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LEADING FIGURES IN CHARGES
OF BRIBERY IN PHAGAN CASE

. A

COLONEL THOMAS FELDER,

BIAVE RS NEWPORT LANFORD,
3154 GRS, e LA
‘Chief of Police e (}fh?m’ hf.PLtu.c.‘.iyss', !

v eeas JAMES I

BRIBERY CHARGES FALSE
DECLARES COL. FELDER;
CALLS THEM “F RAME-UP"

Affidavits and"Alleged Dictagraph Record Are

- Made Public, Accusing Prominent Lawyer
of Offering Bribe of $1,000 to Secretary Feb-
uary, of Police Department, to Secure Affi-
‘davit Made for Police by J. W. Coleman,
Stepfather of Mary Phagan, in' Regard to
Felder’s Connection With Case.

ALLEGATIONS ARE MADE
TO FORESTALL A PROBE
OF POLICE, SAYS FELDER

Mayor Woodward Also Dictagraphed, Accord-
ing to Report—Admits He Was Called Into
Conference by A. S. Colyar, Who Offered
Him, He Says, Evidence That the Police De-
partinent Is Giving Protection to Disorderly
Houses in Atlanta—*“I’ve Done My Duly, It’s
Up to Grand Jury,” Says Lanford.

Developments came thick and fast yesterday following the publication
Jt affidavits, charging that Colonel Thomas B. Feldér--t.he man who freed
Charles Morse, and who used the dictagraph on Governor Cole Blease, of
South Carolina—had himself Leen didtagraplied, and had made an attempt
to secure an affidavit In the Mary Phagan murder case now held by the
police department, througl\ bribmé Se%‘etary February by the offer of $1,000.

Stinging counter charges that the Atlanta detective department is reek-
ing with graft and corruption wera hurled ai Chief Newport Lanford by
Colonel Felder, who asserts that the affidavits now In the possession of
Lanford are perjured and the c!mrges prompted by the desire to forestall
an Investigation of the department,

MY DUTY HAS BEEN DONE AND IT'S
UP TO GRAND JURY, SAYS LANFORD

“I have proved Felder to be an a'ue‘m'pted briber,” sald the chief. *‘My
duty-has been dore. It's now up to the grand jury to take action.”

It also developed that Mayor Woodward has himsclf been dictagraphed,
this instrnment being used on the ma‘yor during the course of a conversa-
tion at the Willlams house, -held 'by {he mayor, Secrotary February, of police
ciéliartnicht, A. 8. Colyar, who worked up the affidavits against Felder, and
Ed Miles, head of the Miles detective bureau.

Felder says he has viewed with his own eyes a police “graft” l(si‘ con-
taining the names of owners of gdisorderly housss in the city, which resorts are
given police nmtectlon in'return for money. This, he sald, was shown him
by G. C. Pebruary, stenographe}‘ for Chief Lanford, right hand man of that
official.

Chlef Beavers would not commit himself on the sit}mtion that has

developed by tho charges of his detective chief and the counter accusations
by Colonel Felder. He seemed pleased, however, ovor the result reputed to have
been obtained by Lanford, and said that he later would fully express his
opinion. . L

“1 cannot talk at this present time,” he stated, ing wauld not think lt
beat.”

Felder Promises Probe;
People Tired, He says.

Colonel Felder's announced exposure
of ihe detective and police department
would be carly, he sald, and exhaust.
fve. He will have the support of a
wide circle of Lusiness men and civie
authoritlies, he declared, who have
tlred of tolerating the situation he
accuses of existing. The results, he
declares, will startle tho state.

Police headyuarters s in a ferment
as.are elty hall and political circlea.
Colonel Felder stated at 10 o'clock
last night that hundreds of telephone
calls from business men and influen-
tial residents hag brought him assure
ance of support. Chief Lanford iwas
also assured of support from police and
other cireles.

Felde‘r Wanted
Affidavit, He Says.

