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Leo Frank’s Trial Is Attracting
- Universal Interest in Georgia

0y DBritt Cralg.

There has never been a trlal in
Georgln’s records riraling the Frank
case in general interest throughout
the state, even the Crace case being a
poor second,

The Myers trial~the famous Will
Myers murder case vinich 1y yet to ve-
cefve {ts final chapter——created consid-
erable  interest, both  locally and
throughout the stats, but was g mere
shadow bestde the present case,

The Appelbaum cagn was a  short
one: was put through the courts inore
ng a matter of rouilne than anything
else. Mra.« Appetbaum s still in At.
lanta, and attending the Irank trial,

WL Cansume Theee Weeky,

There 18 no doubt that the Frank
trial will run into its third week.
That much has already been predicts
ed by attorneys for both thae stato
and defense. Since they are natural-
Jy conservative In their estimates it
ts possible It may last longer,

There will be at lesst twenty or
more days of it-—twenty or more days
of faverish fnterest, with the excite-
ment growlhg a8  each day brings
closer the climax, The Jury may be a
long time {n reaching a verdict,

Interest fs not confined {o Atlanta,
Thore I8 not n remote rural section in
tho. highlands of northeast Georgla,
or the swamplands bordering the south,
that hax not caught the contagion, If
you're from Atlanta, they'll talk Frank
trin] instead of .thoe weather, and if
you know anything whatoever about
the cnso, you're a popular visitor

Of course, the present case does ot
exceed the Grace casoe In natlonal in-
terest. Mrs. (race was a woman of n
very futeresting typo, and 'he wns n
gkoutherney, member of ‘as promfnent
famnily. She was o native of the north,
and naturaify this caught tho papers.

Papers Follow Sult. .

The Philadelphia papors -carried
much of the Grace story, and, natural-
Iy, the New York pupers followed suit,
Not that New York papors pattorn
after the Phifadejphin papers, but the
former have mugh clretilatfon: fn. the
Quaker City.  And, iwhen auythlug
hecomes Interasting td” New York, it
spreads natlonally,  “u™F e e

That Hustrates wity the Grace and
Frank cases diffor. ‘Tho Uruce case
attracted wider intoreat almply hec¢auso
Mrs. Grace happened to como from
'hilndelphin.  Thoe Philadelphia papors
“played up® tho.slory,” Anml’, tho: Now
York papers’ did ‘likgwise, - in a kind
of self-defonse. Angthing that goos
In New York, .St smay.bo_taken, for
gronted, will go Inany community from
Jersey Clty- to-lakeland, Fla, -7~

It the Frank .case_hod happencd in
New York, the Asdoclated Pross wires
would he red hot with thé story each
morning and night,  Just hecause s
in New York, it's interesting, whatevor

it night happen to be. Although you
Wers 2 thonsnand  miley from them,
You'd knw just as mueh about leo
Frank and Mary Phagan and the Na-
tlonal I'cuctl factory us you now do,
It's purely a question of perspective,

Because 1t's in New York it hap-
pens to be hig, Beeause New York is
connected with the matter, it happens
to be big, Becauso It Is in Atlanta,
It doesn’'t happen to Le go bHig. “Play
it down,” order the cditors, and they
do.

It's Different in Georghe,

But, in Ueorgla s different. It's
different, evon to the ontira southinnd,
Atlanta is the most Interesting spot
in the south and consequently are in-
torested In what happens to happen
thorein.

Atlanta I8 Georgla's Now York—{t is
the New York of that lervitory this
slde of the Mason and Dixon line. It
{s, therefore, quite natural that state-
wide Interest should exiat In the Frank
ense.  Dut, putglde of that, it the
ense should have oceurred In ISboene-
zor, Gun., or Cherokce, N. C, Il would
ha just as interosting, purely for tho
fact that it was an exceptional mys-
tery, and mysteries, like (he regret
thut Mve bit tho apple, will never
grow old.

Here §8 o Nitlo girl, pretty, pure and
In the bloom of Mfe, found murdered
in the blackness of n factory hasement,
an idenl spot for crime of tho foulest
character, 'Twe notes, as mysterious
as the murder Itsolf, are discovored
bestde her body.

Suspicion soon points its fingor at
the superintendent of the factory, a
collega graduate, man of culture and
consgplcuous in business, Ile i3 ar-
rested, put under tho police third do-
groe, hold by the coroner and indieted
by the grand jury.

. Lotereating Bvents Hesull,

Hvont follows event~—one  thrill
paved tho way for another. A8 a 10
sult. of the investigniion, a dictagraph
scandat arises which involves an on-
tire polico department and.n legul fig-
ure of prominence in the south. A ne-
gro confessey coinplieily in the mur-
der, and accuses the swapected supor-
Intendent of the aclual deed, .

The Interest is intonse, The tridl
boglus. It Iy the most sensationn} of
Jthe, state’s R\lsporx., , Yhe newspapors
arg, tdbdoe fie "0 07 1

‘Ts" It not enough to stlr a nation
Rut yot, boecnugo It is not in Now York,
the papers of that fHekle metropolll
hava not, In all, carrled more than «
colymn of tho, entire caso,. : ,
i The  trial: promiioy to o moro iuter,
esting as it progvesses, ‘I'he bulk ot
tho oxport testimony s yot to come,
andiin noBig: tilal: wlint 18 moro: In-
teresting than tho; testimony "of ox-
perts?  Only the statement of one ox-
port haw thus far been submitted, and
it furnishod the most thrilling phasc
of tho case, go far)

There will bo oxperts of all Kinds

glving testimony for both the stato
and thae defense, Jim Conley's state
inent I8 yer to come,  Many are banke
ing upon it to create the biggets sen-
sation, Yet, ope can .never tell but
there will be sensations klgger than
Jim Conley's story, - .. = -
Ordenl Lanxts Three Weceks,

Will Frank withstand the ordenl for
}hreo weeks? 1t has already been es.
tablished by the dcfense that he Is
of an extremely neérvous nature, and
thal ne Is caslly upset, Once, it was
‘stated upon the stand, & wordy ar-
;gument with one of hig officlals threw
(him into & nervous state which laste
ed throughout the entire day,

And, on another ocension, when ho
witnessed a street  ear accident in
which a child was killed, he was o
'unnerved that for the remainder of the
fnfternoon he was unable to work up-
jon his books. . It is surely a more
trying- ordeal to sft and watch the
,senles of fustice waver at a trinl in
w)llo}{ an eftort Is belng made to send
him to the gallows.

During the carlier sessions ho main-
tained composure, hut Saturdny morn-
Ing there was ovidence of a weank-
ened nervous system, and it was ob-
vious that the strain was having n
telling effect. He I8 a small man,
wiry and of pervous temperament—of
the type that s more eashly affecled,

Stroug Acgument for Defense.

I he rotains his strength and under-
goes the trial as well ny many expect
of him, it will po a strong argument
for his defense,

It might well he sinted that the
Frank tefal hag what one might call
just beguwn. The stato 8 yot to play
fts trump cavd, although it has, up
to dato, welded a chain which th so-
leitor snys is satlsfactory, Tha
weightlest portion of the case s yet
to como.  The defonse Ia yet to show
fts hand,
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