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TOBIE 15 STUDYING
MARY PHAGAN'SLIFE

Burns Operative Finds New
Theory in Detailed Study
of Life of Girl] Who Was!
Murdered, |

Investigation into the life of Mary
Phagan from the time she was a child
until the day upon which she was
murdered has been the work for the
past several days of C. \W. Toble, the
investigator who {8 preceding Willlam
J. Burns in the attempt to find the
perpetrator of the crime.

The detective will not reveul his spe-
cific reasons for anccumulating a rec-
ord of the girl's Hfe, but steadlly he
has heen famillarizing himself wlith
overy dotall which It has beon possi-
ble to learn. Whoen his chlef reaches
Atlanta he will have practically every
detafl (n the MHfe¢ of the murdered girl
at his Anger tipg. 'Tobie states that
this 1s an important part of his crime
fnal investigation.

All of Tuesday morning was spent
in interviewing Mrs. James W, Cole-
man, mother of the dead girl, at her
home, 146 Liudsay street. The grief-
stricken parent broke into tears bo-
fore the examination was fAnished.
Tobfe learned that on the morning of
Mary's disappearance she had arisen
early to heip .her mother with the
day‘'s housework.

froning Sunday Frock,

Up until the time she caught the
trolley car for town, shortly after 11
o‘clock, she had been ironing a sum-
mor frock which she Intended wear-
ing to Sunday achool the following
Sunday. It stiil lies earetully spread
across the cbaly upon which she had
folded it, n oherished memento of her
bright young life.

A pathetic foature of Toble's Investi-
gation of the victim's past was his
interview with a girl employee of the
Nunnally factory., a local manufactur-
Ing concern. A number of these glirls
were intimate chums of the Phagan
girl, and it was from them that the
first floral offeving came to the une
dertaking establishment as her body
lny in the silent chapel,

“She was the hest girl that any of
us knew,” the factory ghl told the
detectlve, "She was a fne litle gir),
as good as they make them.”

Grand Jury Mects Fridny,

Solicitor General Dorsey announced
Tuesday that the Phagan cage was
ready for the graand jury, and would be
presented  next  Friday morning, It
will require three or four days, It is
predieted, for the returning of elther
a true or no bill, although it is possi-
ble the jury will finish with Lhe case
in a single day. .

In making thls announcement, the so-
licitor sald he anticipated no devel-
opment which wouwld change or alter
his =resent plang. The larger part of
th, vy was spont in procuring signa-
tuie.  \r the big batoh of stenographic
interviews obtained by Mr. Dorscy. e
wlso examined a numbor of witnesses,

The mywtorlous telephone girl, of
whom meontion was first made publicly
hy The Constitution Tuesdey morning,
telephoned the office of Solioitor Dor-
scy early that morning and informed
him that it wos she whom the detec-
tives were hunting. She offered to tell
all she knew.

Letter on P’hagan Case.

Evidence that Mary Phagan was seén
outside the pencil factory afternoon on
Mumonial day was submitted to The
Constitution Tuesday in the following
lotter from Mrs. A. A. Smith, a well-
known woman .living at 188 West
Peachtree strect:

“On Monday, May 5th, between 1
and & o'clock In the afternoon m
Whitehall street in front of High's
I heard three women in conversation.
One waa a rather stout woman, ap-
pavently 25 years o!d, and the others
were older. [ did not note the ap.
pearance of the clder women as close.
iy us 1 dld the young one, for the rea.
son that the latter Ald the most talk-

ng.

“I'hese ladies were talking about the
Phagan case. The younger onc sald
she did not like the looks of Mr.
Frank's picture, but that she believad
justice ought to be given everybody.
She snld she knew Mary Phagan wel),
and that she saw her on Whitehall
street, near Trinity avenue, about 4
o'clock on Memorial Day, after thae
parande had ended. One of the other
women sald if she knew that, that
she ought to tell the authorities.

vl was deeply Impressed with the
sincerity of this young woman and
have deeply regretred that, In the in-
terest of Justive, 1 did not ask hep
name at the time 1 overheard her cou
versation. -

“Qp strongly have T felt upon thiy
gubjoot that 1 have dared to write
this card, begging that the women re-
terred to, in some way, communicate
with the odltqr of this papeor. [ sug.
gest the editor, because 1 believe that
ha will falrly treat the Informant and
see that the Information {8 falrly used.

“I have no possible Interest in the
Pliagan case except to see justice done.

“Very truly yours,
“MRSE. A AL SMITHS
Search for the Girl in Red.

Chiet Lanford Tuesday morning ree
celved from J. W. ‘Tedder, a bhusiness
man of Kennesaw, Ga., a small com-

Continued on Page Seven.
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munity near Marietta, a letter advising
the chief to send a detective to sce him,
as he could show them to a girl who wasy
acquainted with the mysterfous girl in
red who la sald to have accompanled
Mary Phagan to the pencil factory.

Detectlves Starnes and Camp-
betl  visited him, bhut upon the
trip  to  fina the gir),  failed
to locate her, It Is rumored in Ken-
nesaw that this gir) has made a pub-
tic stafement to the effect that she
knows the girl for whom a veritable
army of detectives ha§ searched for
three weeks.

Harry Scott, assistant superintendent

of the Pinkerton offices in Atlanta, is-
sued a statement Tuesday In reply to
the assertion of Chiet Toble, of the
Burns agency, that a number of phases
of the mystery had been overlooked
by the loeal investigators, .
;. "We have overluoked nothing,” he
sald.  “We have worked upon the case
from a tiousand different angles, and
are continuing to do so as the investi-
gation progresses dally. We have been
successful to a surprising cextent, and
when our huands are revealed, the pub-
tic will readily be convinced of that
fact,” .

Poetective John Black, of pollice head-
quarters, gaid:

“The police detectives have covered
the case thoroughly. They have un-
earthed evidence which will merit con-
viction. We can fix the guilt, und we
have overlovked nothing. We have
run to ecarth countlegs thousiands of
rumord, idle and substantial, and we
have worked systematically and ener-
getically.”
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