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CONLEY SAYS HE HELPED FRANK CARRY BODY

OF MARY PHAGAN TO PENCIL FACTORY CELLAR

HELPED FRANK DISPOSE
OF MARY PHAGAN'S BODY
CONLEY NOW CONFESSES

\‘egro Sweeper Who Swore to Detectives That
' He Wrote Murder Notes Found Near Dead
Girl's Body Now Admits His Complicity in
. Case, According to Statements Which Have
. Stirred Police Headquarters as Nothing
. Since Murder.

LANFORD AND BEAVERS PLEASED
OVER RESULT OF GRILLING NEGRO,
l ) THEY ANNOUNCE TO REPORTERS

Police and Detective Heads Refuse to Go Info
Details of Negro’s Statement Or to Discuss
What He balcl, But Declare That It Will Prove
a Big Factor in the Murder Case—Negro
Will Be Subjected to Another Third Degree
Today. '

Dumfounding his hearers with the confession that he had helped
Leo M. Frank lower the lifeless hody of Mary Phagan into the darkness of
the penci! factory basement, James Coniey, the negro sweeper, is authori-

tatively said to have made that astounding admission during a strenuous
third degree at police headquarters late Thursday afternoon.

Ho is said to have minutely described the ‘movements of himself and
Frank as they packed the mutilated form from the office floor of the build-
ing down into the dark cellar, where it was left in the desolate recess in
which {t was discovered‘ the following morning.

Saying he had found the girl stone dead when he entered’ the building
ut 1:16 o'clock with the suspected superintendent, he 1s declared to have

admitted that he and Frank procesded immnhedlately o’ Temove the corpsn
silently and with utmost precaution, to its hiding place in tha basement.
CONLEY K2XED NO QUESTIONS.

'I‘hrough tear he states he dld not ask his employer how the Iliftle girl
met her death. He is saild to have told the police that he asked no ques-
tions, carried out Frank’s instructions .to the letter, and departed directly
after he emerged from the grewsome trip into the basement.

The girl's hody was found, crumpled in a heap, gashed and distorted,
secreted on the second floor, he is said to have confessed during the ex-
amination, when he arrived with Frank in the building. .Frank said but
few words, the negro is averred to have told, but helped to carry the
corpse to its place of discovery beneath the factory.

As a result of the negro’s confession, pollce headquarters is stirred as
never since the murder., Both Chief Lanford and Chief Beavers declared
to reporters that they were pleased even beyond expectation over the result
of the Conley cross-examination. It was the most exacting of his entire
tmprisonment,

Although the source of The Consti-
tution’s Information is substantial and
authoritative, pollce officlals rofusc to
discuss the negro’s admission in detail.
The palice and detective chiefs will
not commit themselves, and thoy
nefther deny nor affirm the informa-
tion obtained by a Constitution re-
porter. The admission is said to have
been made between 4:30 and 5 o'clock
in the afternoon to Lanford., Beavers,
Harry Scott, Seeretary Febuary and
Detective Pat Campbell.

Wil Frank Sec tbe Negro?

A girong cffort will be made today
to confront the accused factory super-
intendent with Conley and his confos-
sion.  Detectives who pin faith to the
negro's story and believe Prank
gullty, specujate upon the prisoner's
unwillinguess to face the sweeper. 1¢
he 1s not gullty, they say, hc likely
would not object to facing the negro.
They say that it is damaging to his
rlea of itnnuveence to refuse the negro
an audlende.

For four hours Thur'sddv afternoon.
Conley wus subjected to the third de-
grec. Newspaper reporters who usual-
ly hovered In convenlent vicinity of
the door leading to~ Chief Lanford's of-
fice, In which the examination was
held, were “shooed” away and ordered
to remain a good distance from the
place.

The Interrogation proceeded quietly,
unlike the customary police third de-
gree, in which loudness, abrupt orders
and threats play prominent parts. Only
a few hushed sounds sifted througn
the lattice work above the door. The
entire third floor, where the detec-
tive departmment is situated, was red-
olent with the atmosphere of wmystery.

Everybody seemed to feel the impor-
tance of the examination under way
behind the locked docurs of the chief's
office. Hveryhody tingled with expec-
tatlon. It was In the «very air, and
even though it came with the sudden-
ness of a lightning stroke, the rumor
ot Conley's coufession did not carry
with it the supprise it ordinarily would
have carried.

