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Conspiracy Charged
And Other Arrests
Expected to Follow

Lawyer for J. C. Shirley, the Man Accused by,
Ira W. Fisher of the Mary Phagan Murder,
Declares That Two Atlanta Men and One in
Birmingham Will Soon Be in Jail—Blackmail
Was. the Object of Cbnspi rators, He Says,
and Their Game Was Foiled by Quick Action
Taken by Chief Bodeker, of Birmingham.

SHIRLEY MEETS BIRMINGHAM WITNESS
AND PRISONER REPEATS MURDER STORY

Rosser and’ Arnold Show by Their Action in
Turning Myslerious Witness Over to Officers
'I‘hdt-They Have No Faith in His Story—His
Wife, His Brother and His Sister Declare
Their Disbelief—His Wife Is Suing Him for
Divorce—His Long Police Record Is Exposed
by the Department. |

Police headguarters {3 in a ferment over the exciting turn taken last
night in the case of Ira W. Fisher, the mysterious “witness” in the Mary
Phagan murder, who has been placed under arrest on a warrant charging
criminal I{bel, sworn out by the man he accuses.

Heiis being held as one of a number of mgn who police officials say
will be arrested within a short time on ‘warrants charging _conspiracy to
blackinall. .Onie will bo issued sowme_titio today against a Birmingham man,
it {s safd, who-went with Fisher when hé.later told his first story to Chief
Bodeker. '

Two™ 6thers will be sworn out, it {s stated, against Atlanta men who
have been assodiated with Fisher. This decision was reached about 9 o'clock
as a result of action taken by the chief of detectives, who faced Fisher with
the. man he accuses, J. C. Shirley, a prosperous furniture dealer, of 809
Marfetta street, '

Without the blink of an eyelash, Fisher faced his man, reciting’ practi-
cally the same story he had told the chfef of.police in Birmingham. He sat
in the office of the detective chiet at headquarters. Shirley faced him stolidly.

When Fisher had finished his narrative, Shirley arose from his seat, walked
toward his accuser and cried; '

“You lie, you skunk, you lel!” .

FISHER PLACED
IN CELL .

Fisher was then taken downstairs, where he was placed in a cell. He
seemed not to mind the imprisonment, *I expected it,” he said, "when 1
decided to tell the truth., I will suffer a lot. That was taken into considera-
tion when I consented to come to Atlanta.” These remarks were addressed
to a reporter for The Constitution, who had heard him face Shirley with
his story.

Shirley is being represented by Charles JI. Graham, an Atlanta attorney,
with offfces in.the Kiser building, who was, counsel for Newt Lee in the
famous trinl of Leo Frank, It is at Graham’s advice that the furniture dealer
will issue the proposed warrants againét, the other men who are said to be
in the alleged conspiracy to blackmail him.

L

The detectives say Fisher was caught in a material lie last night, when

they investigated one of his statements. In telling his story, he said he
had driven with Shirley.to an address on Bellwood avenue, the home of
Mrs. Willlam A, Holloway, where Shirley had delivered a4 bureau. Detective
Starnes went to the residence in an automobile.

Mrs. Holloway, whose name had been given by Fisher, said she had
never purchased wares from Shirley and that she did not even know him.
Furthermore, she said, she had not bought a bureau in several years. TFisher,
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when confronted with the result of the detective's 'trip, persisted fn main-

taining his original statecment.

STORY AN EFFORT

TO BLACKMAIL.

Attorney Graham, In talking with
reporters after a lengthy conference
with Chlet Lanford, said thai Fishers
talo was only an effort to blackmall
Mr, 8hirley, who is generally known
to bg wealthy. Fisher Is only a tool,
he stated, but was assigned to be the

“goat” hecause he was a suave talker
~—which he seems to be—aund a plausl-
ble liar,

“Tomorrow,” declared Grabam, “I
fntend to take steps against tho_ Bir-
mingham raan and two Atlanta men,
one of the latter of whom would nev-
er have been suspected of bheing con-
‘nected © with such an outrageous
scheme ns this effort to blackmall
Shirley.”

fle was not reluctant to give
jnames, The Constitution representa-
tive obtained them, but they are with-
H6ld until action is taken. According
to Graham, Fisher was {mpelled by his
~o-conspirators to go to Chief Do
deker and tell his story. The lawyer

elleves che then intended communi-
cating with Shirley to obtain money
‘for which he would drop the matter
and disappear,

The plot was foiled, Graham says,

when Chiet Bodeker hegan action so
qulckly toward having him sent to
,Atlanta to tell his story.  Graham
says he expects Fisher to break down
and confess the “scheme.” Toward
this end. he will interview tho pris-
oner this morning. Itisher says he
hus but one story to tell. That is the
one which lhe repeated fn Shirley’s
presence, .

