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II MARY PHAGAN, TtIF.~ VICTIM 

·Story of Mary Phagan's Death 
As Representatives of the Stale 

Outlined It lo Frank's Jury 

cover tho crime nrid dh·ert a11s11tclon 
;:l .. 11.1'H c111cwhoro If ho could. . 

'l'hls In hrlcf Is tho blot tllnt tho Jury 
haH uhnrgod ngulnot tho nnma of r.oo 
!\!. l•'rn~k, 

l111111111crnhlo tnehlent11, 
nut there n1·0 other Incidents tnnU• 

mornbl<! In tho story of tho gront light 
that wns ,condnete<I from th11t d11y until 
tho Jur)' said that l"rnnk wns guilt)'. 

'l'hero wns m11'nlfold lll)'story 111111 
fft1sr1lclo11 thnt shot In a dozen <IHToront 
dlrcctlona. ' 

'fhe Jury huH snhl that 1.eo .'II. l"rnnk I' 11 1 t' 1 1'ho llllll"<lor nrst cnmo to light about 'or~» l s I'<'~ • su t. " mie In his oNlco 4 o'clock on tho morntng or Sundny, 
Is guilty of tho murder ot .'ll111•y l'h,1· on tho ~ccond lloor or the pencil Cae· ,\11rll n, the dn)' tollowlng that ot tho 
gun tory at noon on Hatunlay, .\p1·il 26, n11cl commission of tho erhno. 

\\'llh that nritlo'I r .. 11 1111011 l•'r:11111 1Lwnlll'1l the coming of llttlo Mnry Pim· Newt I.cc, the 1101fro night wntc!J.:. 
u11i uwrul ~hailol\' of t!lu ·.;allows 'Jn•l gnn lo 1lrnw Ille $1.~0 wages thnl won 1111111 nl tho Cnotory, on hlll 11lghtl')­
di·ath. 11111• hN'.. Hirn wns protl}· niul Hwr:ct rounds, dlsco\·crcd tho mulltntod body 

111111 ,.01111 g and I.co l"r'" nk hnil d<'· I or the girl lying; (11cc·<lown In 11 re· 
'l'hl~ '" It f!!Ul'flll ~hndul\' tu jlWell · ' ' IJIOtO COl'llOI' Of tho bnsemOllt, 

111. II IM u 111hl11lgltt uf lwrro1• 111"r' Rl!lnH uµou her. 11 " "'" 8 o>1podln)( hrr llo nolllled tho pollco nntl s11ld thnt 
hll1~·11 und . ilreadrul than mere wor•IH urrl\•nl and 111111 u1·rat111<:J tu o:irn1·11h1 I lw 11tto11111ted to notify l"rnnk an<\ 

th1»to' "vii tlcH11rn«. could not. 
can co11J11ro ·111•. (111 tlw 1111111· holow l111·k<'d hi>< 1hHI{,\' 'l'hc <!onstltullon. curried ~xelu~lvo 

But thoro Is 1111otho1· sh1ulow w!lh·h h~tt~hm"u, ,Jim Conic)', with whon1 1111. nrws or tho murder, and ni·Ht tol<l the 
ho\•cra o\·ur J,oo :\I. l'r1111l<-1L Hhtulow h<11I 111·r111g~d to wntctt for him wl:llo 
hcn:du wlooMO llllHlllHllrnlilo il111ck•1l''H h( I N'l'll NI "II )'OllllU ludy In 11111 ·>!· 
llt11 thOllghl of IJICl'C dcnlh \irltrhtt''IH llrll." · 
to tho soft rose11tc glow oC 11 Hll'O.!' .\lnr~· l'hu1w11 .\rrln•H. 
11nd solll•l'CHllng twilight! .\ fow n1l1111ltH urtcr 12 o'(•lork lit· 

Uu111l Nnm" .rro1111rdl;1.1•cf, llu :'11111')' •~t"l'I 1·e1I 1111d w~nl to l•'rn11l1'H 
• , nf(k!! null 1rnkod for hor 1my, whl< II 

