
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Mary Phagan Was Strangled Declares Dr. H. F. Harris
The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); Aug 7, 1913; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)
pg. 2

Mary Phagan Was Strangled 
Declares Dr. H. F. Harris 

Or. ltoy l•', llBrrls, tho po.lhologl~t, 
hoad ot tho etnte board ot health, nnd 
tho export who oxhumod and exnm· 
lnod tho body ot l!ary Phagan, wont 
on tho stand at thll oloee ot tho n1•. 
g11u1ont O\'or Judgo Houn'a roaorvud 
doclslol\ to con Unuo tho teat1111ony 
from whlclt ho "'"" Interrupted b'rl· 
dny by a Cnl11tl118' spoil In the 00111·t. 
room. 

Ho still 1111rtored Crom \fealc11es11 and 
WaR nltoW<ld to BIL In R ho:wll)'·llP· 
holatarcd armchair. 

He was qucallonod tint by Sollcllor 
Dorsey, 

"IJr. ltanlR, whl\t 11 your pn.rtleular 
brnnch ot ntcdlolno?" 

"lly usunl lino 111 pathology, chum· 
lstry ttnd ohomlcal wo1•k, 11.11 well na 
dlngno11ls." 

"Can )'Oii lndlcato the 1illfnR of whl\t 
you s1iw on !ltnry Phagnn's body which 
ah11wcd atran&'ulatlon?" 

J>led br BlrnuirulaUon. 
"rt wn11 out ot tho quoatlon that 

hor death WM caused by n blow 
011 tho hol\d-lt wnn not suttlclllnt . to 
even pro1\uco notlconbfe prou11ro. 'l'ho 
onl>· thing evident from which doath 
~ould hn\'e re11ullod was tho doop In· 
dentntlon l\long tho thront, obviously 
ln!llclod during life. Ther<& wera 
othor elgn11 ns woll-tho protruding 
tong1111, congostod blood In tho fl\OO 11nd 
hnnds, nil of which Indicated,, that 
atraugulatlon had cauaod do11th, 

"Did you notice the larynx 'I'' 1 

''Yea: tho1·0 1eemel\ no damngo, 
~n~ I 

"\>It\ you 1111e the '\flndptpef" 1 

0 Y<!s.t• 
"Did ;you tnko It out?" , 
"No· the1ro socmed but little dnmMl'!I 

to It. ' l did not romovo It bcc1111ae t' 
did not wnnt lo mulllato lhll poor 
child any maro than nocoaan.ry," I 

"Did you aeo tho lungs?" 
"Yea, but lht1 lu11g11 wore congested,' 

due to tho une ot formaldehyde u•od 
111 omblmnlng." 1 

'fho aollcltor Mkod tho dCICllflftll tor' 
tho bloody stick found by Plnkertons 
on Mny 10 In tho poncll factory. It: 
was producocl nnd shown to tho PhY·' 
SICll\11, I 

"Oo yo11 think tho blow 1ou tountl 
on tho chlltl's head could hnve boen 
lnflloted by a cudgel like this?" 1 

"ln my 0\1\nlon, l would think not' 
-tho gnah 1vldentl7 wns lntlloted with 
11omo 11h1itp l111trumont." 

"Did you mnko n 11clcntlflo eitamlna­
llon of tha Cemnlo organu?" 

''lol~nce ndore neath. 
"Yos: r mndo a mloro1copl0 11xaml· 

nation." ' 
Dr. Hnrr\11 at lh\11 point teatltletl as ' 

to tho condition ot tho org1rne o( the 
girl to show thnl vlolonco ot some SQrt 
had hcon do11e bor. 

J..'ollowlng thoso quostlans Dr, Hnr• 
rls wna asked regnrdlng cartl\ln n· 
porhncnt11 Ito hnd mado on dlgoatlv11 
orgnns relntlVll to their Mllon upon 
cnbbngo. fie had atarled to dolnll a 
teat ho had ml\tlo twolvo yenra ago, 
whon• noasor ot>JcotOd t.o Illa porsonal 
oxporleneo. being put botoro tho Jury, 

'"l'hla wltnea11 la testifying to ~ 
11clenco w.hloh dlreotly conoerna this 
caso," uld U10 solloltor, "And I 1111b­
mlt thnt IL la llb&otutoly relovnnt nnd 
admlselblo. 

