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MARY PHAGAN, THE VICTIM

Story of Mary Phagan’s Death
As Representatives of the State

Qutlined It

The jury has said that Leo M. Frank
Is guilty of the murder of Mary Pha-
gun ’

With that verdiet fell upon Krank
the awful shadow of the sallows and
death,

This Ig a . fearful shadow to gwell
ime 1 I8 o fdnight of horeor s
bliaek und - dreadful than mere words
can conjure up,

But there s anothor shadow which
hovers ovoer Leo M. Frank—i shudow
bewide whose unspealiablo  dluekaess
the thoughl of mere death brightens
to the soft roseate glow of 4 swod
and sonl-resting twilight!

duod Name Jeopnedized,

This othor shadow 1s the great binck
blot of the crime thut must besmudge:'
the good name of Leo M. Frank go long
ay the nume shall exist mml people
shall be able to remember.

13y ity vordiet the jJury drow t'us
great black sinudge across his nanw.
Whetlhier, If the world knew what Lo
M. Frank knows, ‘twould sUill be so. is
another ‘question, If unwittingly the
jury has wade 0 groat a blunder, il
the more horrible Is L to considor the
gmiltch upon the name of an innoient
man. - S

But, trus or upglrue, the Jury's. veye
diect has cast the shadow on’ Frank's
name, nnd this is the shadow ay, ont-
lined in Uhe prosecution's argmment:

Leo M. Prank, superintendent or the
National Penell company's factory, on

to Frank’s Jury

Forgyth stroet’, sul alone in his office
on tha sceond tloor of the penclt fac-
tory at noon on Saturday, April 26, and
awalted the coming of Ittle Mary Pha-
gan to draw the $1.20 wages that wan
e hew .- Bhe was pretly and sweet
and young, and l.co PFreak had de-
signs wpon her. 1lle wasg expecling her
weetval and had arranged to cxecuty
these evh designs,

Qn the floor below lurked hix dusky
henehmen, Jim Conley, with whom hel
had avranged to waten for him while
be received "a young ludy In his of-
fice."”

Mury DPhagun Arrives. !
A few minutes after 12 o'clock hit-;
the Mary werived and went (o Frank's!
office and usked for her pay, which
e superintemtent gavo her. ‘

Then foy smme purpose Mary Phagan'
walked back to the metal room on
the sceond . floor and Ivank, intent
upon fulfiiling his desiroe, followe:d
her on tiptoe, -

{lis "negro sentinel,  Jim  Conley,
Iteurd the steps above him.

Frank - approached the girl  and
made advances upon her, Sho  waz

voung and fnnocent. -8he resisted him.
Frank was displeased and struck her
# blow n the cyo. The girl fell und
struck her head, cuttlng a great gash
fn the bhack of .
Conley heard her scream.
What Shonlidl Feank Dot

S he gzivl lay upon the floor. What
should Frank do? In desperation he
usked llllllml’!lf the question. If she
revovers she will tell aud 1 will be
ruined.  She must ot Jive. !

The declglon was quickly ade, e
tled w cord aroind hor neck and
strangied the Hfe from. her hody.

Monteen Stover hud como to Frank's
offlce For hor pay. ‘T'hat wasg a nar-
row escape, bul she was gono now und
he wus safe. N . .

Conley heard Feank’s steps as he

ran to the head of the stalrs and
called him,
Ile wont to Frank's assistance.

In terror Frank nald:

“fhere's a ghrl bavk there 1 hit 'm:o‘
cidentully.” :
Aud Jim Conley went bunck and

found Mary Phagan dead, i

Frank's next step, according to the
stute, was to hide the body,

And so he told Conley to wrap it!
up In a plecd of cloth and tnke it 'to
the basement. . i

Just us he would wrap up a bunch:
of clothes, Conloy bundled the hody of
little Mary Phagun Into the cloth, and
nfler two efforts gol his grewsome
burden on hiy shoulder, With hulf
Nt Journey to the clevato:r done, he
iropped  his burden and” mopped his
hrow. vt '

oMy, Frank' he sald, “sho's too
houvy, you'll have to help me '

Kvery tfnutes was  preclous  and
Weank cursed and swore, but he toolk
ter feot and Jim took her head and
the horrible journey :to the elevulor
began once more. ' .