Graham says further:

“It 1a either an attempt to black-
mafl, or a plot even more fnfamous,
One way or the other, we will find out
within 2 week, Other arrests, 1 am
sure, will prove it."

Shirley Faces
His Accuser,

There was a dramatle sceno {n the
detectivo chief’s offico last night that
thritled even reporters and dotectivis
whon Pisher narrated his story be-
fore the man ho charges with Atlan.
ta's most atroclous murder, Shirley
was anxlous to face his nccuser. The
Birmingham man apparontly evinced
the same anxlety, There was not a
protest from elther,

I"isher was seated near Chlef Lane
ford's desk when Shirley entered the
room, Shirley was angry and there
was a scowl on hig face, I[Msher's
oyes were wandering, which scems to
be habitual, He i{g nervous and, while
talking, his hands are Incessantly
moving about. Ho cannot hold them
still, although f{t- is apparent he
gtrives to, holding tho fingers clasped.

Shirley was accompanied by two of
hiy brothers and a frlend, Newspaper
reporters were allowed within tho roem
and also a number of detectives, 1.6
“witness,” whon requested by  Chlef
Lanford, began his story in calm, even
tones, haiting, now and then, to run his

‘hands across the forehoad and through |

his halr, which i8 shagsy and in need
of trimming.. .

“Mr, Shirloy and 1 went down to
Broad and Marletta streets the Batur-
day of the murder in his wagon, aftor
first delivering a bureau to Mra, Hollo-
way on Bellwood avenue, We stopped
at the corner, and 8hirley safld he
wanted me to hold tho horse while ho
wont down to the penell factory. e
sajd he had a date with ‘Hattle,! which
wag a name of tho neighborhood for a
gikl named Mary Phagan

“I waited for an hour and a. half,
maybe, Ho loft me about 1 ¢'clock,
(U'reviously, Fishoer had told reperters
that tho thne Shirley hagd left him was
12 o'clock noon.) /le got'back botween
2:40 and 3. Ho®sald he had ‘*played
hell fn general,’ and wanted me to leav
town.” . '

Tells Shirley
Story’s Straight, - .

Ilere tho mau looked Shirley in the ]

eyes and sald: .

wihat's straight, Me Shirloy, and if
you tell tho truth, youw'll admit it

o1 told hitn I didn't want to, leave
Ho sald I would have to ge. We drove

to the Unlon station and he bought a
tickot to Xlljay., Then ho put me on
the trajn. I webt because I was nfrald
of him. You know you thrvoatened me,
v.t. Shirley—-you know it. I went to
Biitjay, stayed two_waeoks, thon caino
ack to Atlanta. I stayed hore two
weeks, then left for Cupp'grhlll. Tenn.,
bocatige he wanted me to.

*{sher later told of rocelving two
letters from Shirlca{ oontnlnlmi $26
reach, and a third lotter with 38, two
of which he got In Parkersburg, Ala,
fand one !n Birmingham. Iio anld ench
fetter had been torn fo plecos and that
there remained no evidence of them.
when his story was finlshed, ho was
given the'epithet of “skunk” by the
accused man, who nlso added

dded:
“You know it's a d—n lle. Why don’t

| New Phagan Murder Witness
And Man Whom He Accuses

‘INA W. FISHER.
Mysatorlous man from Birmingham,

you tell the truth. It'1l como out in
the long run.”

“No,” answoered the prisoner, “I've
told the truth, There's nothlni; else
to come out. You can put me In jall
and kcop me there for the rvost of my
natural days, but 1 can’t tell any more,
‘'ve told all 1L know and have told it
strafght.”’

Another phase of Flshor's story which
seems to puzzle the dotectives 'is his
statement that ho had nevoer seen C. W,
Burkoe, who brought him Irom Birming.
ham, until Saturday night. Burke, in
hig statemeont to reporters who met him
on the train at Austel]l Sunday morning,
declared that ho suw IPlshoi ag early us
Briday night. ‘This was also known by
Chief Lanford, he says.

