not understand how it finds its way
into human minds and hearts, but you
walk down the streets and it gets you
in spgme wireless way and sets you to
going.

Must Have Been Impuessad.

"L dg not know whether the shouts of
the massed Dpeople reached the judge
and-jury, but they could not help being
deeply, impressed and profoundly influ-
enced by what the people were think.
ing and feeling. A juryman does not
cease to he o man and human being
when he becomes o juryman. He feels
the awral weight of responsibility and
he does not chuuse the. task. He doex
not want to carry the terrible load of
deciding the fate of n human life alone,
and 'he will not cavry Lt alone if he can
help it, e haturally wanis as many
ax posgible of his fellows to share the
load of responstbility. He knows him-
selt to he a man among men, and he
instinctively  seavches faces in

thinking and feeling, He is human,
also. and wants the approval of his fel.
lows and feels that he Is safer and
more likely to be right when he is act-
ing in accordance with the thoughts of
other men as good as himgelf. The
Juryman  saw the solid mass of his
fellow-citizens all against the nccused;
he knew himself to be no wiser than
they, and he could not be but pro-
foundly influenced by their attitude. 1
believe that the jurymen did the very
best that they . could; did as we
would have done under the cireum-
stances, but the c¢ircumstances were
such that none of us could thave been
fair and impartial,

“Lastly, justice has nothing to fear
nor to-lose in _granting the accused no
new trial. If Frank was proven guilty
once, .he ean be proven guilty again;
racts do not change, If he was con-
victed by false witnesses and is a vie-
thm of 'a criminal conspiracy, it sught
to be known hefore it is too late, for
the truth will be known some day, If
we do not know It now, and if then it
is found that we, in our haste, put to
death an inpocent man, the memory of

the
courtroom to find out whnat others are;

it will lHve with us to our dying days
jand the responsibility ror it will face us
[at the judgment bar of God, and At-
rlanta will never be able to remove the
blot from her falr name,

. “If he is granted a new trinl and is
eonvicted agutn, we shall have nothing
(to say, and  we should have nothing
to say. Our minds will be at rest. But
;a3 1t 18, many of the good thinking peo-
ple of Atlanta, without regard to race
cor religion, are restless and uneasy and
;haunted hy the fear that the accused
may not have bheen fairly tried and con-
vieted, 'The hope of the world is fu the
righteousness of the common people.
We may be swedl off our feet at times
and our indignation at the vile deeds
of evil men may casily become a pas-
gion that beclouds our reason, hut we
must somehow beat our wad back o
open-minded reason and vighteousness.
We must be fair, we must bhe righteous,
we must be good., T.et us be afratd of
nothing except justice, tremble hefore
nothing save duty undoue, and then no
matter what men wmay think of us. we
shall be able to think well of ourselves
and shall have the blessing and the ap-
praval of the God of justice and right-
eousness, hoth hiere and yonder.”

Dr. Holderby’s
Plea.

“The Watchman on the Wauall” was
the subject of Dr. Hulderby's sermon
Sunday morning at Moore Memorial
chureh, and is in part as follows:

“The Watchman in the days of the
Prophet Izeklel was commanded 1o
blow the trumpet and thus warn the
people of the danger from the approach
of the enemy.

*“Phere is a deep spiritual meaning
{o these words by which wo are ‘tnughg
than o kel e hitiess .o

he prei [6

“1t would be well for every preacher
to realize his solemu responsibility
for his people and for the community
in which he Jives.

“It is plainly the duty of the preacher
to warn men of their guilt and daunger
or the blood of the man who sing will
be required of the Watchman,

“To warn men of their sins is preach-
ing the gospel. Sin i3 sin wherever it
is found, whether in the mansion of
the rich or the hovel of the poor—
whether it be in ruler of the nation—
the judge on the bench or the man in
the slums. Al these are to be warned
and rebuked by the gospel, and it is
the business of the preacher to sound
the warning.

“As a preacner of the gospel and as
a cltizen of Georgla, it hecomes my
duty for tHe second time to warn the
state of the sin and.- danger of taking
a human-life uniess i1 is absolutely
sure that life has been duly forfeited.

