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Fixing Hour of Girl’s Death

Through Aid of

Modern Science

* The Prosecution’s Greatest Aid

By Dritt Cralx,

When Mra. J. ,“" Coleman, mother
of Mary DIhagan, related a stmple
story on the witness stond the first
day of the Frank trial of the slaln
child's frugal meal of cabbage and
biscuit which she nte upon leaving
home that fateful day, sho paved the
wiy for the most thrilling develop-
ment thus far in the entire caso.

Her story was us dovold of thrills
ag any yet told. It was - an ordinary
recitation of a common meal and told
in the mother's plain, stimple manner,
Hand she not broken into tears hor
connection would have bgon complete-
1y devoid of interest, except for the
fact that she was Mary Phagan's
mother,

But her statement of the meal the
murdered child had eaten, prepared an
opening for the startling testimouny of
Dr, Roy 1% larels, the state chemlist,
who testifiea that the cabbage found
in the stomnach, and which Mrs. Cole-
may stated the child had eaten at the
noon meal, indicated that sho had met
her doath within 46 minutes afler eat-
mi'nd another oxlraordinary incldent
for whioh the trial has been peculiny-
Iy noted: The biggest thrill of the
caso waog created by two ordinary
vials that looked as though they had
once contained substance no more in-
teresting than household vaseline,
which waore produced by Dr, Harris—
the vials contnining tho 160 cubic
centlmeters of cabbage removed from
the xirl's body.

Morhlgd Curfosity of Awmlience,

There wag a strainihg  of necks.
Many arose from their seats, Women!
and girvls looked on cagerly, oxpect-'
antly, intent upon nissing none of|
the detalls. A silence provailed that
could nlmost be felt and only the buz-'
zing of the fans and ozonators could
ve heard.

Dr. Harrls' testimeny was grew-
some—harrowingly so, An- e of
tragedy  porvaded the room as he

spoke in tho terse, cvisp words of the
medical export.

Marfetta grave yard and of cutting
Into the child’s skull to examine the'
brain, there were visible ghudders’
throughout the crowded room, Many'
women Joft thelr seats, walking hur-
rledly to the exit, hiding thelr fca-!
tures with newspapers, '

When Mra, Colemian told of Mnary's.
last meat many wondered why (he’
golicitor (ntroduced such apparently .
trivial evidence. It irritated them to!
Histen to such unimportant statements
while there were mord théiling onep
to tollow. Inwardly they,”:no doubt,
rebuked the prosecutor for' dallying
with such - story. ) -

But o lasting lesson was lo\fmod
upon the lutroduction of Dr, Harris—a
lesson jof how big somotlmes are tho
infinttestmally - small .and scomingly
fnconsequential things .of lifte ‘and
mystery. i . R
The (rend of modern . sclonce , is
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A8 e gpoke of ox- |
huming the body at dawn in the little .

graphieally shown in this partiewlar
phase of thoe IFrank trin)l, 1t forces
one to believe that, socner or later, the
seceret will be learned from the Sphinx,
and the world will know the moon's in-
habitants.  Dr, Harels' testimony indi-
cates that Mary Phagan's last mewl—
her eabbage and biseuits—will reveal
alimost tho exact minute of her end.
When the Dend Do Tell Talen,
This, s, undoubtedly, the most ef.
fective adaptation of sclence to any
trial in the history of Georgia. Chem-
fstry »has played Ilmpdriant roles In
modeth trials, and so has medicline,
but not once In the records of Georgla
Justico bas It been employed In an ef-
fort to prove the exact thime of murder,
They say the dead tell no tales. That
was sald a long time ago, some early
phllosopher, probably, who lived in a
pericd when science was in swaddling
clothes, It 18 true enough, but should
be changed. Dead men speak no tales,
would ba better, for it 18 about to be
proved that the corpse of Mary Phagan
18 dlsclosing the hour of her death,
Probably the discovery of Dr. Ilarr)s’
was n result of Infinite thought ana
patience. Probably It was an accident,
Anyway, ho exhumed the bekly of the
mwrdered chlld, examined hor stomnoch
and found the undigested cabbage. 118
medical knowledge told him of the
longih the dlgestive ergans requlre to
act upon this certain vegetable, and
this same knowledge told him of how
long - it had been within the stomnch
before death. 14
ITe Informed the sxolicitor and the
sollcltor learned from Mrs, Coleman
the oxact hour at which Mary ave din-
ner. IFrom this sununing up of condl-
tions and clrenmstances and sclence,
Dr, Harrls gathered that the girl had
been slain not more than forty-five
minutes after she had quit the meal, .
It 18 very simple, but a product of
gelence,  Mrs, Coloman’s slmple tale of
Mary's dinner of cabbage and bisecult
,was the geneslis of the most sclentific
move made in a courtroem in Qeorgla‘'s
Chistory, It was the first link, and
'avithout {t, tho other links could not
ihave beon attached to the chain,
. But, as I8 characterigtie of the-typi-
~cal courtroom audience, it frotted at
‘such obvlously unnecessary testimony
relating to what a child ate for din-
ner,
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