Fisher Sticks
to Story,

\

Fisher sticks ta it that he did not
goe Burko untll Saturday night, when
tho Atlantn man, accompanicd by n Bip-
mingham detective, met him on theo
Strects,  He was not acquainted with
Burke, ho says, and theo Intter was
armed for him with only n description

and his address furnished by Chief
Bodeker. ,
The prigsoner explained hls atory by

anylng that he was urged by Joe Hicks,
of Birmingham, to go to Chiof Bodeker
after Iigher had wired ' telegram to
Leo M. rank in the Fulton county
ail. The telegrutn, he sald, road:
“Sond me _transportation from Biy.
mingham. I know something that will
help your ¢ase.”

llc decldres this message {8 on filo
iy tho Birmingham telegraph office,
Hloks, ho sald, with whom he worked
on the Louisville and Nushville rail-
road, after seeing the tolegram, adviged
Flsher to go to the police chief, Unou
oing, IMisher was accompanled by his
ellow woKman. .
“Hicks did -most of the tnlking ot
e_chief,” IMsher sald, K "
“you merely did the corroborating,
put In Chief Lanford.

“yoy" tho "wilness” answered,

«f thought so,” replied the chiof,

0 you mean?”’ "
I’ilq——-you ought to know.
RBut I don't,” - i "
."Then, you'll find.out goon enough.

“You Are Telling
Remarkable Lie”

1 “ -
“Pigher,” sald Lanford, “you are tell
ing a remarkable lfo; we'll have to

~
=

| prosses their sentiment,

J. ¢, SHIRLBY.
e Inughs at charges of Fishew

hand it to you for that.
best for you, however, if you como out
with the truth, Criminat Hbel, you
know, {8 gerlous, and it'll sond you to
the pon for »_good, long stir.”

“I" know what erimiuni tibel means,
all right,” the man answercd., “But 'in
not going to be convicted. They can't
convict o _man for truth, I expected
this troublo when I told the story,
That's one reason 1 withheld it so

long.”
“tHow long have you using
other

It'll bo the

heen
™ he was asked.
never used it nor any
drug,” wag his answer,
rou look ko It.,”

s because of asother thing, 1
need o drink,”
Fisher's bond has net yet beon fixed,
1t will be nrranged some time today,
however. The dutoe of his hearing has
not bLoen set. This dopends entiroly
upon theo time of the proposed arrest
and the thne requred for the investi-
gation to be mude by the detectives
and Attornoy Graham,

Shirlc?' told reportera that he had
aboat changed his opinlon of Fisher's
sanity, nnd no\}-‘regarded him as an
exceptional crook, who was belng made
the to»sl of congpirators who sought
to fleece the Atlanta man out o
moncr.' “I had ncver thought of it
ho wald, “until my lawyar advanced: tho
theory. '\

Famous Song .
About Shirley,

The accused man s the sunject of
the famous song of  the troubadours,
“ghirley Came to My House,” which
{s undoubtedly famillar to every stroll«
ing musician of the south. It has to
do with Shirley, the “furniture man,
who sold goods on fnstallment, and
cowld furnish very cheaply & good
bungalow “for two" for, the hero and
heroino of the song, It was composed
by a stroling musielan, ‘o friend and
customer of Shirley. )

A startling angle of the prisoner's
nareative fa his .declaration that he
way Kept in the offlce of Tuther, Itya-
ser purely by force, whizh was oxertnd
by Burke. “When ho usked to be al-
lowed to-leave. the place, he sald to tho
detaotives, ' Burke would not lot him,
locking - the door and telling him of
many painful thln%a the detectives
Who were waiting for him downstalrs
would do to him, .

howaver, that Attorneys
Rossor nover did speak to
him throughout the tinie he remaincd
it the Grant bullding, and .that thoy
nover aven came into the room while
he was talking, IHo gave his state-
ment to o stonographer In the presence

of Burko, Ho wondored, ho sald, wh
Arnold nnd RRoSSer nover apponred Lo,
foro him X

He was’ relonged from his gremi-
prison In_ the Rosser officos in the
Grant building about 5 o*clock In the
afternoon, Before giving him to qu-
toctives who wore waiting outside, the
attorneys turned him over to tho news.
paper men. . ‘

Defense Through
With Witness,

“Here, _here, boys" sald
Rosser, Jr, take Kl':'n out ofm}m’;

Lot'a got rld of him,’
And,

Judging from the attitude ot
Mersrs,

Rosser and Arnold, this ex-

Although they will make no defitifte
statement to that eftact, Messrs. Ros-
aer and Arnold evldentlrg have washed
thelr handa clean of  Figher and his
stor{. sked by roporters §f they
would noed the man in the future, they
answerad: -

‘No, we're through with him.*

Tho accused iman Is_an acqualntance
of IFlsher's,
in the neighborhood of his furniture
ostablishment, 0 nover saw him,
aays, on the day -of tha Phagan mur-

ar, In fact, ho states he was not in-
timately ncqualnted with the man,

“1 am willing. and roady to nccount
for every minute of my time on the
day Mary Phagan was killed,” he told
a Constitution.reportor. *This man is
nothing but a lunatic, fife ought to bo
in somebody's asylum." - .