“L&o M. Frank has been condemned
to die. (r he is the man who cruelly
and inhumanely murdered an innocent
child, as is alleged, he cught to suffer
the extreme penalty of the law,

I am not asserting his guilt or in-
noccnce, nor o I ecare any more about
Frank than I would about the poorest
negro in Georgia. I never heard of thixs
man until his arrest. I would feel it
my duty to appeal for a fair trial for
any man

“This ¥rank has not had, as every
unbiased man must admit; nor is it
likely he can ger such trial in Atlunta,
on account of the prejudice against
him. This should not be, but it is true,

“1f the evidence against thig unfor-
tunate man is true—ir there be no rea-i
sonadle doubt, then he pught to suffer;
the penalty, Rut it would be unfair tv
hang a sheep-killing dog on the evi-
dence upon which Fraunk has been con- |
victed.

“Should this man be executed, and it
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lieve. however,

be discovered that he was not guilty,
then the state of Georgia would be
gutlty of an atrocious murder.

cAs o citizen of Georgia, [ am not
willing to go up to the bar of judg-
ment with my hands reeking with the
blood of my fellow man, and this 1s
what every citizen of Georgia would
be guilty of if an innocent wman be
hanged, It ig for this reason [ am
making this appeal for perfect fairness
and justice. - . X

“In the name of God, who is a just
God, let us be very careful, and not
Lring blood upon our state. .

“There are some able and distin-
guished lawyers and judges and many
other promiuvent men in Atlanta and in
other sectiong of the country who take
the same posifion as 1 do on this ques-
tion, They have a right to their opin-
ions, and they have a right to express
their opinions, even if courts have ren-
dered their verdict. 1t is humanh to
err, and no men are infallible,

“Phis is no critieism of the courts,

but a simple plea for justice.
Dr. Rodgers’

Sermon.

As a prelude to hig regular Sunday
night sermon at the jlast Atlanta Bap-
tist church last night, Rev, Julien =
Rodgers. the pastor, touched upon the
Frank case, In the course of his re-
marks b said:

“T don't know who Killed Mary I’ha-
gan in the pencll factory lust April, and
I don't believe the public knows. There
are mysteries that have never heen
cleared up. But of two things I am
convinced: X

“1, Leo Frank has never been fairly
convicted of the crime. T wouldn't
hang a yellow dog on Jim Conley's tes-
timony. mueh less a2’ white man. who
comes into court with a4 character here-
tofore unchallenged. As to some of the
other supporting testimony, there has
been so much apparent jockeying and
reneging, that it is impossible to tell
when some of these affidavit makers
are telling the truth, and when they
are not. Human life is too dear to sac-
rifice on that kind of evidence.

“2, Until the doubt is cleared up, Leo
Frank shonld have the benefit of it.
The law grants him that, and we should
not demand lesg than the lnw, The
great state of Georgia can well afford
to spend a king's ransom rather than
hang a man about whose guilt there is,
at least, a« great shadow of doubt,

“I aom sure, therefore, that L.eo Frank
should be given a new trial, and,
necessary, a change of venue, ] be-
Atlanta  and  Tulton
county will give him a fair chance for
his Mfe. It is not the spirit of zither
to do otherwise,

‘“The fact that Frank is a Jew should
not discredit him. His race is the mira-
cle of the ages. Tt stands out conspiec-
ously for patience, forbearance and
obedience to law. If Leo Frank is.a
criminal, it is not because he ig a Jew,
but in spite ot jt.”

Line Speaks Next Sunday.

Dr. Fred A. Line, pastor of the Uni-
versallst church, did not discuss the
Frank case Sunday morning or during
the night services, hut he made the an-
nouncement that he will discuss it in
a germon next Senday morning.

Instead, Dr. f.ine discussed the Bible,
“Its Truth and Its Revelations)' [e!
impressed upon his congregation that
the Rible is the book of truth and the
word of God. He brought out that
there are two Bibles: one the old, with
its time-worn theories and tceachings,
and the new one, with its teachings of
intelligence and scholarship.

I'r. Line's sermon was listened to
with interest by an exceptionally large:
congregation,