According to ine charges made by
the detective department, Colonel
Felder was anxious to get hold of an
affidavit sccured by the police from’
J. W, Coleman, father of the dead
girl, In which he denied that he had
employed Mr. Felder to represent him
in the investigation of the Phagan
murder, declared he was satisficd with
the police, and -declared that Colonel
Felder had made every effort to secure
his consent for him to handle the in-
vestigation of the case and had prome.
ised to do so without cost to Cole-
man.

Lanford accuses the attorney of hav-
ing strlven to bribe the chiaf's stengy-
rapher, G. C, Ft.buar\', with $1,000 for
the theft of this ‘evidence. Affidavits
supporting Lanford’s charges have be:n
made -and published. Strong dental is
made of the acclsation u full by Lalo
nel Felder,

A, 8. Colyar, Jr., an ad\'enturer of no~
tionnl note, who is said to have becn
connected with' the Atlauta attorney in
his Blease investigation, Is an afflant
to & document declaring that he was
with Felder when he approached the.
dotective chlef's stenographer regard-
ing the theft of the Phagan- evldence <
In: retum “for bribe money. - . .

Lvldencc that tho attorney was lurqd—
to a roon An the Willlams house No;:
2, at Forsyth and Walton streets, We
nesday aflernoon, aud trapped !nto a8
conv ersauon wl(h olya.r and Febna.n :
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port of the alléged conversation, Fel-
der denies the conversation, averring
he was In the room only five minutes,
* Chief Lanford asserted to a report-
€1 for The Constitution last night that
premature “publication of Lis bribery
charges had folled an effort he was
naking to catch the well-known at-
torney in the act of glving money to
the man In pospsession of the Mary
I'hagan evidence,

It had heen planned, he sald, to
have Felder meet Febuary and Colyar
at some point elther In or near Deca-
tur for the turning over of the de-
sired evidence. As the attorney hand-

. ¢d over the bribe money, as proposed,
Ianford declared. headquarters detec-
tives, who would have been eye-wit-
nesgee to the transaction, would In-
stantly have nabbed him.

“The plans were to get Felder in
ecatur—out in DeKalb county, where
he would be given speedy trial and be
dealt with more scverely. e had
partly agreed to the meeting, [Feb-
uary would llkely have met him there
this coming Saturday. Colyar, how-
ever, grow mad over the delay. He
did not agree to the idea of carrying
the scheme to the extent of bribery.
Iie thought that the case, in its pres-
«nt phape. was ripe enough for proxe-
cution.

“We had g slight tiff with this man.
As a result, he tipped off the paper
which published the story, aud our
plana were rent to pleces thereafter,
The grand jury unow has tt before It

It 18 a case for them to act. For the
present, I'mi through, U've done my
work. It's now up to them.”

Htow Laaford Gat Calyar,
f.anford savs he obtiained the serv-
fees of Colyvar through {leadquarters
Detective Robert Z. Ozburn, a friend

of Colyar's. Colyar was visiting Oz-
bura at police statlon several days
ugo, sajd the chlef, and showing a de-
cided Interest in the Mary Phagan
mystery, hinted that he could be of
valuable ald in the Investigation.

He was visited personally by Chief
Lanford, the latter stated, and asked
to lend asslatance in the case. Later,
Lanford declares, he heard rumors of

Felder's alleged connectlon with the
suspected man’'s defense. Colyar, he
knew, was intimately attached to

Felder during hls dispensary invosti-
gation In South Carolina. .

The detective chief says Felder,
through a source which he will not
reveal, endeavored to bocome acquaint-
ed with some one connected with the
detective department who was opposed
to l.anford. Febuary, he says, was ap-
proached on the deal of obtaining all
the Mary Phagan evidence possessed
by the detectives,

Febuary, according to Chlef Lan-
ford, went lmmediately to his chief,
asking Instructions. Lanford ordered
him to confer with Yelder regarding
the turning over of the evidence, and
1o accept any terins named by the at-
torney, the chlef says. -

Willing to 'Fake Bribe,

"I told Febuary,” Lanford asseried,
“to tnform Felder that he would be
willing to sell the Phagan evidence,
and that he was sore on me hecause
1 forced him to work overtime too
often, and did not pay him enough.
Also to tell him that, beside the chief,
no one beside himself was able to ob-
taln tho evidence, as It was locked in
the depurtment vault,

“Colyar, na he once was a confidant
of Felder's, was employed in the dcal.
He was to assist IFelder, to be u Kind
of go-between for bhoth Febuary and
the lawyer. Everyvthing was arranged.’
The conference was held In Colyar's
room in the Williams house, and a
meeting was planned to bribe IFeb- |
uary for the desired papers.