The motor to the elevator was off
and the switeh losked up, 80 Vrank
hurried for the key and unlocked it.
' Lenve Body i Bnsement,

Tagother they. put the body In the
elevator and carried ‘It to the base-
meént, FPrank standing astride his vie-
tim. : ‘

In the bagement they left her and
the pulr went back to Frank’s oftico
to cover (hefr tracks and transact
certadn flouncinl ends of the bargain.

Ifecling himsolf yot unsafe, rank
had Jim Conley to write notes tend-
ing to Ineriminate anyane but him-
self. And when he hud given Jim
Instructions to come back that after-
noon and hurn the budy in the furnaee
in tho- basement, he went ‘howme to
Juneh, '

He enmo bhack after lunch to sec that
Conley burned the Dbody, But his
henchman was asteop and could not
wike up, ' .

Newt Lee, the watchman, arrived at
1 o'clock and Frank sent Mm away (or
two hours with the hope that Conley
would yel come and together they
might burn the body and destroy all
traces of their erimeo,

But Jhn nevor calie rud it remalneq
tor: Frank for the rest of his lite to
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cover the crime and divert suspiclion
alonyy asewhere if ho could. R

This i brief 1s the blot that the jury
has charged against tho ntime of Leo
M. l«‘rugk.

Tonumerahle Inctdents,

But there are other incidents Innue
merable in the story of tho groat fight
that was conducted from that day until
the jury sadd that Frank was gulity,

There was manifold mystory and
suspleion thatl shot in a dozen difforent
divections.,

The murder first camo to light about
4 o'clock on the morning of Sunday,
April 27, the day following that of tho
commission of tho crime,

Nowt lce, the negro night wateh:
man at tho factory, on his nightly
rounds, discovered the mutilated hody
of the sirl tying face-down in a re-
mote corner of tho basemont,

He notified the polico and sald that
lie attompted to nolify I'rgnk and
could not. .

he Constitution  earriod  exclusive
news of the murder, and first told the

world of one of the most horrible
atrocities In the history ‘of crime.

Nowt l.co was placed under arrest
and rushed to pollce station. There
was an Insignificant attempt to take
him from the wutomobile fu which he
wan being carrled, but it resulted In
nnught,

Goes to Undertaker's,

Leo Frank was taken to the under-
taker's to gee the body of the girl and
identify it. . .

He was also taken to police station
to assist in solving the mystery.

For days Newt Lee was grilled by
the detectives, but without gaining
auy more information than he gave the
police on the night he notifled them
of his grewsome tind.

Arthup Mullinax was sald to have
been scen with the girl on tho night
of the murder, and was arrested. le
told a straight tale and was nble to
substantiate 1t and gain his releuase.

By his time John Black,’ of the po-
tice detective force, was beginning to
formulate a theory of his own about
tho murder. Ho conferrad with hls
chief, and Frank was brought to tho
police station once more. Frank pave
an aceount of his actions on the Jay
of the murder.

When Frank loft the station houso
that day, which was the Monday fol-
lowing the murder, he hired tho Pirk-
ertons to assist In the search for the
murderer,

The same afternoon J. M. Gantt, a
former employeco of the factory, who
had been seen at the factory on the
Saturday of the killing, wns arrestel
fn Martetta, apparontly flecing from
the scene of the crlme, and was
brought to pollce hendnuarters. Ganit
was questioned, but was able to os-
tablish his  innocence and after a
short:lved fmprisonment was releascl.
» Frank Charged With Murder.

The next day Franlk was brought
once more to the statlon house, this
timo charged with the murder.

Attorneys Luthor Rosser and [Hor-
bert Haas were cengagesd to défend
him,

At the coroner's inquest Frank was
forced to glve a detniled account of
his whereabouts and actions on the
day of the murder. At the Inquest a
number of girls, some of whom gave
him none too savory a name, \wore
called upon to testity.