'lhlH other shndow Is tho grcnl l>lac.;<, l\ho s111H11·l11tc111tcnt g111•0 hut'. ' 
hlot or tho ~rime th11t llillllt h£>!!1111Ht11;t• 'l'hnn fo1· HOlllO pllrposo Mnry Phag:m 
tho good 11111110 ot 1,co .;M. l•'rnnk HO lon11 wnll(Q•I lmet1 to tho 11101111 room on 
au tho 11111110 sh111l oxlHL 111111 11euJ>lu tho 11uco111I · floor 1111!1 l•'r1111k, Intent 
~hnll bo ublc to remember. 1111011 (U!fllllng his dc11tro, tollowe:I 

I 
, , . · . 1 hc1• 011 tlt>tor, 

Uy 111 \orc.llcl tlro Jnn th ow 1 i:s 11111 '11cg1·0 1uml111el. ,Jim Conley, 
g1·enl blnck umndgc ncro~H hlH 111111111. lumrd the Htcp11 uho\'O him. 
Whcllu.11·, Ir the worlll know whut 1.1:0 l•'runl< n11111·011rhed the girl nn•I 
·lt. Prunk knows, •two11ld 111111 he Hll. 111 ntnd" mlv11111?eH 111'011 her. Sito wa:1 
another 'tlllCHllon. IC unwlltlltl!IY I h" )'<JllllK lllHI Innocent. flhl! rn«l11tcd him. 
JUt'Y hllK 11111do KO grout II blund<'r, thl Pr11nl1 Willi cll~1•lOnKcd 111111 Hlntck h~r 
lho more horrlhlo IH ll to con11hl.i1· tliu 11 hlow 111 lhn ··~'<'. 'rho gh·t Cell un•I 

11tnwl1 lier h<'tlrl, c111tl11g n great ~:o~h 
11111ltch upon th~ 11111110 of 1111 111110: cul In the Imel< or 11• · 
1111111. . Conley hearcl her 11cren111. 

Uul, true 01· u11t1·ue, th•• Jur)"s. \'••1:. \\"11111 Slrnnhl l•'r1111k llof 
diet 111111 c1u1l tho 11huilow un· l"r1111ll:.'H 'l'hc ;.:11'1 Illy 1111011 .tho f1001· .. What 
1mmc, 1.1111 lhh1 Is tho shudow llH. o•ll· RhoUlcl. l"r;onk •In'! In 1le:111ch1tlo11 h•' 
llno<I lu ~ho 11roscu11t1011'11 nrgument: 1111kc:1I himself tho c1uct11lon. If Hho 

l.t'IJ :\1. l~ranl<. 11111mrlntc:ulent ol ·1 lw roi'o\'<lrli llhe will tell 111111 I will he 
Nnllonol l'c>nell com111111)''l! fn<'lon·. on 1·11111n11. ~ho 1111111t i1nl 111·c. 

'l'he d<'l'llll\ci1 11·1111 ttulclcly 11111tlc. lie 
llc1I 11 cord nroi1111l hor 11ccl1 nntl 
stmngktl the llfo (1'0111 her 11011)•. 

:\luntl'Cll Htonlr l11ttl eo1110 to l•'ranlt'h 
Offkn fol' hOI' 1111)', 'l'hlll \\'UH II 11111'" 
row "11c1111c, liul 11ho w11s gono now 111111 
ho wu11 ~urc. · 

{~onlt:y lw111"l l•'rllnlc'I! sto1111' ns he 
r1111 to the hc1HI of lho 11l11ll'H 111\tl 
callcil him. 

II" wont to l•'rnnl<'lf n•slstsnce. 
In tenor Jrrunk 1mld: 
'"l'hcrc'i; n glrl llnck there l hit ac· 

uldt>ntnlly.'' 
,\1111 .llm Conley wont .Jmck e.1111 

fc11111tl ;\l111·y Ph11g1111 dcnd. 1 

l•'rnnk'H next 11tc11, n.ccordlng to the 
stute, was lo hldo tho hod)' . 

