Mary

Phagan Was Strangled DeclaresDr. H. F. Harris

The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); Aug 7, 1913;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

pg. 2

Mary Phagan Was Sitrangled

Declares

Dr. Roy I, Harris, the pathologist,
hieud of tho state board of heanlth, and
the oxpert who eoxhumed and exams
ined the body of Mary Phagan, wont
on tho stand at the olose of tho ar-
gument over Judge Roun's reserved
dacislon to continue the testimony
from which he wad Intercupted Iri-
day by a falnting spell in the court.
room,

Ho still auffered from weakness and
wns allowed to sit in a heavily-up-
holatered armchaly,

He was questioned first by Solicitor
Dorsoy,

“Dr, Harrlg, what (s your particular
branch of medicine?”

“My usual llne jg pathology, chom.
stry and chemdeal work, as well ag
dingnosis.”

“Can you Indleato the signa of what
you snw on Mary Phagan’s body which
showed strangulation?”

Bied by Siranguiation.

“It was out of tho question that
hor  death was caused by a Dblow
i the hoad—it was not sufficiont to
wen produce noticenble pressure. The
miy thing evident from which death
ould have resulted was the doop in-
lentation along tho throat, obvlously
nfifeted  durtng Vife. Therd wote
>thor signs as woll—the protruding
longue, congosted blood In tho tace and
wands, all of which Indicatea that
trangulation had eausod dontfl."

“Did you notice the larynx?

“Yes; thore seemed 1o damnge
lono,”

“Did you sos the windpipet”

"\'08."

“DId you take it out?’ )
“No; thers soemed but iittlo damage
o It 1 ald not romove it bocause 1!
14 not want to wmutilate u':o poor,
hild any more than nocossary/
“Did you gee the ungs?" .
“Yas, but the lunga were ocongested,,
ue to the use of formaldehyde uuod;
n emblaming." |
The solicitor Asked the defense for:
he bloody stfek found by Plnkortons‘
n May 10 in the poneil factory. lt“
vas produced and shown to the phy-
fcian,

"Do you think the blow you found
n the child’s head could huv“o boen
©llloted by a cudget llke this?

“In my opinton, I would think not,
-the gash evidently was Inflicted with
omo sharp Instrument.”

“Did yon make a scientifio examina-
lon of the female organs?’

Violence Netore Neath,

“Yos; [ made & mloroscoplo exami.
ation

Dr. Harrls at this point testified as!
o tho condition of the organs of the
1] to show that violonco of somo sort
ad heen done her.

Followlng theso questions Dr, Hav-
Is was asked regarding cortain ox-
eriments he had madae on digestive
rgang relative to thelr aetlon upon
abbage. He had atarfed to detah a
est ha hnd made twelve yenrs ago,
vhon Rosser objeoted to his personal
xportence being put before the jury,

“This witness ia testifying to a
clence which direotly congerns this
aso,” sald the solleitor, “and I sub-
ait that it fs absoiutely relovant and
dmisaibla.

“There 1a no doubt that if Dr, Mars
ls was the only man in the world
vho hnd made thiag exporlment there
vould be an objeution to his stating
.t by the dofense.”

"You can give the results of your
xperiment or authority fn the sub-
sar’ rujed Judge Roan.

Dr. H. F. Harris

Only One to Make Experiment.

“I know of none other who have
mado thlz exportment,” sald the doo-
tor, "and therefore I deeided (0 make
ft mysell, Tha stomach freos Itself
quickly  of cabbage and bread, It
frees itsolf as quickiy of cabbage as
It does of o mixture of the two,

“As poon As I saw the pecullar yo-
lation of cabdbamge to thls case I know
tha girl had coms o her death or to
unconsciousness at the time digestion
wng stopped.” .

At ihis Juncture the witness wns
atapped by Mr, Rosser, who declared
that the oxport must give, or detall,
the sclence or his statement.

“If that cabbage had been on my
atomach,” gald the attorney, “{t would
stay thore until tomorrow.”

Tha solicitor proteated to the ob-
Joetion, ®aying that Dr. Harrls hpad
already stated he wns the enly wman
who had ever wmade #uch an experl-
meant. .

It was following thia assertion that
tha fleast injection of the CGrace case
was made into tho Frank trial, Attor-
ney Hooper brought comparigon by
rominding Judgs Roan of a declslon
he had made in tho famous case fol-
lowing an exporiment by two marks-
mon  with rovelvers at pollco heund-
quarters during course of the trial,

“Two men, who wore not oxperts,”
said Mr, Fooper, “went to pollee hend-
auarters and, with ‘plstols, determined
tho distanca required to Inflict powdor
marks upon *m white cloth, There.
wore no exports In the tost, but thore!
was an exporiment, on which your
hotior ruled favorably ) ,

*You ean give tho sslenca of your
experiment, Dr. Iarris,” ruleg Judge’
Roan, “without disclosing the process
by which  your knowledge wans
gained.”

