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PINKERTONS HRED

10 ASSIST POLICE
PROBE THENURDER
OF MARY PHAGAN

For Hours Detectives Labor
With John M. Gant, For-
mer Employee of National
Pencil Company and Al-
leged Admirer of Pretty
Mary P!lagan.

SISTER OF PRISONER
ADMITS SHE DECEIVED
ATLANTA DETECTIVES

Told Them Gant Had Not
Been Home When He De-
clared He ,Was in Bed.
Now Admits Story Untrue. -
Gant Caught in Marietta, -
With Suit Case Filled With
His Clothes. e

Desplte the fact that four suspecis
in the Mary Phagan case are held at
police staticn, two white men and two . -
negroes, the detective department Is
not satisfted, and the city is being
scoured for ecvidence that will lead
to the arrest of the gullty party.

Last night the Pinkerton detective
department was engaged®by Leo M.
Frank, president of the National' Pen-
il company, to ald the local afficers
in the search for the man reasponsi-
ble for the brutal murder, commit-
ted Sunday morning In the plant of
his company on Forsyth streel.

All day Monday detectives \\orkod
dillgently for aevidence which would
throw light upon the mystertous kili-
ing, and when nlght came they were
baffled. The most careful investiga-
tion fatled to 575w that any one had
seen the girl since she left the fac-
tory, where she drew her pay Satur-
day aftarnoom. Beveral poople said
they thought they had seon her, but
none were positive. All the evideueg, o
too, ptoved the. g‘ood character of : the
victim. Members of het tamliy neigh-
bors and her fellow workerh united
ln paying tribute to her good qualmcs.~

Gant Given
Third Degree..

Desgperately striving to force -the
confession that ho is the murderer of
Mary ‘Phagan, third: degree experts ot
pollce hesdquarters labored until mid-
nlght Monday with John M, Gant, the
young - bookkeeper arrested in Marlot-
ta yesterday afternoon on the direct
¢chargo of murder,

Ho stoutly protests tnnocence:

“I was at home Saturday night by
10 o'clock—in bed and asleep.”

His sister, Mrs. I, C. Terrell, of 248
Kast Linden street, with Whom he
{ved, told detectives Sunday night:

“Mr. Gant left here a morith ago for
California,” T haven't seen him since.
e has not been here at any time
within the past feur weeks” .
Sister Admits N
Deceiving Detectives,

Monday afternoon, however, she told
1 reporter for The Constitution that
Gant had been at her home Saturday
ind Sunday nights, She also admitted

-
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having told the detectives a story to

tha contrary. T

* L knew they were detectives—1 Med
Jobyi was hero Saturday night. MHe
was here Sunday night, too. 1 d1dn't
want the detectives to know it
though.” o
. Gant left Atlanta carly Monday
morning. Police headquarters learned
he had caught a Marfetla trolley car.
The police of that place .wag notiffed.
e was arrested the moment he
stepped from the car.

‘Detective Haslctt rushed hin te po-
1f¢ca headquarters at 4 o'clock in tha
efternoon. Immediantely, he was clos-
eted with Chief Lanford, A squad of
detectives and criminal experts puiled
off thelr coats, rolled thelr sleeves and
prepared for a determined siege, which
they vowed would not e¢nd untit they
had been convinced that Gant was
efther gutlty or innocent,

They were still 1ocked with the sus-
pect at midnight. JFvidently, he was
undergoing tho ordeal with fortitude.
Had an admission been made, he une
doubtedly would have emerged from
the office. The charge againgt him ty
murder, e will not be allawed bond,
vigitors or communication  with the
outsfde world,

Davelinnents In the horrible myve.
tery cawne thick and fast Monday. Ar-
rest followed nrrest. Five were made
In Al Three were made Monday, The
first of these was the taking intor-cus-
tody of Two M. Irank, jpresident of
the pencll factory.

- His detalnment was more in the na-
ture of an investigation.  After an
hour's interroxation ho wag rveleased,
Upun his appearance gt headquarters,
e wads gcecommpained Uy ceyntel and
refused to make 4 statement of .y
character until his attorney had been
vonsulted,

it was largely npon Frunk’s testi-
many that tas seareh for Gant cone
tinued. Hae told of the Nouth's ape-
parent Infatuation for the dead gl
his appearance at the factory Ljlding
at plahtfall Saturday, and of his talk
with  the suspected  watehman, Newt
Lo, the negro bebleved to have been
implicated in the crime,

Gant by former employee of the
penctl plant, He wWas o bockkecoper
conneetol with the office foree, Ad-
mitting that héee was an intimate aes
mqintanee of the slatn wirl, he de-
clares, howover, that he hidd not geen
her sinee he left the concern, )