. \ nd so ho told Conley to wrnp It : 
1111 In 11 plcco or doth llll,<I tnko It •to 
lltr. h11scmc11t • 

. luKt 1111 he wouhl \\·rnp 1111 a bunch 
of clothes, Conley bl11Hllell tho body or 
llttlo :11 nry l'hn1:i111 lnlo tho cloth, mtcl 
nfler two rrrorta gol his grcwsomc 
hm·clcn on hlll shoulder. With h11lf 
his Jom·ne)' to tho clov11to:• done, he 
1lro11pcll his burden a1111' 11101111od hlH 
brow. · · 

".'\Ir. l•'rnnl1," ho snlcl, "aho's too 
honv)·, yo1i'll hn\'o to help mo." 

l•l\'Cr}' 1ntnutcs w111t prcclollH nnrl 
l•'r1111l1 Clll"Hl!d 111111 1<wo1·e, hill ho tool\ 
her fcot und ,lfm tool1 hc1· hcnil nnd 
tho horrlblo Jolll'IH•Y :lo tho clo\'lllor 
1Jcg1111 once more. · 

'l'hc motor lo th<J .clovn tor w1111 on: 
and thu switch looked up, so l"l'lrnk 
hurried for tho koy · and unlocl<ed It. 
· l,Nl\'C 11011)' ·hi Jln1um1ont. 

'J'ogothcr they. 1>ul lhe, body In the 
elc\'ntor 1111tl carried 'It to tho b11sc • 
1111mt, l•'rnnl< stnndlng 1u1trldo hlB vie· 
t1ri1. • 

I 11 .thn h111rn111cnt they tort her and 
tho 111111· weiit buck to l•'r1111k'11 oftlc& 
to co\'CI' th•lll' truclu1 nnd trnnsnci 
certnltt fl11101cl11l cndll or tho b11rg11l11. 

l•'ccllng hlnurnlf )'Ot 11111111fo, l•'ra1tk 
hnd .11111 Conic)' lo write notes lend· 
lug to l11orlml11nto mu·ono but hlm­
ficlf. And when he hud gh·en .llm 
l11Ktructlu11u to como hnck th11t nctcr· 
110011 uud buru the body In the f111·11nc.i 
In tho· hn11emont, ho went home to 
lunch. · 

lie cnmo buck 11flcr lunch to sec that 
Conic)' bul'llcd tho bully. But his 
llc11chm1111 wns 1111lco1> nml could ·not 
wnkc up, . 

Newt Leo, tho \\'11loh1111111, 11nl\'cd nt 
·I o'clock and Frunk sent h.fm awuy Cor 
two hours wllh the hope th1Lt Conley 
would yet como nml together tho)· 
might burn tho body 1111d dcstrO)' 1111 
trn.,es of their crlmo. 

Uut Jim 110\'or c11inc· Rlld It rorn11lnc<l 
C111·· 1•'1;nnlt !01· tho rest .oC hl11 lire ~o 

wcirld ciC ono ot tho most horrll.llc 
ntrocltlos ltt tho hlstor)' ·of crime. 

Xewt I.co w119 11t11eed u11der 111Tl'lll 
111111 1·11ahc1l to 11ollco slntlon. 'J'hm o 
was on lnslg111fl1•a11t attclllt>t to tuko 
him (1'0111 tho m1tomohllo 111 which ho 
was he"1g carried, but It rcsullod 111 
naught. 

Gou to Un1lorfnl<t>1"•• 
l.eo l"l'1111k was taken to tho 1111<\or· 

tak~r'H h> eco tho Lody ot the l!ll'I 1111d: 
l<leatlf)' ti. . . '1 

He was also tnkon to 11ollct' station. 
lo assist In noh·lng the myatol')'. ! 

For <lnys NC'Wl J.C'o was grlllccl by 
the dctcoth·cti, but without gaining 
nnr moro lt\formntlon th1111 he gtl\'o tho 
pollec on tho night ho notllled them 
C>f his growsome llnd. 

Arth111• Mulllnni.: wns ~llld to hR\'ll 
hoen seen with tho girl 011 tho night 
of tho murder, and w1111 nrre11tc,1. !le 
told a strnlghl tnlo · 1111d w11s 111>10 lo 
suh~tt1nll11to It nncl grLlll his rolcusc. 

