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NEWT LEE TELLS HIS STORY
DURING MORNING SESSION

Was the man who (irst asgsauited
and then bhrutally killed Mary Phagan
last Saturday night hiding Iln the base
ment of the National IPepcil company
when the watchman, Newt Let, came
down and discovered the girl's mutl-
lated body eariy Sunday morning?

This g the nquestion that rose to
everyone’'s mind, following the testi-
mony of the negro nlghlw'nl(hnnn. at
the coroner's fnquest Wednerday, In
Atrect contradletion to the evidence of
every polleceman who had been on the

gcere, the negro declared  that  he
found the body, lying faece up, with
the head toward the walll When the

polles arrived, the body was Iying face
down, with the head pointlng toward
the front of the bullding.

The most severe cross cxamination
could not shake the negro.  He stuck
to his story, never semmning to waver
for an instant. So corvineing was his
alr that it bhecamc the general idea
that the murderer muat hate heen in
the cellar at the time, walting to hurn
the body of hia vietinn. Lee's coming
down Into the cellar may have fright-
oned him away,

He declared that when he reported
for work at 4 o'clock on the afterunon
before the tragedy, his employer told
him to go home until & o'clock, ¥rank
1nnked nervous and exclited at the time,
he «atd,  He algo zald that Frank had
called htm up later in the night, to
tind if everything was all rlght, some-
thing that he had never done before.

What was thought ecarlier In the duy
to he damaging to  the negro-—his
declaration that he was positive that
1t was the hody of a white glr] as soon
a8 he saw it—was brushed astde when
he explalned that he saw the differ
enee heeause of the hafr, which was
straight and brown, totally unlike that
Of & Negress.

The same jury that wius  useds by
Coraner Donehog Monday morning wasg
reimpanecled at 9 o'clock Wednesday
morning, when the inquest reconvencd.

1uguent nt Pollee Hendgunrters,

The tnquest was held @t polfce head-
quarters. W F. Anderson, a eall of.
fleor an the police foree, wha taok
the negra’s message, whep e reported

the finding of the body, was the flrst

to testify.

He descrlibed the hody as he found
it after the negro had ted him and

other offleers to it. He stated specif-
teally that the head pointed toward
the front of the hullding and that Lhe
body was lying face down.

Minutely, he gave aill of the grew-
some deitalls of the dead girl's ap-
pearance, He told how evident 1t had
been that she had been in o strugkle
to the death, how her stocking was
torn, her shoe missing and her whole
face discolorsd by brulses and grime.
So shocking was her state, ho de-
clared, that he did not knew at first
whether she was white or colored.

He sald that her neck was knotted
around with twine and a plece of
elnth, evilently torn from her under-
skirt,

fle declared that the ataple that had .

heen used to neld the door from the
basement cloged had heen drawn.

Phywiclan Nocs Quesiloning.,

Dr. J. W. Hurt took up the ques-
tioning at this polnt.

“Could the negro have seen a body
iIving 20 or 30 feet away from whers
he was standing, by the lght of the
lantern that he earried?’ he asked.

“Mie enuld nnt" replled the pollee-
man. “At the most he could have seen
for 12 gr 16 feet, His lantern was very
old and dirty.”

Sergeant 1. J. HBrown, who also
went to the scene of the crime, was
next called hefore the jury, He cor-
roborated the other policeman’s testl-
mony, in regard to the impossihility
tor anyvoene to distinguish the race of
the zirl withont the most minute ex-
amination.  Hae alyo declared that the
wegro eould have seen nothing, etand-
fug 25 fert away from the body. It
was very hard to see, with our regua-
tion police flash lights’ e sald, “and
the negro only had a very weak lamp.
1 am surs that he eould not have secn
anvthing at & distance of 25 feetl™”

“thig is nothing but a child"” he
testfled that he exclaimed when ho
flist sasw the body, He sald that he
could nnt tell her color until e rolled

: phone for
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down one stocking und loo}md at the
knee,

He went over the revo)t!ng detalis
of the girl's condition. His testimony |
did not confllct with his’ brother of-
ticers’ in any way, but he told of some
matiers which the other had falled to
bring out,

He sald that there was dirt In her
mouth even. The negro nightwatch.'
man had told him, he sald, that he!
rarely came down Ia the cellar, but
that he had a specis) reason for dolng
so on that night.