Onl7 One to Mnlu1 l~xt1l'l'lmcmt. 
''l lcnow ot 110110 other who bn1•0 

mado this exporlmont,•• 1mld tho doo· 
tor, "nnd ~her;llfor() r 1tcclde1l lo mako 
It myeolr. 'rho etoml\ch frco" ll11clf 
quickly ot cnbbngo Rlld bre111l. ll 
trce11 IU!olf u q11lckly of enhbago ns 
It rloos ot n. mlxturo ot lhe two. 

''As 80011 Rs l saw tho 11ecullnr ro· 
lallou of cabbniru to this CO!IO l know 
tho girl hnd co11111 to her del\tb or to 
uneonsclouaneen at tho limo dlgoallon 
Wl\s atoppc<l." 

Al this J11nctu1•0 tho \\'ltnou wn• 
i!loprHl<l bi· :\lr, 1lossc1., who dcclnrc<\ 
thnt the axvort lllllAt gl\·e. or detail, 
the ecloneo of his 8\1\l~m<lnt. 

"IC that cl\hbngo hlld been on mY 
11tomaeh," 1111ld t.hc attornoy, "It would 
stav l'horo until tomorrow." 

'l;he sollcl\or proteatod to tho ob· 
Jllllllon, •M•lng that Pr. ltnrrla hnd 
alrendy et11tad It& wns the 1>nly m11n 
who hnd e1vor mllllo. a11ch an exporl· 
mont. 

rt \\'Rft tol101\1ng thla anortlon that 
llto tlrst lnJoctlou ot tho Grace case 
wns mndo Into tho Frank trlot. Attor­
ney Hooper brO\IS'hl colll(lnrlson h)' 
romlm\\ng Jud.g& noan of n decision 
ho hail mndo In tho famou11 cnso fol· 
rowing an exporlmont b)• two mnrlc~­
mol\ with to\'olv11rs nl 1>0\1011 hllC\d· 
QUartera <\11rlng oo\lrRe of t'ho trial. 

'"rwo men, who woro not mrruirts " 
snlcl Mr. Hoo11or, "went to po\lco head· 
fl!lnrtN'll nn<S, with ·11lstob, detarmlnei\ 
tho <llntsnoo req11lred to lntllct pon•dor 
ntarka upon 'II. white cloth. There, 
n•ero no ei.:11orts In th11 toat, but thoro 1 

Wl\11 an ex11orlmant. nn whleh your 1 
honor ruled trwornhl)•," 

"You ean gtvo tho aeJc,nco ot yo11r' 
exPcrlrnont. Dr. llnrrlA," ruled Jurlg~ 
llOl\n, "without dlHcloslng Ibo proco98 
by whlob. your knowleclga was 
gained." 

Glrt•11 lltomnch Normnl, 
. Jl'ollowlng ~·lllch cnmt1 rt docl11rat1on 
by Dr. l!l\rrla Lhat tho girl's •tomnch 
waa normal. 

'l'ho tlllfo11e11 frel)Ul')nlly llRkl')d Judge' 
nonn tor rull11ira to obJoct10118 which 
they mac\e, In · cnch lnstnnco It wu 
apcclnenlly requested that Pnrllculn~ 
note bo lllnde nt It In tho roeordll. rt 
wns obvhrns tht\l Ccmnt\ntlon WRe be­
ing lnlcl for nppoal tor no1v trlnl. 