“Iowent to the factory hailding Sate
urday night abhont 639 o'clock,” he
savs. L wanted to goet o pair of shoes
] had left in the place wien [ quit,
three weeks ago. [ went to Mr. Irank
and then to the negro watchman, When
1 got the rghoes, 1 left and havoe not
heen bhack since. 1 swear | have not,
wnd 1 have not seep Miss Phagan”

The first®intimation given of his
sugpected complictty In the deed was
gained  from  the negro  watchman
Monday afternonn, e was wndergo-
ing rigid questioning by detectives,
They were belng acsisted hy 1. Y,
RBrent, of the W, L Treadwell comipas
ny. The negro once was ah employeq
of Mr. Brent's, who had volunteered
to assist in the investigation. .

After three hours of gruelling third
degvee, Mr. 8rent =aid to the prisoner:
“I know what's the trouble. Somae-
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In the upper picture is shown victim’s mother, Mss. Fannie Coleman ; stepfather, J. W, Coleman, and sister and two brothers; next an artist’s sketch of Mary Phagan;
and in the bottom picture the cyrious crowd that thronged in {ront of Bloomfield’s undertaking establishment, to which the body had been taken.

one you are fajthful to killed that gir),
You know all about it T wouldn't
be surprised {f you didn’t have a hand
in I yourself, You don't want to
tell beeaure you swant to shicld who-
ever murdered her,

“Your ’Loyaliy . ,
Or Neck.” o :

“I'm going to tell you this—it's just
o qguestion of loyalty or your neck,
You - ean't keep but one.”

“Yesstr, Mr. Brent; that's a fact. 1
Know that”

His Hps were trembling and he shift-
ed nervously. It was apparent that
he was collapsing. His questioners
walted eagerly for an expected con-
fession. The negro checked himself,
moistened his  lipy, reallzed  the ime
port of his words, and recovered.

“But 1 don't know nothing. 1 don’t
know a thing.'

HMis repiles to the thousands of qites-
tions hurled at him was an Incessant
relteration of hig first story—the story
of the hody's discovery. When this
falled to check the onslaught of
queries, he fo1l to answering them with
the stereotyped rveply:

“I don't know. 1 don't know a
thing.” . .

He was sgent back to prison. Hero.
after, he wilk be contined to the dun-
geon. The police are eonfldent of thelr
susplelon.  The negro cither was Im«
plicated In the murder, they say, or
was acquainted With (ke slayer,

After an all-night hunt for Gant,
police headquarters wag notitled enrly
;Monday mworning that tie hunted man
was seen al an early hour, departing
ihurrfedly from a siloon directly ascross
(the street from the building in which
the nurder occurred. Herbert Schiff,
assistant superintendent of the plant,
wasg sitting in hig office when heo upled
the ex-bookkeeper hurrying from the
aalaon,

Schiff Calls

Police Station.

Bchift called polce statlon. The
trall was lost, though, before sleuths
could reach Forsyth street. Detectives
were sent to every street and rallway
station, equipped with a description
of Gant. An acqualntance notified the
police that the wanted man had board-
ed a Marvictia car at the ‘T'ransporta.
tion boilding on Walton strest.

Marfetta was wired and ordered to
arrest QGant by all means, 1o wag
eaught and detained In the Cobb county
all untll the arrival of Detective Has-.
[tett.  Ile was equlpped for a long
tourney, carrying a well-filled suitease,
| He used it to shleld Wiy face from the
battery of newspuper cameras that ate
ftacked hhwn upon his arrival at pollce
lheadquarters.

Mary PleK, & ghtl employoe of the
¢ -

pencil factery, sald Monday that sne
had often heard gosg'p concerning

Gant's infstvation for the DPhagan

girl,

The negro watchman told dotectives
that Gant had remained in the factory
buflding twenty or thirty minutes Sat-
urday night. While searching for the
shoes, Leo mald, he had gone ta the
oftico on the sccond floor, and talked
over the telephone in low tones with
a'girl or woman, ‘The conversation
was & lengthy ong, the walchman de-
clared,

“Mrs. Terrell told Deteetives Luther
Trooks and Y. T. Allen Sunday night
that Gant had Dbeen to (alifornia
for a month, and that she had not
heard from him any whatover during
that time.

Worried Over
Failure to Write,

She expressed worry over his fail-
ure (o wrile,  Usually, she deetared,
e had alwaysg sent her weekly letters
or posteards whenever leaving the eity,
The story she told The Constitution
reporter Monday, though, s contra-
dictory to the statement she made to
tha detectives,

Telling the veporter that she Inten-
tlonally had misled the deteetives, she
sald It was done because she did not
want them to arrest her brother.