B;· his time ,John mack,' ot tho lhl· 
lie.: de1oet1vc Corce, wn11 bnglnnlng to 
fornrnlnle a theory oC his own 11bont 
tho mta·dc>r. llo co11for1·~1I with itls 
chlof, 111111 J<'rnnk was brought to tho 
police etntlon oncn more. l"ranlt gn\'•l stl\ntlal ('\'ltlencc ts hlsto1·y. 
nu ac1~•111nt of his ndloni1 011 tho olny .\<·cording to tho sollr1tor•11 w•t· 
or tho 111\ll'der. ll('HC'·s, Frnnk was tho Inst nmu 1<ce11 

Wh<'n !~rank loft tho stullon h!JllSU lw tho \'l<'llm. ll!l had 1·ehisr.ll to gf\·•· 
thnt da)', which ll'llY the ~lou•hty fol- :'>iar~· Pl111g1111·~ 1•ar lo a girl d111111 
loll'lng till' murder, ho hired th.i Ph~k· !or hl'f• on th<• da~· 111·e\'lou~. showlu~. 
crto1111 lo .nsslsl In tho ecnr<'h tot• tho cluhnNI llor•<"" tlrnt h<' w1111 t•lannln:; 
n1111·<1crc1-. · lo meet the gil"I on tho next clay. 

'!'ho snnrn 11tternoon J. :\f, G11ntt. a Jim Conic\' testified that ho hit.I 
Carmer e11111loyco o'f tho t11ctor)', who wntcl1e1l for ·J~rank on tho day of tho 
luul hco11 seon al tho fnctory on tho mnr<lor, ns upon other O<'<'aslons. whllo 
S11l11r<1ay ot tho ·killing, wns nrreste:I ho consot'led wtlh womm1 and girl tn his· 
In M11.rloU11. 1111p:1rontly ftoclng Crom omce. Ho testified thnt ho hnd neard 
tho sccno of tho crlmo, and wus footsteps lcn\·lng Prnuk's ofYlco und 
brought lo. police he11d11unrter11. Onntt hull Inlet• hcRrd tho girl scr~11m. Ho 
wns questioned, but was 11.blo lo CB· testified th11t ho hnd helped Frank 
tablleh his limocenco and nftcr a carry the body to tho basem<'nt, had 
~hoa·t:llvcd Imprisonment was rclc:nc.1. ·written tho 11oto at Frank's dicta.· 
.. trrnnk C'l1nrgNI "'Ith llurtler. lion, nnd had promlsoll to meet Frank, 

Tho 11cxt da)' Frnnl< wns brought In tho nftornoo11 nn<I hurn tho bod~·. 
onco more to the station house, tlils For dny11 Rosser 11nd Arnold stro,·e 
limo cl111rgcd with tho 1nurder. to brenlc down tho 11eg1·o's story, but 

.htll1111<')'8 i,uthor Jtussor and Hor· woro unnhlo lo do II. 
berl Hans wcro ena·11g~d lo dercnj l"rnnk'H ch11rnctcr v.·as plnc~d In Is· 
him. 11110, 1111d tho prosecution produced wit· 

,\L tho coroner's .Inquest P1·11nk wns n<'ssos nnd even were 11\ilc to t1111k.1 
rm•ce<I lo give a tletnllctl 11cco1111l of 1101110 or 1110 witnesses of the ,1crensl) to 
hlK whotnabo"nts and ncl101111 on· tho tostlf}' that l~rnnk's · <'hnruclor wns 
dn)' ot tho 11111rcter. Al tho Inquest n bn<I. 
11111nbcr of girls. somo of whom g11V<:l F'rnnk'• nrnm11th• Stntrmrnt. 
him none too savory n name, wore Tho Inst nnd moat dn11n11tlc ot the 
c11llNI 1111011 to tcstth·. testimony wns thnt 1,eo l\l. Frnnlt 

'l'he coronH ortlm·i:~ him held fot•, hlmsolt, who went upon the stnnd 11ml 
tho gr111111 Jiit)'• I told tho slorr or his life, llCCOllllllni; 

While \\·nHhlns 11 shh·t nt tho fttctol')' ror his tlmo 011 the day of the 111111" 
In order lo nt11mar more t·es11cct11hh• 11t • dt:l' In 11108t minute manner. 
tho grnnd Jury hearing,. whoro he luul I Agnln nnd 1tgnln hud tho pre~s 11rgc1l 
been called ns 11 witness, 0lh11 Conl<>y, I J.'rnntc to mt1l<o some i;ort or 11 state· 
the nc1p·o K\\'(lopcr, wus 11rrcstcd. · I mcnl lo tho puhllc, bnl not 011ce dill 