Officialy Arce Greatiy Pleased.

The examination c«ver, the police
chiefs, Harry Scott, the _Pinkerton
man, Sccretary Febuary aund Detec-
tive Campbell emerged with satisfied
smiles overspreading their feutures.
Conley, his fingers twit¢hing nervous-
1y as though the handcuffs he wore
were chafing his wrists, came out
between Scott and Campbell. Sweat
streamed from his brow, and he was
plainly agitated.

He was removed to his cell in the
prison downstairs. It was planned to
subject him to a further Interrogation
at night, but his pathetic vlea fur
sleep and rest prevailed, and he curled
up on his cell bunk and  was sound
asleep by 8 o'clock. He will be agaln
examined today, howevor. He slept.
well thruughout the night; in fact.
better than he has slopt Ban having
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been put in prlson, as though he were
relleved of a burden by his confes-
slon.

Althaugh they wlll not commit themn-
selves, both Chlef Lanfourg and Chicf
Beavers infer that Conley has made
the long-sought admission. ‘I'hey =say
that the crisis they now allege they
have reached 18 too great to imperil by
talking for publication. All freely
admit, howevor, that the most lmpor-
tant admission of the mystery has|
beon guined. '

Ohief J.anford
tution reporter:

*f am more pleased with Cunley'sl
stetement tunight than with any otner
yphase of our Investigation. The N.‘ﬂllll‘w
of his e¢xamination has exceeded even
vur most hopoful expectations.” !

“NDoes Conley admit having seen
Frank with the bady or having beea
connected, himself, with its disposal?”
he was asked.

“f cannot commit myself,” was his
reply. L will tell all wbout it later. It
would be damaging to talk at present.
Otherwlise 1 would be too gtad to tell
all I know."

Chief Beavers said:

“Right now we face a crisis in the
Phagan case, It would be Injurious to
reveal the latest and wost important
developnients. [ would rather not dis-
cuss the report of Conley's confession.
I cannot commit myself, but can say
that what he has told Is of extrems
{importance—inore so than anything
that has not yet developed.

Harry Scott, assistant supcrintendent
of the Atlunta branch of the Pinker-
tons, who pluyed 8 jeading role i Con-
ley’'s Interrogution, said:

“Conley is talking, but it would be
imprudent at this stage t. tell what
te 18 admitting. Heo continues 1o
weave the web around Y¥rank.”

Conley wus feleased from the chief's
oftice at 6 o'clock. He is beginning
to show the effects of imprisonment,
and the incessant interrsgation to
which he {s dally being subjected.

The detectives say that ‘ovlev ex-
plains his past sileuce regarding his
part in the tragedy by saving that he
cxpected to be glven a lJarge sum of
money by Frank or Frank's friends.

When he changed his ¥worn confey. |
sion It was to save his own neck, he’
{s said to have stated. le was made
vividly aware of the {reachersus
ground on which he was treading by |
the handwiiting ne had submitted, and’
it was in an effort to retrieve his error
that he had altered hiy original asfl-
davit. :

e was madeo (o give numerous spusce- !
imens of his handwriting ‘ast night.
New phrases of the murder notes were
dictated and his writing, in each in
stance, compared peicfeetly with the
original script of the murder notes
rach speclment of his handwriting iy
xept guarlcdly by tha detectives.

Don't Think Conley Gulliy,
.. Chief Lanford, Cticf Beaveis an}
Hairy Scott last night again deniel
that they belleved Conluey guflty of the
murder. The evldence s so strongly
agalnst Frank, they say, that it i=s dif-
ficult to vary from the original theory
of the suverinte: dent's gollt. The nc-
zro's story, =aid to have been told ut
the last examination, Is so straight-
tairward and coincides zo perfectly with
oti er phaseg that have already bheen
brought out that it 15 sald to be in.
dlspatable.
I'rank Remains Calm,

Frank, in his cell at the Tower, Is
apparently unperturbed over the ne-
gro‘s many admissions. Jailers, turn.
keys and Tower attaches, who are the
only persons beside the prisoner's
friends who are allowed to sce him,
pay he maintalns bhis characteristio
good nature. His health is not failing,
they say, and he eats heartlly at each
meal. He will make no expression re.
garding the crime of which he is ac-
cuged to anyone conneccted with the

doclared to a Consti-

jat}, dcelinlng emphatically to discuss
any angle of the mystery.