'hé coroner ordercd hhn held for
tho grand jury.

While washing a shirt at the factory
In order to appear morve respectable at
the grand jury hearing, where he had
been called as u witness, Jim Conley,
the negro sweepey, was arrested,”

No Attentlon to Conley,
No purticular altentlon.was paid to

Couley at the thme. ‘But on the day
that Frank, was Indicted for the mur-
“der Conley confessed to the author-
;ship of the murder notes, and accused
Frank of having dictuted thein.
After thnt & nmuber of vory star-
j tiing statements came from Conley.
All of these ho denounced as willful
les when hie mado the final statement
In wihleh he confessed himself access-
lory after the fact in help rank to
kdlnposn of the body. :
" After having been postponed from
1ts first daie, May 30, tho trial of Len
M. Frank, charged with the murder
rof Mavy Phagan, came to.court July 23,
Judgc Roans ono of the bost known
Judses in eriminal casos (n the state,
was-upon the bench, Hugh Dorscy,
sollcitor general, who had represented
the stute in othor fanious cases, notue-
Hly . the Daisy Grace tnd the Callle
Applebaum cnses, was the prosocuting
attorney, Luther Rosser, whose famo
as & erlvinal lawyer -was  whiely
abroad J4if the land niveady, was aug-
mented by  Reuben Arnold, another
brilllant legn) Jight, .
‘ Jury Quickly Choxen,
Under. the directlion of these able
men tha case procecded. ‘Fho jury
was ehosen In incredibly short t'me.
I'ie > stary of how the prosecculion
"bufit up a formidable chain of elrcita-
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stantinl evidence 1s history.

According to the solicitor's wit-
nesses, Frank was the last man seen
by the vietim. Ie had refiised to sive
Mary Phagan's pay to a gl chum
for her on the day previous, showins,
claimed Dorsey, that he was planning
to meet the gihrl on the next day.

JMm Conley testifled that ho had
watched for Frank on the day of the
murder, as upon other occastous, while
ho consorted with women and girlin his’
oftice. ¥lo testiffcd that ho had neard
footsteps leaving Frank's office and
had Inter heard the glirl scream. He
testified that he had helped Frank
carry the body to the basement, had
‘written the note at Frank's dieta:
tion, and had promlsed to meet Frank,
In the afternoon and burn tha body.

For days Rosser and Arnold strove
to break down the negro's story, but
were unable to do It

Frank's character was placed in lIs-
sue, und the prosccution produced wit-
nesses and even were able to muks
some of tho witnesses of the defense to
testify that - Frank's “charactor was
bad.

Frank’s Deamatle Stntement,

The last and most dramatic of the
testimony was that T.co M. Frank
himself, who went upon the stand and
told the story of his 1fe, accounting
for his tlme on the day of the mur-.
der tn most minute munner.

Again and again had the press urgel
Irank to make some %ort of n state-
ment to the publie, but not once did
a message come from his cell down in
the ‘Tower. When he finlshed his
statement it was with these words:

“Phey have called me the silent
man. Now is the time; here is the
place. T havo told the fruth and the
whole truth” : .

Then came the britllant battle of the
wits and oratory of the lawyers, 1c
was a long and hard-fought hattle.
The faces of the jury wero inscrutable,
and no ono could say what they would
do. - .
Tho sentiment.of the courtroom hab-
{tues was plainly In favor of the
prosccution, Dorsey was repeatedly
chearcd 1o the streels, and once in the
courtroom ftself.

Verdict Quickly Reached,

The cnso was closed Monday and
went to the jury. In a few hours the
jury had made up thelr minds that
Frank was the guilty man and so
turned in their verdict,

Thore are hut two courses that
Frank may now pursus to regain bls
fite and frecedom, and these may dJdo
‘nothing more than to postpone the
effect of the verdict of the present
[Jury. Frank may ask for a new trial,
and in case thig Is not granted may
appeal to the higher court, Should
the higher court grant this new tvlid
he has one more chance; should it not,
he must die unless the governor shoull
seo fit to Interfere.