When he was questloned about the
telephoning of the pews to Superin-
tendent Frank that the sergeant’s In- .
formation became moati damaging.

“We called up at once almost,” he
testified, but, although we told cen-
tral that a girl had been murdered
and that It wag of the utmost impor-
tance that we get the number, we could
not get In communlcation with Mr.
Frank until much later In the day.”

Blood-Stained Garments Shown,

It was then that tho most dramatle
occurrence of the whole day took
place. A one-plece purple silk dress,
dirty and tern and blood-stalned, and
a gunmetal slipper. worn by Mary Pha-
gan on the night of the murder, were
sliown to the jury,

Ben Phagan, the dead glrl's saflor
brotier, rose from his seat and looked
down on the litle heap of clothes with
eves that tragically satared. For a
moment he atood ao, and then walked
out, his head bowed, his hands over
his eves,

Upon being recalled, Officer Ander-
pon testiffed that the body of the girl
had siUll been warm whon he came
there and that blood was flowlng from
some of the wounds.

Polles Serweant L. 8 Dohbg, who
was next ecalled, -identified the notes
that had bheen found by the girl’s
Lody. Ile declared that, atter a
minute examination, ha had been able

te- say with authority that the hody
was that of a white girl 13xternal
appearances, he sald, tended to show

that the body Bbad peen d!ag'gnd und
thrown into the corner.

He sald that after examining the
body he turned to the negro watch-
man and gcensed him of having elther
committed the crlme or of knowing
something of it. "'he negro, he said,
denled all knowledge of the affalr

Rend Note to -Negro,

He sald that he then read him the
note in which the glrl Is purported
to have wrliten: “Tall, black, thin ne-
sro dit this. He will try to lay It
on night—-" The negro then replled,
ne  declared, "That means  nie—the
night watchman”” .

Other evidence simply corrohorated
the testimony of his brother officers.

Newt Lee, the negro night watch.
man, was called on the stand at 11:48
o'clock. Ho testifled that Fronk had
especially Instructed him to come to
work twe houra earller than usual
that Saturday, because of its being a’
nollday.

“Go oul and have some more fun,”
¥rank told hlm when he came to work
at 4 o'clock, he declared. Ie explain-
ed that he made n round of the bulld-
ing every half-hour, only going to,
the basement when he had an \musualx
amount of time on his hands.

He sald that Frank was atill in LheE
tullding when Gantt, a former book- f
keeper, catme to the door and asked tok
be allowed In to get an old palr of
shoes that he had left {naside, The ne-
gro declared that he had told Gantt:
that u was against the rules, but that!
he would ask his employer.

Frouk Looked

Lee declared  that
frightened when he told him that
Gantt was downstairs, e thought
that this might have been caused by
Frank's fear that the olher, whom ha
fad receutly quarreled with and dis-
charged, might “do him dirt”

fle gald that Gantt gout the shoes,
wrapped them up and nmusle an en-
sagetient with xomeene over the lelg*!
2 o'cloek that wight, The
was umthle to say who Gantt
had talked to, bul he said that It was
A lady,

“fiow did you know?" he was asked
iy the nane,” he repiicd. He could
not remomber the name when further
questioned, however,

e sald that he saw Gantt lmvc.
passing an down the street. le sald
that he did not know whon Frank
feft, however. e explitlned the super-
lutcndcnl might have come buck at
any tlme, anyway, as be had a koy.

11 sald that e went down Into the

rightened.
frank jooked

pagement at about T e'clock, after
maklng a round of the bui)dmg He
Pdeclared that the gus Jet, which he

" fiad loft huening when he lott before,

that mornlng, was not burning as
brightly as before,
rank Cuilx Up, .
1o saild that shortly after this

rrank called up to find it everything

was all right. "It la as far as 1
know,” he declared ho answered,

Ha sald Frank  called before  at
night.