Gives Statement Sunday,

Caustie and bitter Is the attorney’s
reply. He declares thaton Sunday he'
witl f{ssue to the Atlanta press a full
and complete denlal and reply, and
will submit affidavits supporting his
charges of corruption in the police
department.  They have been in his
yossession, he asserts, for some time,
and he had been withholding them
for his planned probe Into the police
department.

Admitting that he went to the Wil-
llams house on the afternoon on the
accused bribery attempt, Felder says
he visited the place only for the pure

pose of obtaining “graft” evidence
fromy Febuary, who had summoned
him  there. \When the stenographer

and adventurer asked $1,000 for their
possession, as stated by the lawyer,
he departed.

Colonel Fetder in Phagan Case,

Fiver sluce the Phagan story
“hroke,” Colonel ¥elder has been a
dominant figure in the investigation.
He has a oontract showing he
wias retalned by  two  prominent
business men of the Bellwood
wood community. Stories have been
circulated for several days that he
wis secretly In the employ of Frank.
His answer to these rumors s that
they were circulated by police detec-
tives to distract attentlon from thelr
practice of destroying Phagan evi-
dence which would hiave been damag-

ing to Frank's defense,
The unames of Solicitor General
Hugh M. Dergey, Mayor James G

Woodward, Pollice Commissioner Car-
1os Mason and Charles C. Jones, pro-
prietor of the Rex saloon, appear
in portions of the alleged sworn
dictagraph record attitbtued to
Colcnel  ffelder.  He gaild to a Con-
stitution reporter that during all time
of the five-mlinute interview' he held
with Colvar and Febuary he did not
mentton the name of any of these
men,

Already civie and reforin organiza-
tions have begun preparing plans for
investigations that will result.  But
even with this new situation, the work
of ferreting. out the Mary Phagan
myatery goes vigorously forward.

The Pinkertons and headquarters
detectives announced new  evidence
#riday which is published elsewhere.
olonel Felder stated last night that
Chief Tobie, the Burng man, will not
be hampered any whatever with the
new turn of affairs, but will continue
his operations as industriously as be-
fore. The grand jury resumes its in-
vestigation this morning at 10 o‘clock,

The dictagrapii, with which Lanford
charges the attorney was trapped, was
ingenicusly Installed in Room 342 of
the William house. 1t was coucealed
behind the dresser—that is, the trans-
mitter—and the wires ran through the
keyhole of the door connecting [Roomn
32 with RRoom 34, In this latter apart-
ment Georgie W. Gentry, connected
with the Southern Bell Telephone com-
pany, a shorthand expert, sat, it is
chavged, with the receivers clapped
over his ears. .

What C(olonel Felder iz accused of
having desired more than other papers
locked in Lanford’s vault, was a docu-
ment purporting to have been attested:
to by Mr. and Mrs. J, W, Coleman,
parents of Mary Phagan, who testified!
to the effect that they had never em-
ployed the attorney, and had not sanc-
tioned hils connection with the Investi-
gation. Colyar, In an affidavif, swears
that PFelder had offered him $§1,900 to
steal thigz document.

Bleane to Make Stntement.

Fypical of the militant reputation he
bears, ¢Governor Blease has notified
The Constitution’s Augusta correspon-
dent that on today he will unloosc
caustic opinfans of Colonel Felder, and
tell the public of dealings he declares
he had with the Atlanta lawyer during
the South Carolina dispensary contre-
versy. It will be recalled that Blease
some time ago Issued warning to
Felder that if he ever ventured on
Carolina ground, he would be arrested
and trled for mispractice to which he
is alleged to have resorted in the dis-
pensary investigation.

