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SERVANT OF FRANK
IS LIBERATED AFTER
~LONG EXAMINATION

Despite Gruelling Thitd De-
‘j gree, Woman Maintains
| Denial of Having Told
" Conflicting Stories.

’FACED BY HUSBAND,

SHE CONTRADICTS HIM

Her Release Came After Her
| Attorney Had Threatened
' to Take Out Habeas Corpus
. Proceedings, .

l Minola McKnight, the servant girl
"held in the Mary Phagan case, wagk
‘givcn her freedom early last night,
apd left police headyuarters for her
home on Pulllam street. She was not
liberated. however, until the detectives
had obtafued her signature te an affi-
davit telling what she knew of Frank's
actions the day of the murder.

Her husband, who was also carried
to the pollce station at noon, was freed
o short while  befere his  wife Teft
the prisen. He was present during
the thivd degree of four hours, under
which she was placed in the afternoon.
Ie is sald 1o have declared, even in
the presence of his wife, that she had
toid conflicting stories of Frank's
conduct on the tragody date.

She Is reported as having denled the
man's statement in whole, clinging to
her first story, which corroborated
I'rank’s story before the coroner's
jury. The detectives are silent re-
garding her statement; in fact, more
so than dur{ng any other stage of the
investigation. It s believed that on
her story hinges a develupment fully
as Important as any of the resulta pre-
viously obtained.

Charge In Suapiclon.

The charge on which she was put
in prison was “suspicion’’ Her attor-
ney, George @ordon, Informed the au-
thorltles Tuesday afternoon that it was
illegal to hold n person more than
twenty-tour hours on  a suspicion
chargo, unless thelr charge was ob-
viously well founded, and had threat-
ened wabeas corpus procecdings. No
direct accusation could be made
agalnst the woman, and she therefore
was entitled to the fresdom given her
at dusk.

The examination was thorough and
exadting. It wag conducted by Detec-
tives Starnes and Campboll at the or-
der of Sollcltor Dorsey, to whose of-
fice the two hesdqguarters men have
been attached throughout the Mary
Phagan investigation. No one else eon-
nected with headquarters was admit-
teq. Two strange hen, however,

Continued on Page Two.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



SERVANT OF FRANK
IS LIBERATED

Continued From Page One.

‘hose identlty was kept secret, were
resent.

After she had been quizzed to a
oint of exhaustlon, Secretary G. C.
rehnary, attached to Chief Yanford's
»ffice, was summoned to note her
tatement In full

Statentent Long One .

It was the lopgest stalement madae
y tha woman since her connection
vith the mystery. 1t will be used,
robably, in the trial. Tho negeess
vag  calm and composed upon
emerging from the examination,

It was learned Tuesday afternoon
hat both Jamnes Conley and the sere
ant girl have obtulned counsel. At
orney William M Smith, a conspics
1ous figure In many of the clty's fa-
nous criminal trials. announced that
¢ had been retained by the negro
weoper, and would represent him
nroughout the case,

Gieorge Gordon, a well-known local
itorney, has heen oselected to repre-
jent the negress., IHe was at pollee
headquarters all Fuesday afternoon,
ind sat outside tho doorway leading
to the room :n which his client was
being cross-examined. The detectives
would not admlt him t¢ the interro-
gation.

Just whe s defraying the woman's
.¥pensges for counsel Is not known, At.
torney Smi‘h  admits, however, that
Conley - 18 employing him personally,
[ie spent two hours Tucsday morning
interviewing his client, and declared
to reporters his belief that the negro
was telling the truth. He was con-
fident that he would maintain the
story during trial.

Thero were little, If any, develop-
ments i the case Tuesday., Hoad-
quarters detectlves who have heen in-
vesthigating tho crime wers all sum-
moned before the grand jury and were
forced to spend thelr time at the
courthouse. The solicitor, too, was
engaged with the jury. Only Starnes
and Campball were at work on the
case, Thelr energlea were devoted to
the McKnignt woman’y examination,

KEvidence In Important.

That some important testimony has
been developed by the cross-examina-
tion of the negresg I8 evinced by the
secrecy cloaking the nature of her
statement and atfidavit.

Chiet Lanford has declared that he
is “hands oft” in hor connection with
the mystery, Solicltor (Jeneral Dorsey,
he says, has personally roquested to be
allowed full sway In investigating tho
woman, and the chief has granted the
wish, Mr, Dorsey said to a reporter
Tuesday night:

“1 will not talk regarding the >Mec-
Knight woman. Too much publicity
at this stage will do incstimabdble in-
Jury”

He emphatically refused to answer
any and all questlons, as did the two
headquarters dotectives assisting him
in the casec.

More mystery Is added to the ne-
gress' connection by the presence of
Iirnest . Pickett, of 295 Rawson
agtreet, and Roy L. Craven, of 11 Camp-
bell street, both of whom assisted the,
detectives in subjecting her to the!
third degree. Pickett and Craven, im-i
modiately the oxamination was over,|
ctuded reporters at police hendqunrtcrs”
and when afterwards scen, refused to
explain thelr connection with the case.

Employees of fleck & Gregg. !

Both men are emplovees of the Beck
& Gregg bhardware concern, the head
of which, L. II. Beck, is foreman of
tha gmand jury which indicted Leo
I'rank. Signiftcance is attached to this
connection of the jury's foreman, hut
the vell of mystery Is lifted slightly
by the fact that Alber< McKnight, hus-
band of tha {mprisoned servant, f{s,
also a porter at the Beck & Gregg es-,
tablishment.

BSolteltor Dorasy will not explain the
nature of a big plcture now locked
his offico, over which he and hils de-
tectives pored last night for an hour
or more, When a rerorter entered his
plac at nightfall, Starnsand Camyp-
bil, porapiring freely, thelr shlris
open at the throat and thelr coats and
collars removed, wore examining the
mysterious plcture.

The reporter’s view was obstructed
by a gheet of paper, thrown hurrledly
over the picture. Whether it is a dla-
gram ‘of somo sort, or whother it Is a
clue found in the woman's home, 18 @
matier of conjecture.

The. atfidavit sworn by the aorsam
girl is rumored to contaln the state-
ment that Ifrank arrived at his Ilast
Georgln avenue howme botween 1 and
2 p’clock on the murder afternoon, and
that he departed after remaining only
five or ten minutes. Also, it Is safld
to state that he came homo about &
o'elock in tho afternoon. The rest Is
net known,
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