When he declareq that he had found
the body 1ying with the face up, the

K TWO MECHANICS QUESTIONED
AT THE CORONER’S INQUEST ”

J. A, WHITE. .

coroner directly asked him, “Why du¢
you turn it over”™

“I aldn’t,” stoutly averred the no-
gro.

Iie declared that he had punched the
time clock every half-hour; that he

‘himself had put in a fresh sllp with

Frank. -

Ite sald that when hefirst saw the
body in the basement 1t had locked
very ague in its outline, and that he
thought that boys had put {t there to
frighten him, 1t was only when he
gaw the bBloody face and straight hals,
he snid, that he rccoguined It as tho
body of a white woman. e then be.
came frightened and called up the po.
ltee.

He said that hoe had been told by
emiployers on Sunday following his
nrrest that he had punched the clock
regularly Saturday night.

o emphatically declared Umt. his
lantern had been cleaned Friday and
that It was In good condition. ¥He said
that & negro tiroman (Knelliys) prob.
ably had a Key to the buck door of
the building, kept open during the
day. .
Thinks Me Sow Glrl,

J. G. Bpler, of Cartepsville, testified
that Saturduy afternoon at about 4
o'clock he passed the faclory and saw
In front of It a 17-year-old gl and a
man asout 25 years old, both very
much excited. He sald that he came
bacike nearly an hour later and noticed
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The two mechanics who were the last

workmen to leave the National
frencil company on Saturday after-
noon. Leo M. Frank was In the

buflding when they went out,

_the same couple standing at the same

place,

He salil that he visited the bodv at
Bloomfield’s | undertaking establish-
ment and was sure that the dead -glrl
wis tho sume onc that he saw Satur-
day gafternoon. He sald that Frank
had the same “ontline” as the man he
gaw, but would not Identify him posi-
tively. Mr. Spler's testhnony breought
the mornlug sesslon to a cloge.

Friends of L. M. Frank, superintend.
ent of tho Natlonal Pencll company,
gave out yesterday for the first tima
thelr theory of how Mary Phagan came
to her traglc death. They visited the
gcone of the clme, and, clatming that
Frank has been unjustly held amd
questloned by the police, they are
pointing out how the girl could hav.
been robbed, assaulted and murdered
without anyono ronnoeeied with the fa .-
tory knowing anything about it. -~

They point to .the foot of the stalv-

way by whlch the girl wonld havo Tott |
the factory and show hm\* easuy a Mman
could haveihjaden behind tho ralling,
which ‘1s olosely -boarded up.

“The foul-eiminal,” they state, “knéw
it was pay day, and as 1t was Mom'~
rial day, the place would close early
fn the afternoon. He could have hid-!
den at the foot of the stairway and
when the girl came down the steps
with her money In hor purse, selzei |
her and thrown her {nto the hole which |
I1eads to the basement to the left of the
eloevator shaft. It cowld nll have bezan
done 8o swiftly by a strong-armed man
that ths glrl would have had no time
to make an outcry before she was in-
“sensible in tho bascment,

“Then the criminal conld have qulck-
1y followed on the ladder that stool
{n the hole and led from the first floor
to the basement. Down {n tho basg
ment he had ample opportunity to carry
out hils hellish purposes, His exit was

eagy, ns has been shown In the ngwi-
papers. No one could have heard or
seen  the erime  committed who was

passing In the street or who was on
the second or thira floors!

*Weo are not advancing thnorles in
the defense of Mr. Frank," states §. S.
Sellg, who was among those who mad?

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

—_—

an lnspectlon ot the fnoto b
day, “for ho needa no de(enae. : ;
theory we auvance s 50 mnuslblo and
"fits so well into the ‘clues -that: havi -
been found that it {s remarkable the ofe-
,ficers have not ‘worked along that 1hs,
'"fhe girl's parasbd] . was found at thy |
.faot of the ladder, where it could have |
’rullen when she was thrown into th:
|hole. " That the purse and money wers
i missing shows that' thore was robb.ryv
(RS W ell as assault and murder. RS




