CONLEY NOT RIGHT MAN, SAYSMINCEY
The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); Jul 11, 1913;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

pg. 2

CONLEY NOT RIGHT
VAN, SAYS MINGEY

Insurance Man Who Made
Affidavit Says Conversation
Was With Some Other Ne-
gro—Saw Conley at Station.

It was disclosed Thursday afterncon
that Willlam H. Mincey, tho insurance
agent, who has made an affidavit to
the effect that Jim Conley, on the date
of the Phagan murder, drunkenly ad-
mitted that he had slaln a girl. had
appeared at police headquarters during
Conley's grilling and had positively
fafled to identify the negro.

This was told a& Constitution re.
portar by Detective Harry SBcoll, of
the Pinkertons, and Detective Chiet
Newport Lanford. The insurance agent,
they declared, had come tv the polico
siatlon while Conley was bhoing cross-
pxnmined, and had asked to see the
prisonor.

Ho wantod to seo If hé could {dentify
Conley as ths negro whomn hs had
seen drunk at the corner of Bloctrle
and Carter streets on the afternoon
of Saturday, April 26. e was nad-
mitted to Conley’s presence, After
asking the negro a number of ques-
tiens portaining to a convorsation he
had held with the black encouintered at
Klectrie and Carler streots, Mincoy,
tha detectives assert, declared he could
not ldentify tho suspoct.

“tlo's not the man [ saw,” Lanford
and Hcott say the Insurance man da.
clared.

Conloy was asked by Mlincey on that
date if he had not talked with him
about tha Issuance of a life insurance
policy. Conley donled having over seon
the man. Mincoy, the detectives say,
was positive in his declaration that
Conley was not the negro with whom
he had held the conversation.

Md Nat Approach Detectives,
Scott sald to the roporter last night:
*“T'hia man Mincey never mads men-

tion of Chief Lanford and me of hav-
ing heard the negro say he had killed
a girl that aflornoon. He never of-
fored us any such story. Ie was so
absolutely sure of his fallure lo lden-
tity Conloy that we pald no more nt-
tention to him or his story.

“1f we¢ had heard any such story
agalinst Conloy aund coild have verlfisd
it ke the report says it Is now verl.
fied, we would have immediately sworn
oul n warrant charging him  {wth
Mary Phagan's murdor. Nolther Lan-
ford nor 1 put credence in tho report
of Mincey's atfldavit, It looks {limay
from every standpoint.” .

Mincey is said to have put into the
hands of Frank’'s counsel a aworn
statoment declaring that on the after-
nonof the Phagan muder ho had en-
countored Jim Conley at the corner of
Blectric and "Carter gtreots, ‘and had
approached Ltho negrd on the subject of
issuing 1ifo insuranco. .

Conley, his' statement s eald to
state, was drinking and refused the
insurance offer. I killed a girl ithis
afternoon,” he is reported with having
answered, “and I'm }ikely Lo be in jal)
tonight.” ile grew (hreatoning, the
insuranco mpan slates, and to Avold
tronble, Midcay walkod away.

Inveaiignting 2’osnihie #Plant.”

It was announced from the Plikér
ton offices last night that an Investis
gotion is belng baced ons tho theo-
ry that the Mary Phagan pay en-
velope which Defoolives Harry Scott
and .John Black Jocated on the Arst
floor of the ponéll faotory, ,was
“planted” evidence.

The envelope .was found crumpled
bshirid A radlator néar tha apot at
which Conley is alleged to have sat on
the hr&t‘,}!bor Ih walting for his am-
ployer's summons to the sccond story,
The nature of its avidenco, It s aald,
is {n direction of gluit toward the
negro. L.

tiatit (o Free Leeo

Attornoy Berndrd 1.,  Chappell, of
Graham & Chappell, reopresenting
Newt Loe, the negro night watchman
of the National Pencil facotry, stated
last night thut he had sccured sub-
poenn for fifty wilnesses to appear
at thé heariug of the hateas corpus
al 10 o'clotk Saturday morning, and
that on that ocenslon he would ask
of the court an Instanter order to
bLring Leo M. Frank and Jamea Conley
into court to testify about Jee.

A subpoena duces tecumm has also
been fsaued requiring Sollielior Cen-
eral Hugh M. Dorsey to bring into
court the grand jury docket and ail
papers referring to the dase of Lee,
wiho was bound over by the coroner's
Jury at the same {ime that IFrank,
afterwards indicted for the murder of
Mary Phagan, was ordered held,

Holicitor Dornoy, his assistant, 1. A,
Btephens, Detective Chief Newport
Lanford, Pinkerton Uelective Marry
HSeott, and Clty Dotectives John Black
and Starnes and Campbell are also
named In suhpoenas,

in addition to these, l.co's nttors
neys have had subpoenas Issued for
E. F. Holloway, day watchman at the
faotory, and for l.. M., Beck, foreman
of the grand jury, and for the foie-
man of the present grand jury, and
for a number of otheérs to be prosent.

Thoe Aght will be made to free Leo
on the grounds that he has not been
indlcted by two grand Jurles and that
there is no.legal reason for holding
him further.

Fingerpeints May i'ix gulit,

Mary Phagan's mesh bag pocket-
book, tho one she carried to the pencl)
factory on the day of her tragie dis-
appearance, has been foumd oh the
scene of her murdor and finger prints
that are sald to be lodged on its sur.
face aro oxpested to réveal the mur-
derer, It was rumored around policy
headduarters Thursday afternpon. .

Beerecy as  Imponetrable ns that
thrown around any phase of the in-
vestigation has been woven about {his
Intest discovery. No one connectod
with the case will {alk. Few deny,
however, that the bag has been found.

The* report provalent around head.
quarters {x that tha bag was found
abottl the samé timé of lhe cnvelope
discovery, * 1t has been kept aecret, it
is sild, because of the reporled suc-
cess of Bertlllon exports fn discorning
fingar prints on s surfdcsd, Bdttliton
Expert L. M. Fletcheny of the United
8tates government sorvice, it 18 report.
ed, made tha finger print sxdininations,

Chiet Lanford would not commit
himself, and. nelther. would Sollcltor
Dorgey. Chief Beavors malnlained the
same attitude of silénce that has been
characteristic of lim ’dm'ing the on-
tire P'hagan investigation. Othe¥ than
the rumor, which came from tesponsi-

ble source, réportérs could galn no fur.
ther pronf of ‘tiia rdported discovery.
’Bcrtmau oxberts who coxamined thy
pdy envelope, it 18 statad. have Lo
unablé to find fnger prints thereon.
Dty ont side of the envcdmm was dis.
covered. The lower slde find been torr
away., This condition of Lhe clue hat

added mystery to its conneation witl
the case. ‘
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