MRS. NINA FORMBY MAKESAFFIDAVIT TO ASSIST FRANK
The Atlanta Constitution; Feb 23, 1914;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

MRS NINA FORMBY
MAKES AFFIDAVIT
TOASSIST FRANK

Understood That Defense
Has Paper Signed by Her
in Which She Repudiates’
Affidavit Given Police.

CHARACTER WITNESSES
MAY CHANGE TESTIMONY

Reported Defense May
Make Attack Upon Detec-
tive Rosser, Who Secured
Evidence Against Frank.

Another interesting development in
the Frank case came to light Sunday.
when it became known that attorneys
for the defense have obtained from
Mrs. Nina Formby an aftidavit reported
to accuse detectives and the police of
invelgling her into a  “frame-up”
against Frank shortly before his trial
. A member of the counsel for the de-
fense stated that the affidavit was In
existence, but that he did not know its
exact detalls. He declared it would be
of ald to the dofense, and that it would
create astonishment upon being made
public. Rumors were that she accuses
the police department and detective
bureau.

Character Affidavita,

A number of affidavits from charac-
ter witnesses, repudlating thelr testl-
mony on the stand, 18 likewise reported
to be in the hands of the defense. Itts
said that a number of girls and women
who testified for the prosecution have
repudiated their testimony and have
furnished evidonce that will be used
hv the defense In its probable move to
gain a new trial.

Attorney Tather Rosser, when com-
nunicatéd with by s Constitution re-
porter last night, declared that he had
nothing whatever to say regarding the
Formby atfidavit or the others. He
sajd that, for- his part, the defense
would make no statement of any Kind.
He would neither deny mor affirm the
affidavit.

C. W. Burke, the private investigator
attached to Rosser's office, who obtain-
ed the Albert McKnight atfidavit which
was published in the Sunday morning
papers, is sald to-have-secured-the ad-
mission from ths Formby woman. It is
numgrc*};};a& she declared her state-
ment made' 'to Chlef Reavors, Solicitor
Norsey .and a number of detectives sev-
eral weeoks previous to the trial, was
falsc. and that she was coerced into it
by detectives.

1t i3 also reported that the defense
has evidence attacking Bass Rosser, a
headquarters detective, who has been
assigned fo the Mary Phagan murder
since the. body's discovery. Rosser
found Monteen Stover, the girl who
swore ghe visited the pencll factory at
12:05 o'clock on the day of the murder,
and found Frank absent from his of-
fice,

In Dorsey’s Office.

Ile was also instrumental in unearth-
ing considerable evidence produced
againgt the prisoner durlng trial. -For
the past several weeks he has been de-
tailed excluslvely to the office of So-
licitor General Dorsey., .

Rumoras are that Rosser will be
charged with concocting eovidence
against Frank, and of belng a party to
the accused “frame-up” sald to be
alleged by the Formby woman. A num-
ver of affidavits, it is statéd, are on
hand to substantiate the reported
charges againat him,

Another rurhor is to the effect that
investigators for the defense ave prob-
ing the report that signals were given
by the Frank jury at least forty min-
utes or move before their verdict was
rendered in the courtroom, and that
the nature of their decision was gene
erally kno¥vn in the court consider-
able while before they filed in for
their announcement,

The defense will have nothing to say
on this. A member of the counsel has:
said, however, that they had heard ru-
mors that the jury had signaled its de-
cision.

The Formby woman's affidavits, made
for Chief Lanford, Chlef Beavers and
Solicitor Dorsey quite a while before
the trial, set forth that she had re-
celved a telephone call from Leo
Frank about § o'clock on the afternoon
of the murder, and that he had fran-
tieally pleaded with her to permit him
to wecretly bring a girl to her house
on Pledmont avenue.

11lad Becn to Her Place..

She also- stated that although Frank
had been to her place repeatedly, she
would not allow him to visit again,
and that she refused under the pre-
tense of leaving her apartments at
Piedmont avenuc and Currier street for
an automobile ride.

The affidavit attacked Frank’s chai-
acter. But' little faith, however, was
pinned to it. She was not even called
to testify. Her police record was bad,
officlals say, and she is said to have
Dbeen the keeper of a disreputable re-
"Bog;:r signature was put "
fidavit in the office oxf’ De‘tlg:t?v;héh?;;
Lanford, and in the presence of Judge
Nash R. Broyles, Sidney J. Coogler and
otheis, ' The woman was visited at hep
home by detectives and Chief Beavers,
Lanford and the sollcitor general. '

Reuben Arnold said to The Constitu-
tion last night that the defense would
tauke no action at all in - the trial of
Jim Conley, which is scheduled today,
on a charge of accessory after the fact
in NMary Phagan's murder, “We have
nothing to do with that,” he stated.

It was rumored that the defense
would make a vigorous effort to block
the trial.  The negro's arraignment i3
expected to take place some time this
moruing before Judge Ben Hill,
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