No Attention to Couley, j n mcs8nge come rrom his l'Cll clown In 
.No 1111rt1culal' altentlon wns 1111lcl to I the •rower. "'hon ho nulshr.d his 

Co11l1?y nt tho ll111e. .)Jill on tho dny, statomcnt It was with tlorso worlls: 
lhnt Frnnk was htdlcled fot• tho mnr· j "1'1loy ha\'O cnllc1l me the allenl 
dcr Conley' c:onfcsscd to tho nutho:·. 

1 

m 11 11. Now IH the time; hero Is the 

1 

Nhlt> ot the murder notoa, nrnl nccmmcl, 11lace. J ha\•o told tho truth nlld thu 
: I"rnnk or hn\·tng dlch•tcd them. ! whoJ(' truth." · 
l After llmt a nmubl'r pf ''ory stnr· •1•11.:11 came the brllllnnt hnttle of tho 
I tllng slntcmcnta c1111111 from Conley. wits nml or11tory of the lnw~·crs. Jc 

I 

Alt of these ho denouncod 1111 wlllCul wns· a long nnd hard·tought hnttk. 
lies when ho ·mndo tho nnnl statement Tho t11cc11 or tho Jury were lnscrut•1blc, 
In wihlch no confcsso,1 himself 11.ecose· and no 0110 could any what they wouhl 

1 ory nrtor tho. r11ct In ltcLp l•'rnnk to do. _ • 
I dispose of tho hot!)'• Tho senll111ent.of the courtroom hnh · 

I

. Arto1· having been post11oned trom lh1cs was ph1lnly Jn favor of tho 
Its nrst dnte, .May 30, tho trial of J,e•t prosccntlon. Dorse)• wns rcpci1tcdly 
::\(. Prnr11<, ehnrgc<I with tho m11nle1• c1tenre1l In tho utreets, nnd onco In tho 

:-or Mnt•y Phngan, co.mo to.court July 2~. courtroom Itself. 
1 ,t 11d110 Uonn• 0110 ot tho boat knowu Yerilll't Cl11lekt1· RHel1ei1. 
Judscs In cr!mlnal cases. In tho state, The cnso v.·11s closed J'lfo11d11~· 1111d 
w1111-1111on the l>•!llCh. Uugh Dorney, went to tho jury. In n rew hours tho 
Hollclto1· general,. who hull rn11roscntcd jnry hnd m11da up th<>lr mln<IB lJm•. 
the state in othor famous cnsos, nc."1· Frank wns tho guilty man and 811 

bly. tho 011.IB)' Gr11ce und the C11lll•J turned In lhtlr \'crdlct. 
Applchaum enscs, \\'RS the prosocutlru;' Thero arc hut two courses t'h;it 
1ttlornoy,. Luther Rosser, wl1oso fumo Frnnk may now p11rsuo to 1·cgnl11 hlll 
us a· r.rlminnl lawyo1· w1111 wltlcl)' ttro amt freedom, and theso may ilo 
ubrond ·ht tho land ulrl!ad)', wos 1111:;· nothing more than to post1>onc llM 
montl'd by Ro)lhcn Arnold, nnoth"r : crtecl or the verdict of the presc11l 
brllllnnt legul light. · IJur)', Fmnl1 may nsl< tot• a new trlal. 

JJ•r>· ttulekl)' Clio11e11. m1cl 111 c11110 this Is not gt·nnted ma~· 
Unde1• tho !llrccllon or t11eijc 11bl<' nJ>pcnl to tlic higher court. tlhoulol 

111e11 tho cnso 111·ocoeilccl. 'l'ho J111·y tho higher court g1·1111t this llllW trial 
wRs chosen ht lncre1llbh• short l\mc. he hns one more <:hnnco; should It not. 

'rho 11to1·)• of how tho llf'l)Seoutlon ho must dlo unluss tho go\'ornor •lw11"1 
hullt 1111 a formld11blu chulu or clrcur.1 · Hee Ill to lnto1·rore. 