During tho courso or an nrgumont 
which Co\low6d nn objection to cer­
tnln pnrlJI ·ot the o~t•ort's te11thnony 
Attorney llo113er 11Co11sod tho wllnos& 
of being h1ton11oty arl\'Umonlatlvo, 

,!l•'o llllrr111 Cl/llll11ue1I: 
l rooonlly experimented with lou· 

poraona with cabbngo cookod by atr ·' 
C'ofoull\11 nn<! In onilh cu11 .tho ;l'l'c!t 
upon them wns tho snm&, that 18, .per· 1 

lalt1h1g to dlcost1011, 'l'ho rcau1t.i nhm 1 

WCl'O tho Balllo 1\11 found In .Mnry"P1111. I 

gnn's bo1ly." ' 
At this Dr. Harri" nttcmplccl lo· ills· I 

play tho vial~ ot cnbbugo removild I 
Crom lhu slom11chs or tho men on whi>m' 
ho hnd ma<le tho ·oxiterlmont. Altornoy f 

Hosner voiced objection. 1 

D<'llevu uo.,tun Are Guualuir. "Did yo\\ find an)' of the cabbnse In 
At tf\11, .Mr. Hossor l111laled lha.t Dr. Mnry Phagan'11 body tu ha\·o b~on 

HarrlJi tell hie reaaon11 f<lr k11owl11.'f inulaltle<I ?" 
tboao focts. "Yt•s, l'vo already c11:11lalned thaL" 

"I don't know whnt the doctor lllNln:i "Whnl were lhu vropC<tllvnale parta 
about \his and about thnt," ho snld In lier etom 11ch?" 
"for r think nil thnt1 doc\ora ar~ "Ninety per cent water, 10 per c~nt 
guessing moat of th& limo." 11o1Jd." 

J\H\go Rul\n cn•lllontd the wltncM• "'l'he lnwortant conatllutnte, then, 
to toll pur11ly all ho founrl In hla ell· nre 11, l'he ~olld, I\& the tlul·' ainouti\• 
amlnntlon. u • 

"I found In Mnr>· l'hai:nn'.11 ease." l\f) to .. ~~~.''llllle?" 
51\hl, "'tha.t flVen t\\11 )>l\r\IOlos nnety "Ia eabbngc nourlsblng!" 
chuwod were not dli;entod al all. • I •I· 
p;esll..:>n h11d not t:on11 on lo llnf ext•ut "Abo11t e,a much as any othtr ,.,.Ke· 
lit lh11 tlmo ot dlln.th or unconaclous. lablo. No vegotablc 111\1 any great 
noas." l\mount ot nourishment." 

It w1u whllo ho \Vas ir.tto1>mptlng to "What gutrlc Juko la created by 
ell'.l'laln ono of his own theorlell ubt. th~ inouth ?" 
lnl\' to lhl• condition Dr. llnrrl• waa "Sttll\'a." 
lnlerrt:\>tod by .\Ir. I~o1u1e~. who aald ~ "ls thl\t a dlgullvo property?" 

"\'ou RhoUhl not glvo your opinion.' I "\'os." 
doctor, nor m11-lco Pl\y 11tump specchoa," i "Wlmt chcmkal properties nre l'l 

"{t wus clt'!1r that this cl\hbl\KO hnit 8all\•a7" 
not e11torcd tho gmallor lnlesll1101." "It hcl1>s digest th& starch th1tt 
contln11cd th<' \\•llne~s. "n·hlrh enow~d goes Into the stomnch." 
that tho r.ont~nls ... r tho stomnch had lloro »1-. Hnrrls b~t·1Uno slightly 111, 
not bc~n prc•sod Into tho lntMtlnr.,; nnd, at hlK reQUest, w111 remo\'ed !ro1u 
n.l tho lime ot <leath. · the stand. 

I "Also tho l\lllollnt of gastric Juice :n 
1 thla, cnde wna loss limn wouhl hll\ o 
'occurred In an hour In &n ordlnnry 
cneo. lh'droehlorle ncld tormR nt cer· 
lain periods ot dlgeatton, and had not 
formed In thla cue or Mary Ph!Utn.n 
Thero wa• no Crco hydrochloric acid, 
but thoro 1\'Cro 32 dcgnos ot combined 
hY1lrochlorlc ncld. 

Olrl IJl.'lld In Fort)• lllnntu. 
"In thlo eon~. tho combine<\ hydro· 

chlorlc wns nbout tho nmouut one 
would Bllf)POftO to l!lCIAt Within thirty 
or forty minutes. I ha\•n nssumcd thn l 
t)lo girl, nttor sho nte, was den1\ with· 
In that longlh of time-thirty or tort)' 
mlnu1e11. 