Branding the adventurer Colyar as
a crook, llar, degenerate and charac(er
of long criminal record, Colonel Felder
says that during the finvestigation In
Carollna he was visited by the man,
who affercd to place in his hands val-
uable evidence. Upon Investizgating
Colvar's record, KFelder says he found
it so unsavory that he did not care
to use him In any form, but suggested
that he display the evidence, and If it
were available, he would purchase it

Colvar. Felder states, procured three
affidavits from women. The signature
of each was slgned on a sheet of parch-
ment detached from the substance of
the document. Upon investigation, Mr.
Felder says he revealed that the papers
were false, and that the signatures
had been attached ‘to an agreement
submitted by Caolyar to take posses-
slon of immense estate bequeathed the
affiants by deceased relatives of whom
they had never heard.

“Ile Is a perjurer, a crook, a scoun-
drel,” blazed the attorney in speaking
of the man. He thrives on such crook-
ednesas as he {s striving to practice on
me.”

Cojyar's Offer to Felder,

Accusing Colyar of belng u character
with a criminal record, a crook, a
blackmafiler and a perjurer, Felder de-
clares that Colyar came to him several
days ago to offer to.obtain the re-
ported pollce “graft” list for Felder's
proposed exposiure of the deteclive de-
partment.

"I knew he was crookéd and frre-
sponsible,” sald the atlorney. “I had

dealt with him during my dispensary

investigation in South Carolina, I gls-
covered there that he was crooked, I
told him so. He said that Chiet Lan-
tord had offered to employ him to help
‘frame-up' agalnst Felder, and that
Lonford | intended performing the
‘frame-up.’

“It was to see the "graft” st that I
went to his room in the Williams
hcuse. le and Fgbuary showed two
of them to me. One was in the hand-
writing «of Beavers and ono of Lanford,
I recognized a number of names, Thoy
offered to sell both to me for $1,000,
I told them I did nol need them, but
teferred them to Mr. Miles, of tho
burean of investigation; -who I thought
could use them,

“Both Febuary and Colyar declared
they dld not want to deal with anyono
but me alone. I did not stay in the
room more than five minutes. When
they persisted in urging me to pur-
chase the ‘graft' lists, I left the place.
1 do not believe they had a dictagraph.
The manufacturers of that :nstrumeny
would not rent one to such irrespons!-
ble persons—to blackmallers, in fact.

Wil Expose Ietectives.

“I am going {fo expose the detectiva
department, and I won't be long In
doing i, Colonel Felder added. “It is
redolent with vice, and graft and cor-
ruption, Atlanta has suffered the situa-
tion long enough. It i3 now entirely
beyvond endurance. The pecopla will
tolerate ft no longer.

“Lanford knew of my ptans along
this line. Me knew 1 was going to
reveal him a grafter, a- viper. That's
why he wanted to forestall my efforts
fHe could _concelve of no better way
than this absurd mode of ringing in
a crook to fake up a lot of perjured
evidence and swear falsely to a lot
Ot. crude affidavits,

‘I have already ‘seen his ‘graft’ list.
I know most of its contents, and will
soon Investigato that which I do not
know. T could have hought It for $1,-
05)0, had 1 been the ‘buying kind. The
time has come when he and Beavers
can no longer fatten on graft. I'm
going to put an end to it o

Colonel Felder sald that his primary
intentlons were not to expose the de-
tective department In itg alleged “pald
protection” system, but to its conduc!
perteining to the TPhagan murder
Chief l.anford, he decliared, had beer
paid by forces representing the sus.
pected Frank, to destroy damagling
evidence against him, and was dally
pursuing methods to this end.

Determined on Full lxposure.