Gtrl's  Stomach Normni,
. Following which camasn declaration
by Dr. Harrls that the girl's stomach
was normal. ‘

The defense frequently askeg Judxe‘
Roan for rulings to objedtions which
they made, 1n .cach instanco {t was-
specifienlly requeated that pnrtlcnlu'r
note bo made nf | In the records. It
wag obvious that foundation was be.
|n¥) ln'ld f?lr Appeal for naw trinl,

urtng the course of an argu
which foMlowed an objection ’tro n:‘:x:f
tain parts ‘of the oxpart'y testimony
Attorney Rosser ncoused the witnoss
ot boing intensoly argumoentative,

Dy, Harris continued;

"l rocontly experimonted with four,
persons with cabbage cooked by Mrs,'
Cofoman and {n onch cage the. offoot
upon them was the same, that s, .por-
taining to digestion, The resuits’ also |
wero the samo as found in Mary 'Pnq.,
gan's body,” :

At this Dr. Harrts attompted to' dig. |
play the viala of cabbago removed'
trom tho stoinachs of the men on whom |
ho had made the ‘experiment, Attorney |
Rosser volcad obfection. !

"I want to show,” argued the mollel.
tor, “that tho stomach of Mary Pha.,
gan waa normal, and that the cabp-
hage digcovered in her body was undi-
gostod. It Is posaible that this axpert |
cannot explnin bis experiment and ty!
show comparisons roveallng that this.
eabbage was cookod allke, awallowod\

altke and chowed altke by the men on !l

whom , e,
mont.” )
He was austainod. : A
Dr. Harris continued: e
‘Mary Phagan's stomaoh was normal .
in size, development and position—in'

fact,. it was normal In every partiou.:
wt” ! !

Harvls . snade  the expoid.

Belfeven Doctors Are Gueaslug.

At this, Mr. Hossor Insisted that Dr.

Harrlzs tell hls rveasona for knowing
thosa facts,

“I don't know what the doctor means
about this and about that” he said,
“for I think ail thesa dorclors arg
guessing most of the time."

Judge Roan cautloned the witnoaa
to toll purely all he found In his ex-
amination,

“I found in Mary Phagan's case” o
sald, “‘that even the particles finely
chewed wers not digestod at all. ,14-
gestion had not gone on to any extent
at the thne of death or unconsclous.
ness.”

It was whhlo ho was sttempting to
explain one of his own theorles relat.

ing to this conditlon Dr. Harris was
Interruptod by Mr. Roaser, who sata:

doctor, nor make any atump speeches’

“ft was clear that this cabbnge hog
not entored tho smaller intestihes.”
continued the witness, “which showed
fnat the contents of the stomach had
not been pressed Into the intostines
at tho Ume of death. )
| "Also the amount of gastrle julce in
[thia, cnde waa less than would have
rgecurred ln an hour in an ordinary
case. Ilydrochloric acld forma at cor-
tatn periods of digestion, and had not
tormed in this case of Mary Phagan
There was no frco hydroohlorie ncid,
bul there were 32 degreas of comblned
hydrochloric acid.

Girl Dead in Forty Minutes,

“In this case, the combined hydro-
chlorie was about the amount one
would suppose to exist within thirty
or forty minutes. I havo assumed that
thoe girl, aftor shoe ate, was dead with-
{n that length of time—thirty or forty
minntes,

“Another question is the pancrealls
Jufce would make s appoarance in
the stomach and Intestines within that
period. It was abzent in this case.”

“Was fallire to digest eabbage due
to its conditlon?" nsked tho solicitor,

“No, the dlgestive fluld was there.”

“Was there any obstruction in tho
flow of the stomach's contents?™

*‘None."

"Would a blow or struggie check the
process of digestion?”

uYe"ll

“"Haqd dlgestion up the thme of death
progressad favorably >

“Yes. Her digestfon was normal.”

“Dr. Harrld, will you ploasa glve the
Jury momo Iden of tho power of mag-
nification your microscope projectod
upon the stomach in your examing-
tion?"

“My mioroscopo is the finest made.
1L could hwnve enlnrged objects thou-
sands of timea”

“How afd the atats of broad corro-
spond to the state of the cabbage?”’