"Anothor IJllestlon Is tho' 1•nner!'nlte 
Julco wouhl ,mako lls npponrnnro In 
tho stonu•ch nnd lnte11th1ce within that 
period. It n•11.11 11b•ent In thlR ell.So." 

"Wns talluro to digest cn.hbnge due 
to 1t11 condition?" nslcod tho sollelto'I'. 

"No, the dlgcsll\•e fluid waa thero." 
"Was there nny oh11tructton In tho 

!low ot tho lltomach's <'ont~nts?" 
•\Nono .. " 
"Would a blow or ntruggle C'hc<'·lt the 

\lrOCl!88 or digestion?" 
HYea.0 

"Hnd digestion up tho limo ot death 
l1roi;-rosso,1 tnvornbl)•?" 

"Yes. Her dl1tullo11 wne normal." 
"Dr. lftl.rrls, ~·Ill )'OU l>loaso give tho 

Jui·y eomo ldoa ot lho ppwer of mng­
nltfcnllo11 your microscope proJcctod 
upon tho atomnch In your 11xamlt1a· 
lion?'' 

"My mloroacopo Is the flnc"t mnde. 
It could hnvo enlar11ed objcct11 thou­
s1111da oC tlmoa." 

"How 1lld tho atat11 of broad corro· 
epontl to tho atato ot the oabbago?" 

"Just the snmo." 
"Supposa It had been ohllwed up an· 

llre\y, would thl\l ha\'O ha.d any cr­
foct ?'' 

"l-<o; tho effiltlt would hove been the 
sun1e." 

At this point Attorney Arnold took 
11p tho croij&·exnmlnatlon. 

"Whcro di«\ Mr. Douor tlret tnllt to 
You nbout thl11 matterf" he asked. 

"l don't recnU," 
AHlced lfllll to Kttp !lllent, 

"Pld Mr. Doraoy request )'oU not le 
mnko the reault ot this examlnatlr.>I\ 
11uhllc?" · 

"Yea, sir. l told him l would toke 
tho casa and go Into It thoroughl)', 
There wns •on1e ouggeatlr.>n or pol· 
•on, and I mndo an examination to1 
1•olso11, but no110 \\'I\& found." 

"Couldll't n man bo dying and nl\ tlu 
11p11011r1111co In thlR onso ho produce~ 
b)• 1111ttlng n. cord around Ills throat?" 

"1 think not," 
"A man might bo dyh1g from strnn· 

gulntlon for nn hollr, mightn't he?" 
"Yes.0 

"H1\\'h1g explah1ed, doctor, that 
den.th b)• stranguln.llon WM mote \he 
1·oault ot tho body retaining pol11on! 
lhnn Crom the C111lure to got Oli'.)'gen, 
>·ou still atnt& lhnt la corrool, ch?" 

•·Ycs.' 1 

"It b1·eath wa11 cut ott complololy, 
how long bcforo 11- mnn would die?" 

"No 0110 hna ovor been nblo lo as· 
ccrtuln dctlnltely," . 

"You UY >'our first Intention wn! 
lo oxnmlno Mary l"h11g11n'K body for 
1>olaon?" 

uros." 
"Wlrnt kind of 11olso11°?" 
"Alcolnld." 
"\\'hnt olso?" 
"Str)'chnlno or morphine." 
"\\'1111 thoro any nrannlc In Ghct'R· 

ting's 11mbnlmh1g formula.?" 
ui"os!' 

Jflldt' fltC! 011111111 .,....,,, 
"Whn.t teat did )'011 mnko for pol· 

s1m?" 
"Tho opium tost." 
"Dl<l you toot Cor mercury?" 
"Not dlroclly," 
"!<'or what ntlnernl poisons did yo" 

test?" 
"f did not t<lst for mineral poisons." 
"l>hl yot1 rn11ko tho poison teats bo· 

toro you made the othot117" 
"I mndo thorn all 11.t tho same lime.'' 
"In how mnny p11rl11 dhl you divide 

lhn contents of th" stomach?" 
"l dl\•ldoc\ them Into nil ports nee. 

es1mr)'I 1 do not reoollcot the exact 
11umbor." 