. “That was my fArst plan,” he said
Later, when Laufard opposed me sa
vigorously, I became determined to
make full exposure of hix malpractice.
l‘le got wind of it. Probably through
Colyar, I'm not sure. He fearned of
it some way. ¥is neck was in jeop-
ardy, his Job and reputation in danget.
e had to employ some means of in-
lo'rremlng me, And he tried this
What a miserable, stinking farce he
has made of himself and department.”
le also declared that he had posi-
thve evidence that Lanford and a num-
ber of headquarters detectives had
b'(-mx moving to frustrate the work of
Chief C. W. Toble, the William J
Bu‘rna man, who {3 {nvestigating the
Phagan  mystery. The sleuths, he
sald, had been already (o a large num-
ber of witnesges, cautloning them not
l? talik to the Burns men, Intimating
tl-‘:'zlnl:.m was secretly operating for
“Another thing which convinces me¢
I:nnrord is employed Ly Frank,” sald
Felder, “1g g purported  confessior
shown me by Colyar and Febuary i
the former's room in the Williams
house. The confession. they said, hac¢
been extorted from the negro, Con:
nally, whom Lanford has been hold-
Ing 1illegally  ever since hls arrest
Both Febuary and Colyur admitted
that the confession was forced fromw

the negro and was untrue, but hag

been imade to escape the torture tc

lx‘vihlch the detectives had subjectec
m.

“Destroying Ividence.”

“What [ wanted from Colyar, and
the prime reason of my visil to the
Williams house, was to procure evi.
dence to the effect that Fanford and
his detectlves were destroving damag:
ing evidence to Frank. This confes.
slen, purporting to be from the Con.
nally negro, was one of the first docu.
ments I was glown. Febuary de-
clared he had formulated it, himself
and that, although it was false, il ha¢
been extracted from the negro and
\\‘quld be used by the detrctives.”

That  James . Coleman,  step.
father of Mary Phagan had been
forced into signing the atfldavit ao:
c‘roditod to him, was declared by Mr
Felder, who stated that a nnmb.s!r ol
h‘ozulqunrlors detectives, Including
Chiet Lanford, had gone to “oth him
and his wife, and told them that it
thoy (_lld not deny thelr association
with Felder, they woulg quit wark on
the investigation of thelr daughter'y
murder, and leave her death un-
avenged. :

"1 was nat employed Ly either Mr
‘f," Mrs. Coleman,” Mr. Felder s:ﬂd:
“Fhey only sanctioned my  connection
with the case. My real retainers are
twelve or more substantial residents

of the Rellwood neighborhood, in whiel
Mary

I Phagan lved, They offered me
$500. 1 accepted, and pow possess a
contract signed by A. (. McCall and

(:.‘H. Bradley, two prominent business
men of the Bellwood commmunity.',

tmplored fo Take Caxe.

The contract was shown to a re-
porter for The Consiitutlon. It held
the signature of A. . McCall and G. H
Bradley. Mr. Felder named lwclvc.‘
or more, men of Bellwood, who, ha
sald, had implored him to come ’Into
the Mary Phagan case. He also stateqd
that a number of ladies of the city,
all of whom were soclally consplcuous'
had donated money for his romhmncc'

Colonel Felder's proposed probe oi
the police ana detective department
he satd, will be relentless and Imme:
dl.'lte.\ He will have the suppert, he
declared, of many of the.cfty's lcuvdlng
business men and capithlists. Deslar.
ing that the practices of the detective
department are glaring and  rotten,
through and through, he Intimates tha;
Atlanta i3 unconsclously fostering 4

polica “system” as foul as th

at prac-
ticed in New York before th
Rosenthal murder, ¢ famous

At Affidavits to Be Uscd.
fidavits from keepers of diso -
1y houses, it 18 gald, are nossesseildcl:v
persons in sympathy with the prd-
posed exposure. These documents, ac-
cording to reports, are to the e'rtcct
that the resorts operated by the af-
filants are afforded police protection
for graft money. It Is even safd that
a scale of prices are in effect. Colone)
I"elder states this Is a substance ot
bhia talk with Febuary, an attache
of the detective department for the
past five years.
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