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EW WITNESSES
IN PHAGAN CASE
 FOUNDBY POLE

Leported T'wo Telephone Op-
erators Will Swear to Con-
versations Held Over the
Pencil Factory’s Line.

FAVE THEIR TESTIMONY
BEFORE THE GRAND JURY

A. S. Colyar Confers With
Chief Beavers on Bribery
Allegations—Case Now in
Its Infancy, Says Chief.

With the entire clty aroused over
the recenl sensational Felder bribery
charges and counter charges of graft
and corruption in the police depart-
ment, investigation of the Mary Pha-
gan mystery continues. IPPolice head-
quarters was elated Sunday over the
progress and over new developments
whleh have arisen.

New testhmony has been given by
girl telephone operators relative to con-
versations which were held over the
pencll factory's line on the night ot
the tragedy, Chief Lanford says. Se-
crecy shrouds the nature of tic alleged
conversations, No one acquainted with
the evidence wll talk. It is’'hinted to
be the strongest yet secured.

No one acquainted with the evidence
will talk. It is hinted to be the strong-
est yot unearthed.

Coupled with this development comes
the rumor of a telephone call reported
to have been made on the Friday
morning preceding the murder, in
which Mary Phagan is said to have
been Instructed to come to the pencil
factory Friday, afternoon to obtain her
pay onvelope, Detectives will neither
deny nod admit that the rumor has
been confirmed,

. I’hone Messnge to Pope.

J. B. Pope, of Bellwood avenue, a
county policeman and neighbor of the
slain girl, to whom the rumored tele- '
phone message was made, could not
be reanched last night by The Consti-
tution. Mrs. Pope says she knows
nothing of the report, but says numer-
jous calls came to her home for Mary
‘Phagan and memvers of her family,

A. S’ Colyar, the soldier of fortune
and acknowledged instigator of the
tribery trap, came to police headquar-
lters Sunday afternoon at b o'clock and
hold an hour's conference with Chiet
Beavers. They were olossted in the
latter's office, and, upon emerging,
refther would disclose the nature of
thelr consultation.

It i8 freely reported, ‘however, that
the adventurer has something new up
his sleeve, and that he will play a
leading role in the charges to be mado
in alleged new bribery attempts. MHe
stated that on Monday he would ex-
'pose others than Colonel Felder and
. the men he has already attacked.
"Chief C. W, Toble, it Is said, {s to be
included in his attack today.

Harry Scott, the Pinkerton superin.
tendent, and Detectlve John Black, of
headquarters, again tried Sunday to
break the testimony of the negro Con-
ley, who confessed to having written
notes ot the dictation of Frank, and
which arc belleved to have been the
murder missives found beside the dead
girl's body. He stoutly maintained
his original tale as explained in his
affidavit, and a strenuous third degroe
failed to swerve it.

Wife Wil Assist Colyar,

Mrs. A 8. Colyar, wifo of the bribety
accuser, who has been in Atlanta for
several weeks, left the clty Sunday
afternoon for her home in_ Carters-
ville, where she goes to get papers
relating to her husband's past and
supporting his charges. She will re-
turn soon, it is said, to assist him in
his fight agalnst Colonel Felder.

“Phig Is not the ¢nd,” Colyar said at
headquarters, “It is only the begin-
ning. Whenever I take hold of thing
like this, the results are many and
widespread, and it can be depended
upon  that there will be a general
clenn-up before we are through”

Chief Beavers, In talking with 8 re-
porter for The Constitution, echocd
Colyar's oxpression regarding the ex-
tent of the probe proposed into alleged
bribery practices in the Phagan mur-
der.

“PThis thing is only in its Infanex.
It first began as an Tndividual expos-
ure. Now that it has been a political
plaything, we are golng to reveal the
infamy of others. It won't take long
to do it, cither. Some folks are go-
ing to be driven to disgrace. They'd do
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well to get out of town before the
bomb bursts.” - T
‘fhink Toble Victhinized,

Whan asked if he intended attacking
the character of Chlet Toble, of thae
‘Burns agency, as has been rumored,
Chiet TLanford declared:

“I have nothing against Toble. }e
doesn’t scem to be badly wixed up
in this affair. I think he, too, has
been victimized, He was unfortunate
in becoming attached to the operations
of the wrong person, and naturally
wil}y have to suffer the consuquences.
In/ffact, 1 feel a certaln degree of pity
14 Toble. He's unfortunate—exceed-

ngly unfortunate.”
/ Evidently Chief Lanford attaches

great importance {o the reported tes-
timony of the two tclephone girls ve-
garding the midnight conversations.
His only verififcatioh of the rumor ls
that he knows of the existence of such
teatimony. Beyond that, he will say
abhsolutely nothing, ¢xcept that he “un-
derstands” the two girls went bofore
the grand jury during fts Friday morn-
ini session,

It is 8 known rule of the telephone
exchanges which prevents operatory
from rovealing conversations they nver-
hear except when placed under oath,
Chief Lanford gays that this is the rea-
son why the two onerators were gsent
tefore the grand jJury. Their jden-
tity ls as secret as the nature of their
testimony. Sollcitor Genoral DNorvsey
would make no statement regarding
the girls,

Chief Beavers and Colyar would not
admit to  a  Congtitution reporter
witether or not their conference Sun-
day was for the purpost of planning
some move to expose other suspected
bribe practices, “They were only
tiulking things over,” they sald. Any-
way, the “talking over” was done in
utmost secrecy behind locked doors
with a uniformed policeman on guard
in the ante-room,

Waur to Fuad, Says Chief,

The chief relterated his fiery de.
nunciation which he made Saurdny
night and in which he promised to
break the backbone of the "vicé gang”
which Wie charges 1s in existence and
whieh he declares has been too long
In political raolse, It is war 10 the
WPitter finlsh, he eaid,

sianed by Allan Pinkerton, prinvipal
o tae Pinkerton ageney, a statement
has Deen jssued by the organization
denying certain stutements regavding
therr operations which appenred 'in a
siatement  of  Colonel  Welder,  Tho
Tinkerton deniol ta nms follows:

“In the i=gue of May 26 of The Con-
stliatiun tpere  appears  an o article
gald ta bre a srvatement  of  Attorney
Fhomng I3, Feldir under the following
caption: “Thomay B Felder Brands
tire (tiarges of HBribery a biabollcal
Conspiraey,” in which the name of
Pinkerton's National Deteetive agency
ITrequently appears.

“These  statements, inssfar as they
reter to the Pinkerton ageney, are iab-
solntely without an iota of truth, as
“the Pinkertons had absolutely no pree
vions knowledge or information con-
cerning or pertaining to the lssue be-
tween eertain Atlanta eivie officlalg
and Attorney Felder, atul the agenedy's
first Knowlerdge of these isaues, or In
connection therewith, eame  through
newspnper publeations of May 22

“Weo respectfully  request that you
gtve  this, our depial, In connection
with the statements referred to, as
cqual prominence as that whieh you
tzave the published article In guestion,
yours truly, i
CPINKERTON'S NATIONAL DETEC. 1
TIVE AGENCY, .
(Signed) “By ALLAN PINKERTON." ‘
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