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WOMEN DECLARE
PHAGAN MUR
MUST BE SOL

“Freedom of Murderer Is a
Menace to Honor and Life
of Every Woman,” Writes
Mrs. James Carr.

- 1

Optimistic over the prospects for
solving the Mary Phagan mystery, C.
W. Toble, chlef of the Willlam J.
Burns criminal department, told a re.
dorter for ‘The Constitution yesterday
morning that he was confident the
BInrs murderer would bé apprehended
and convicted in a surprisingly short
while.

“What It Mary Phagan were your
¢hild?” {s the subject of an eloquent
sor anade to the women of Atlanta by
Mrs, Jane F. Carr for the apprehen-
sion of the slayer. Women of all walks
of lifeund classes are uniting in one
combined cfort to assist in the investi-
gation.

Mrs. Carr's plea Is an apt iHustra-
tion of the wldespread sentiment felt
by the women of the city. It will be
recalled that six prominent women
advanced the suggestion to Attorney
Felder that Detective Burnsg be em-

Continued on Page Nine.
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SOLVE PHAGAN CASE,
URGE ATLANTA WOMEYN

pluyed, and the fund was started by
The Constitution. Women's clubs and
organlzations all over Georgla are
re ady and willng to lend every ald
possible,
Women Are Interegted,
Mrs. Carr's letter follows:

“Ty the Women of Atlantu: The
Mary Phagan case is our case, and
it behobves every woman o set
the seal of condemuation upon
lawlessness and demand that no
means shall be unused, no sxpenso
apared in bringing to justice the
foul villain who perpetrated this
unparalleled crime, I8 freodom
is a menace to the honor and jife
of every woman In ouwr communiy.

“But no mistake must he made.
Some of our most prominent men,
and g few big-hearted women, have
taken the Inftlative In  contributing
to the fund which obtains the best
dotective talent In America, and it
the increasing of that fund we
women have our opportuniy.

“Let every woman give some-
thing, however small the amount,
and in the aggrogatlon of t(hese
such a sum will be acquired ns
shalll ewmpley and reward all the
legal and detective talent that has
been ro continuously and gener-
ously glven, and will be given In
the search for the criminal,

“To systematiza this wholesule
glving, let the women in all depart-
ments of endenivor—in offices, in
planig, I stores or wherever
women congregate, select one of
thelr vunber to recelve the indl-
vidual contributions and send, as a
whole, the amount they realize to
The Constitution with these in-
structions:  ‘For the Mary Phagan
Investigalion Fund.! Let the same
plan be pursued n nelghborheds.

“let us be up and doing!

“What f  Mary Phagan were
vour child?
SMRSE. JAMES F. CARR,
“18igned)
Tobhie Gives Inferviesw,
Tobis, the Burns agent, gave an in-

terview to roporters Meonday morning
in the uffice of Calonel Felder. He
predicts a complete and early clear-
ing up of the mystery.  Already, he
gays, he hag unearthed new and valu-
able evidence.

Hig reports are belng submitted dally
to Colonel Felder and Sollicltor Gener-
al Dorsay. Both are highly plecaecd
and evince optimisam over his work. To-
bie comes direct fram Chicago, where
he is In charge of the entire criminal
department of the Burns agency. Ilis
orders, cabled from his chief In Ku-
rope, are to drop everything else and
work exclusively on the Atlanta mys.
tary,

Basing hig tnvostigation on the theo-
ry that the murderer was @ sexual per-
vert, he has formed a detinlte theory
of the crime. fBxcluding tha Idea that
the girl left the poncll plant after en-
tering at noon, he believes she was
murdered Inside the bullding.

Theory of Tobie.

Atgo, he believes that, atthough the
primary Intentlon of the murderer was
not ‘to #lay his victlm, the erime was
a deliberate vne, 18 idea of the erime
iz as follows:

“rne glry was Iaved into the rvear of
the second floor, on which were found
the hlood spots and halr strands,  Ad-
vances were madae, She rosented, at-
temipted to flee, The murderer, raging,
strove to check her. A scuffle ensucd.
Blind with madness, she waa struck.
Nhe fell backward. Her head struck
the lathing machine. The skull was
factured, Unconscious, her body was
dragged to the closet in which blooid
stiins were disgcovared.