Another phase wag added to  the
tragedy whon a sleeping couch was
discovered in thoe hasement in which
the girl's mutilated bLody was fouund,
It I3 an lmprovised couch, constructed
ot boxes and covercd with a number
or c¢racker and tow sacks, 1leeent
tracks of a woman's shoe were found
nearby in the sawdust flooring.

The murder evidently occurred upon
the flrst or sccond floors. Strauds
of bloody hair of o shnide comparing
with the haly of the dead girl, were
found on a lathe machine on the scc-
ond fioor. ‘The lnstrument wus algo
splctchied with erimson.

Because of the Intense feellng and
excltement, naturally prevalling
among the hupdreds of fenale em-
ployees of he plant, the manage-
ment Monday morning deemed 1l
prident to shut down for the day. The
doors were e¢losed and g policeman
statfoned at both the FPorsyth and
Hunter street entrances. Until dusk,
large crowds of the morbidly curious
flocked around the place, discussing
tho murder and seeking entrance to
the basement in which the corpse was
discovered.

Inquest Set
For Wednesday.

Tue only persons allowed §n the
basement, however, were thoses who
accoempanied the coroner's jury on Hs

tour of investigation carly Donday
morning. Coroner Donehvo, after em-
paneling a jury, postponed the hear-
ing untll detectlves weare uble to
gather more definite ovidence. The
inquest wlill  be held 'Wednesday
morning at 10 o'cloek in the Bloom-
fleld undertaking establishment,
Mra. Coleman Better,

Mrs, Coleman, mother of the slaln
girl, although wnot entirely recovered
from the shock of Sunday, was much
improved Monday. She was feeble and
had te be confined to her home. Plead-
ing with her husband to escort her
to the undertaking establishment to
view her dnughter's corpse, she insist-
ed that she be earrled there.

Her physieian would not perrit, It
is thought, howéver, that she .11 be
able to attend the funeral today.
Throughout Sunday and Monday neigh-
borhood friends ¢f the bereaved famlly
flocked to the modest lttle hiome on
Lindsay street, consoling the parents
and brothers and sisters of the dend
girl,

For a ttme Sunday afternoon and
early that night fears were felt for
the msafety of the negre watchman
suspected of complicity In the crime.
Reports that a moh of white men was
being formed, caused- Chief Beavers
to hold a reserve of a half hundred
mounted policomen n  headquarters
until late at night,

The only trouble encountered, howv-
ever, wag by Chief Lanford, Detectives
Starnes and Black, Boots Rogers, dri-
ver of the automobile in which the
sleuths visited the factory, and a re.
portet for The Constitution who wue-
companied the party, It occurred
shortly after daybreak.

The Constitution’'s exclusive extra
had drawn o Jarge crowd of men and
boys to the pencll fiatory, The negro
was being taken from headduarters
to the scene of the crime. When he
eame from the bullding and was placea
in the automoblle, threatening re-
markg came from the crowd . that
thronged around the machine.

“He . ought to be lynched,” sald a
heavy-set man who edged close to the
rear seat, in which sat the detective
chlef and his prisoner,

“Yes,” sald ancther, “and I'd help
do i

The englines were running, Starnes
and Bilack had not climbed into the
machine,. XLanford called to Rogers
to hwrry away., Without walting fov
the two detectives or the reporter, the
machine rughed down Forayth street,

White Slavery Pheory Advanceed,

Equipped with evidence indicating
that Mary Phagan was the vietlm of a
whito slavery plot that was folled only
by her brutel murder, deteetivés have
turned thelr investigation to an on-
tivrely new phaso of the batfling mys-
tery. :

Police headquanters has been lu-
formed of a garishly attired woman
seen shortly before mldnight Saturday
in company with two youths and a reel-
Ing, weeping girl answering the deasl
glel's description convineingly.

They were secn at Alabama and Tor-
syth  stroets, only w short distance
from the bullding in which sho was
murdered. The girl was sobbing and
was being Jed by the mysteriousg wome«
anm The two youths Tfollowvd close
behind, murmaring coaxing words in
her car.

The woman wad saying:

“Comie along, now, denvie. Don’t cre-
ato & scene,  You'll atteact the cops.”

"I'he girl, was sobbing:

“l don’t care! X don't care!"

The strange quartetto turned down
Forsyth strect In directlon of the pen-
cll factory. ‘They dlsappearsd in the
darvkness of the plant bullding.

W. Il. Gray, a conductor ot the
Buckhead trolley lne, however, noti.
fied the detective -department Monday
afternoon of the mysterions quartette,
Detectives were gent immediately to
guestlon him. Energy s being con-
‘clemrnted to Investigation along thisg

ne,