"How man)• testa did you m11-ltc?" 
"l:llx O\' eight In all, all of which 

wore neCtnSl\TY ." 
· ''Wllnt wn11 tho first teat r' 

"'ro determine vl\rlous IJUnntltles." 
"What 1vns l'ho second?" 
"F'or Jlydrochlorlc ncld." 
"Jlow di> )'ou n'IM.1111re hydrochloric 

l\Oh\?" • 
"ny dt-gr41111." 
"How mnn7 drops would 32 degrees 

form?" 
Pr. Ilarr\11 f~ured for 1e1·crn\ min· 

utes on hie notoboolc, multiplying, di· 
Viding, RO)'lng tlnl\lllf'I 

"About 11 drop and a halt." 
OlllT Ch1ttnlten1 A<'td1. 

"\Y1111t nre the propertle1 ot tree 
acid?" 

"Chcmlool acid only,H 
''ll>'drochlor\o acid la a powerful 

p1·oport)·, Ian' tit?" 
"\'ory powerful." 
"Tht1 a1·11r11.go mnn hl\a ho1v m1tny 

degreu?" 
"Flft)'·tlVJl 'or sixty degrees-three 

or Cour drops," •. 
"Whnt la the next Juices oc lrn· 

portanco lo tha dlgcatln org11.ns~" 
0 Popslnt0 

"How much popaln a·hould l11rre be 
lo corrcs111111d with 3' degrees hydro­
chloric ac:td ?" 

"Untortunatel)' wo ha\'11 no nccurato 
way ot dotormlnlng tho meuuremonts 
Of pC{lBlll/' 

••no dltterC>nt 1tomnch11 n11d glands 
produce varloU!I quantlllca ot pepsin 
nnd h)'drochlorlo acld1" 

"Yon, tl\orQ hna been much n.rgu. 
mont 011 lhll 11ubJect.'' 

''Whoro does ·tho pepsin come from 
thnt wo get .at soda tountsf' 
"l~rom <!OWti and animals." 
"It ls purely an anlrn11\ ~ubetRnce, 

tllen?" 
"Yoe.'' 
''Whnt b~oomoa ot the Juices In the 

bot\Y · Mtcr death?" 
"The)' evnporhto gradual\)'." 
''li1mbal1111ng removes most or tile 

fluids, dooun't It?" 
"Thore la no doubt \hnt If Dr. Har.• 

rh1 wn11 th<! only mnn In tho world 
who hl\tl mnde this axpcrlm11nt th11r.e 
would bo an obJoutlon lo hie at.a.ting 
It by the dofenao.'' 

"I wani to show," nr11uecl the ~ollcl. 
tor, "thnl tho stomach ot :llnry· J>11a. 

1 

gan was nor111111. and thaL tho . cnb­
bngll dlooo1•(1red In her body wu undl­
gostocl. ll Is poaslblo that this oxp~rt I 

Clltu1ol ex111n111 Illa t111\lerlmcnt and l-> 1 

sho1v. co111pnrlso1111 rovcnllng thnt thla, 
cnbbag11 w11.s cookod alike, swo.ttowod I 

alike aml chowed llllke by tho .1nt1n on, 
whorn 1 Dr. Harri!! mado thll expoH. 

· ''Yoe." · 

"You oan glv.i th<1 ruult. ot your 
e'Xlllerlment or authority In lb6 1ub· 
J...u." ruled Jud.re noo.n. 

Ul01Jl," ' I 

Ho wa11 a1111talt1ad. ·' · ... 1 Dr. Harris conllnuol): 
'\Mary Phngun'a lllomnoh w11.11 notml\l , 

In 11h:e, tlovelopment nnd poaltlon-ln ' 
te.ot. .'It 'Willi nor ma.I In every partleu- ' 
lu," I 

· Cobioe f'rom the Stom11ch, 
"Oa11trlc · juices all come trom the 

stomach, <lqn't thnY!" 
"1os!•· I.. 
"ff.ow long, doctor, I, the amn.\l ln· 

teal11100\pt which you apea'k'!" 
"Abo(lt ~wentY·flvo toet." 