For the first time Figher told his
story to reportors Monday, He did not
look liko a man who was telling the
truth, . Although his statoments seam-
ed well-rehearsod, hig eyos never rost-
oii but for a second on any one partic.
ular spot.  Reporters who tried to
eateh thom and hold them In the gaze
were unsuccessful, They roamed over
everything {n the roomn :

Prisoner Is
Very Nervous,

Hae was norvous and fidgety,
hapds moved nbout Incessantly, as is
chargeteristio of ono who Is teillng a
falsohood he realizes is not being be-
lloved, He needed a shave and a bath
and a collar, and_ frankly admittod
that a. drink wouldn't' do any harm,
He_donies that he 18 a drug flend.

For governl hours Lanford and De-
toctive John Starnes put the Birming-
ham man: through a wvigorous third
dogree. Thoy wero not Impressed with
hig answers, and sald that they dld not
bolieve -one word of his tale. They
were puzzled to account for it, how-
ovor, saying that #isher must boe suf-
foring from halluclnations created by
d‘ri:‘llx ‘or '\v,h{)s . b

sher's’ balloon ogn
early Moudas: morning. = Tho Hent ai
was jabbed "Into ir'hla:wlfo and
slator, both of whom ilve at 734 Mari-
otte street.,  Bach declared theéy would
notu blfllp‘\fr?v t:\o,,ttnnnl on‘konth, that he
was an etorato drunka
often uaoﬂmorp‘x\lnc. nrd and had

Telling Lies, = U
Says Wife, ' "

“He's telling lles,” they sald. . .
thing ou:;ht to be done ‘&’vlthdhlm?'?mc

His wifo wns the cause of his nrrest
during the tlrn% of tho year. when she
sent him to Fulton county jail for dis-
order ho had created at the home. He
algo is & probationer under Officer Sid-
noy J. Coogler for drunken and disor-
derly conduet, for which ho was arrost-
cd during the lattor‘fmrt ot 3

Mrs. Flahor stated, too, that Flshor
was in Atlanta on the Sufiday followin
the Phagan tragedy, which statemen
cor}trndl ts . that part of the story ho
tells of haying left town the previous
Haturday dftornoon. ° She says he is Jr-
respongible and will _cm_m? arm to
g?lwgrgjr,,hp;w Hot taken. In hand by
“*It was learned Iast night that an ef-
rori had been made some time ago hy
both Probation Ofticer Coogler and by
Marlon Fishery a brother to the “wit-

=
o

and his

rothe

ness,” to nuve IPisher adjudged insiune,
The brother puts no.mltfi i tho story,
and, like Fisher's witoe and slster, be-
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Ho says Tlghor once lived.

lioves it 18 the product of o disordered

rain, i , .
If Wisher is falsifying, he I8 a wary
finr, C. W. Burke, the detective in
Rosser's office, who has been handling
the Fisher angle of the case, and who
is tralned in the detection of lies, told
reporters that, nl!l\ouﬁh he did not be-
lfeve the story, he had so far been un-
abla to cateh the man in a single lie,
“fHowever,” sald  Burke, I am
through wlth'hlmk for good—get me
right on that! ,

g0, thero,wns o sigh of reliet in
the whole Rosser office as Tisher's
unkempt bulk walked out thyough the
door hetween ‘Detectives Coker and
Garner. Garner and Coker had kept
an all day and night vigil on the Grant
building, exbecting an attempt to spir-
it the man_nway. B i

Detectives Are
Taken by Surprise.

Thoy were taken by surprise short-
1y before nightfall when gurku came
to thelr post downstairs and Informed
then: that Mr, Rosser had agreed to
turn the "witness” over to the police.
Tie first was glven to the newspaper
nen, who interviewed him in the unique
boudoir of n lawyer's library in which
he_spent two durs and n night,

t 18 lkely that police authorities
‘wlll tako- 8téps to have the man ad-
ijudged mentally irresponsible.  In that
{event, he wlll ba sent to some institu-
tion where hia case might bo properly
‘attended to. He already has been in
‘a sanitarium for the drink cuve, which
|seemed to have et no success.