“Just the same”

“Suppase it had been chewed up on-
tirely, would that have had any ef-
foct?"

“No; the effeot would have besn the
same.”

At this point Attorney Arnold took
up the cross-examination.

“Whers ald My, Dorsoy flrst tallke to
you nbout this matter?” he asked.

“I don't recall,”

Anlkced Himn to Xeep Sllent,

“Di4 Mr., Dorasy request you not to
mako the reault of this examinstion
public?”

“Yen, sfr. T told him 1 would take
the case and go Into It thoroughly,
Thete was fome suggestion of ypol-
son, and I mado an examinntion for
poison, but nonoe was found.”

“Couldn't & man bo dying and all the
appearatico in this ecaso be produced
by putting o cord around nig throat?'

“1 think not,”

“A man might bo dying from stran.
gulation for an hour, mightn't he?"

"y aa

“Having explalned, doctor, that
death by stranguintion was mors the
result of the body retalning polsons
than from the fatlure to got oxygen,
you gtill state Lhar 18 corroot, en”

“Yes,"

“1f breath was cut off complotely,
how long before a man would dle?’

“No ono haa evor been able to as-
cortain definitety,” .

“You say your first intentlon was

to examine Mary Phagan's body for
poison?”’

"YOS'"

“What kind of polson?”

"Alcolnid.”

“Whnt olse?”

“Stryehnine or morphlone™

“Was there nny arsenic in Ghees-
ling's embnlming formula?”

“Yeos"

Mude the Oplum ‘Uest,

“What test did you make for poi-
gon?"

"The opium test

“DiA you test for mercury?”

“Not direclly,”

“For what minera) polsons dld you
test?”

I did not test for minoral poisons”

“DIQ you make the polson tests be.
foro you made the othora?

“I made them all at the same time,”
“In how many parts did you divide
tho contests of the stomach?"

“1 divided thein into all parts nec-
esgarys I do not recollest the cxact
nummnber.”

“How many tests did you make?"

“8ix or eight in al), all of which
wore necessary.

P *What was the first test?”

"o determineg various quantities®

"What was the second?”

“or dydrochlorle acid”

“How 4o you measurs hydrochlorle
acla?” :

“Ry degress”

“How many drops would 32 degrees
torm?

Dr. Harrls figured for several min-
utes on hia notebook, multiplying, di-
viding, saving finallyt

“About a drop and a halt”

only Chemiea] Actds.

“Whnt nrs the propsriiss of free
acia

“Chemical acld only.”

*Hydrochlorie acld
property, lsn® tit?”

“Very powerful.”

“Tha averago man has how many
degrees?”

“pifiy-five or sixty degrees—three
or four drops.” .

“tWhat {3 the next julces of im-
portance to tho digestive organs?

“Popsin.”

“flow much popsin should there be
{o correspond with 33 degrees hydro-
chlorie ncla?”

“Unfortunntely wo have no accurate
way of dotormining the measuvemonts
of popsin®

“Do difterent stomachs and glands
produce varlous quantities of pepsin
and hydrochlorle acta?”

“Yeos, there has been
ment on thae subject.”

“Whore does the pepsin come from
that we get at soda founts?’

“f'rowm cows and anfmals.”

"It 1s purely an animal substance,
then?"

"YQB,"

“What bucomos of the julces Inthe
body atter death?

“Thoy evnporhie gradually.’

“Embalining removes most of the
flulds, doonn’t It?"

"Yon'” .

"' Come From the Stomach,

“Gastrle’ julces all come from the
stomach, don't thoy?"

“Yos.'" *, C

“How long, doctor, is the small in-

.

is a powerful

much argu-

testino ot which you speak?"
“Abouyt twenty-tive foet.”

“Did you find any of the cabbage in

Mary Phagan's body 1o have been
mulsitied?"”
"Yes, l've already explained that'

“What were the proportionate parts
in her stomach?”

“Ninely per cent water, 10 per cent
soltd.”

“Tho  (mportant counstituents, then,
are in the solld, as the fluld amounty
to but little?”

“Yen."

“is cabbage nourishing?*

“Abput a8 much as any other vegs-
table, No vegetable Thins Any great
amount of nourlshment.”

“What gastric julce 18 created by
the mouth?

“Saliva.,”

“Is that a digestive property?

“You should not give your opinion,. | Yos.*

i “What chemleal properties are in
saliva?
"It helps dlgest the starch that
BOOR \nto the stomach.”
Hero Dy, Harels becamo slightiy 11,
and, qt his request, was removed from
the stand,
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