Phe nurderer, thinking she soen
would regaln consclousness, walted and
meditated, He was an attempted rapist.
Sfhe had threatened to tell her parents.
He would bo sent to prison, poesibly
mobhed or Iynched, Doad f6lks .toll
no talea,

“\While still unconscious, the garrote
was formed fn the wrapplug cord, It
was laped around her threat as she
iy, iusensible, in  the closet, she
never rogained consciousness, The
hody was lowered to the basement to
tie burned in the furnace, A fire on
holigay  would attraet attention. it
was too risky.,  The lifeless form was
dragzed to the desolate rocess.  In the
cellpr darkness, Uhe murderer gave way
to fright. .

“Hoplng te direct susplielon to an-

" other source, the slnyer. ponned the

mysterious notes, and then fled:”
Soliclior Dorsey Buxy.

Solicitor Dorsey spgnt most of Mon.
day examing witnesses. The remains
der of the time was ocoupled In sum-.
ming up and preparing tho availabloe
ovidence for presentation to the grand
Jury. .

A statement that inapires hope In
the heart of the countless thousands
who anxiously await the (fixing of
guilt, was that made by tho Burns man
Monday mornlng. The Phagan case,
to me, he gald, is no more baffling than
the ordinary murder. My entire life
has been devoted to the solving of mur-
ders. That this one can be cleared
within less than another month ig my
prediction.

Hunt for Phoae Girl.

Hunting as relentlessly as  they
hunted tho mysterlous girl who ae-
companied Mary Phagan Lo the peneil
'plant,  headquarters deteclives are
searching for a pretty telephone gl
wha s reported to have overheard on
the night of the murder a secret tele-
phone conversation between two at-
taches of the factory.

Deotective Chlef Lanford last night
told a Constitution reporter that he
had heard from a responsible source
of a switchboard operater whe 1y re-
ported to have overheard the message.
A squad of sleuths were detalled for
the search, which will reneh practieaily
every public and private phone eox-
change in the elty,

The chief would neither deny or ad-
mit the rumor that he has learned the
tdentity of the girl. 1t Is sald, how-
sver, that other than a good deserip-
tlon of her, the xearchers are olher-
wise unequipped for thetr hunt, She is
reported to be a young gihrl, under 20,
nretty and an aperator of a nwmber of
years' gxnerience,

The conversatlon she Is rumored to
have overheard had reference to the
murder, and came over the wire dur-
ing the night of the day on which
Mary Phagan disappearved. Solicltor
Hugh M. Dorsey told the reporter that
cuntil ho had been Infurmed last nignt
by the newspaper man that he had
heard nothing of the telephone opera-
tor rumor,

; tHieard Nothing of Report.

t Colonel Felder, in behalf of Chief
CToble, of the Burns deteetive agency,
"declared that that branch of the Pha-
gan Investigation bhad heard nothing
of the reoport. The Pinkertons ‘scout
tha rumor. Hitrry Scott sald last night
that he could find at a moment's notiee
the gir! gald to have heard the con-
versation. A new figure hasg entered
the Plnkerton operations on the mys.
tery, Superintendent II. B. Pleree, who
came Lo pollee headquarters Sunday
and Monday fn Interest of the cuse,

C. . W. Toble, the Burng agent, has
more the appearance of a pollshed
business man than that of a detective,
No one would suspect that his entire
iife had been dovoted to work in crhml-
nal cireley.

His record has won him the position
of divector of the Burns crimipal de-
pirtment, the most Important branch
of that agency's opcerations, IHis head-
quarters 18 located in Chicago. Tobie
was intimately connocted with Burns
in the famous solving of the McNamara
dynamiting cases. He {s known as the
noted sleuth's right-hand man. e
has worked in connectlon with the
world’'s greatest detective dopartments,
including Scotland Yard, in kngland.

Last night a number of police de-
tectives and Pinkerton operatives,
headed by .JJohn Black, of headquartiers,
and Harry Scott, of the Pinkertons, vis-
tted the penetl factory builkding.  The
premises were scoured howrs In seavch
for clues relating 1o the avrest of the
negro  sweeper, Connolly, 1t I8 sald.
The result of the search was not made
known,

Colonrl Felder safd Monday that the
suhseriptions to the Burns fund had

slacked’ considerably that day, and
urged everyone Interested  in the
Phagan case (o ey contribufions.

The amount has passed thoe $3,000 mark,
but additional sums are needed. Money
already is at hand to retaln the amgent
now on thae ground, but $5,000, [t &
said, whl be needed to ohtain Nurns.
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