Conley was arrested, it wlill be re-
membered, on the same afternoon ot
Frank's arrest. ile was discovered by
Foreman 12, . Holloway while wash-
ing a shirt on the second floor of the
factory structure. e was turned aver|
to Detectives Coker and McGill, who
rusned Tfrom police hecadquarterg In
answer to a telephone call from the
foreman.

Safd Ife Could Not Write.

He strongly denied until a week ago
all knowledge of the crime. He even
declared he was unable to write. [t
was Sunday.ine week ago, that Detec-
tive Scott discovered the negro's abil.
ity to write. 1le was carried lo the of-
fice of Chief lLanford and forced to
produce specimens of his script.

Last Saturday he admitted’ having
written the notes found ULeside the
body, " He stated, however, that they

were written on Friday, the day pre-
ceding the murder. A gay or go fols
lowing he amended the rst coufession,
admitting to detectives that the notes
had been written on tmxe afternoon ot
Mary Phagan's death—even an  hour
after her disappearance.

Conley is a young negro, black and

chunky, with an honest face. He s
apparently in the twenties, and bas
heen a laborer by profession, IHe s

married, his wife visiting him daily at
police headquarters. He had been in
the employ of the pencll factory for
several years,

e is satd to have admitted last night
that immediately following the earry-
ing of Mary Phagan's body to the
baxvement, he returned hurriedly to the
first floor, emerging through the For-;
s¢th street entrance, leaving Ifrank n
the building.  Whether or not he told
of the broken lock on the back door
of the cellar 18 not known,

Bt by bit the detectives have heen
worming from him hig starting con-
fessjon. ‘Chursday afternoon, it ix said,
he wag willlng to talk, and once started
on his narrative, continued through to
the end with Lut little questioning to
urge him onward.

It was stated by C. W, Toble, the
Burns agent, shortly before his depart-
ure from Atlanta, that his chief, the
famous Willlam J. Burns, will persone
ally Investigate the Phagan case. The
Burns hpadquarters, in  New York,
were wired by The Constitution to
verify the report. No reply has yet
heen recelved.

Frctory Offieinls Accuse Him.
Three offielals of the National Pen- '

el company—Herbert G. Schiff, head '
bookkeeper: M. B. Darley, assistant
superintendent, and E. I*, Holloway,

general foreman—have expressed their |
theory of the negro sweeper's guilt.
Holloway was the man who telephoned !
police headquarters to have Conley ar-
rested when he discovered the negro
washing a shirt on the second flour of
the factory building.

They stats that the nemro's admis-
slon of having written the notes is
proof itself of his guilt, and that his
story to the effact that they were dic-
tated by Frank is absurd in every re-
spect. Conlgy's penchant for false-
hoods, as shown in his twy affidavits—
both contradictory—are also offered as
evidence of his guilt, Conley's state-
ment that he was in the factory for
several hours on the day of the trage-
dy shows strongly against him, they
say.

Also, his denial of abillty to write
when first .placed under arrest, and his
subsequent disptay of ability to write,
are brought out in the pencil factory
officials” theory of his guilt, Deteo-
tive Harry Scott asserts, In rebuttal
to this, that Conley's story is that he
withheld his confession on account of
antleipaticn of a large sum of money

he says he expeoted from Frank or
Frank's friends. S
Final Proof, Says Lanford,

Chief- Lanford ‘and 8cott announced
Thursday that they considered the
negro’s final affidavit proof conclusive
of the suspected superintendent's gulilt,
and were tonereby ready to place the
case on trlal at any .date set by the su-
perlor court, befure which it will ba
tried some time during the latter part
of next month. ’

They admit being puzzied, however,
by certain dlscrepancies in matters of
time, as explained in thoe negro's sec-
ond affidavit, and which arc contra-
dicted by witnesses who testified be-
fore the coroner's jury. They expoct,
though, to clear up this conditlon by
the cress-examination under which
they placed the negro last night,
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