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‘| AMNT GULLTY,
SAYS JOHNM. GANT

“I Was Not in Love With
Mary and She Was Not
With Me,” Asserts Man
Accused of Murder.

“1 a1 not ki Mary Phagan.. 1
haven't seen her within a month. They
accusc me falsely. I'm innoeent and
will swear It by heaven above”

John M, Gant, the youthtul
Keeper arrested on the charge of mur-
dering Mary Phagan, sat In the detees
tive chief's offiee at police headquar-
ters last night, looked his questioners
aquarely in the eyes, and sweepingly
denfed all accusutions. R

“I went 10 Murietta to tuke charge
of a farm | have bought., My folks live
there. 1 had been platnning to go for
several wecks,  Surely, the mere fact
that 1 went to Marietta {an't proof con-
wlusive that 1 killed the ghrl”

IMuces the Detectives.

e talled  frankly, never
fng his gaze from the eyes of
detectives wha quizzed hlm. e
handsome youtn, six feet and four
inches tall, spare framed, active and
siipple limbed, His black, curly halr
falls over the forehead, and I8 clipped
clogely in the back, while the forcloncks
arc long and wavy,

An hour or go after he had heen
eloseted with Clilet Launford and detee-
tive experts, he wak admitted to the
miln roo of the detestlves' quarters,
where lie was permitted to tatk to the
nespaper reporters, He conversed
Trankly, answerling questions promptly
and [reely.

“Im yot gullty, ) might he a4 vietim
of circumstance, but they can't prove
A thing on me. They mizht as well
stop. It would suve timme and lubor,
If they'd devote the energy thes re de-
voting to e to hunting the real mur-
derer, thev’d citteh him a whole lot
quicker,” :

There wits o tone of surcasim in his
valce as he wlhuled to hiy accusers.
He was not bitter, and seemed not
the sliglitest perturbed over the pre-
dicament.

Smw Memorlal Parcoade.

“Now, 1I'll tell you exactly what I
did Saturday.  Flrst, § saw  the Me-
morial parade. Then [ got with some
friends and we walked over town a
Mitle, here and there, but to no par-
ticular place. J was Intending to leave
town Monday. A pair of old shoes 1
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had worn a month agoe were down at
the pencly factory. 1 used to work
there, you Know, and they were left

on the tirst floor,

“I wanted tn get them, and asked
Mr. Frank, the prestdent of the plant,
It 1 conld get into the building., 1le
safd | eould, and referred me 1o the
negro nightwatehman, | got Into the
building and fownd the shoes. T didn't
stay but o xhort while,  About 7:3
o'clock | met two friends. We went
to a pool room uptown and playved pool
until 10:30 o’clock. T Qidn't play, but
sat around and watched the other fol-
lows.,  When 1 lefi the pool yoom, I
went directly to my sister's hotne on
Lindzn street. She met me at the
sQaor. 1 went stralght to bed and was
asleop almnst the moment 1 hit the
mattress,”

Gant deudaves RJe did not see The
Constitution’s exclusive oxtra Sunday
morning, und that he did not kunow of
a murder until informed Sunday night
of the story in the extra.

“Where were you when told of the
murder?” he was asked.

Learnn of the Murder.

“I ot up lute Sunday morning.
Thut uight, T went to sec Mlys Annie
Chambers, of 18 \Varren place, with
whomn 1. have heen golng ever since
, Christmas.  We were sltting In the
parlor. " Her lHttle brother, Philip, came
in and gatd he had read The Constitn.
tion’s story of a girl being murdered
in the penci] factory,

“T was acqualnted with most of the
girls that worked there. 1 asked him
what was the girl’'s name,

N don't know, he answered.
haven't fdentiticd her yet! It was
about 8 Weloek at pight, thep,  That
was the thrst 1 knew of the killlng.
When [ ieft Miss Chambers’ home )
waent to my sister's house and to hed.”

Peclaring that he had never gone
with the Phagan girl, Gant ridicuicd
the rumor that he was Infatuated with

“Phey

ceelved it let alone co

her. She was beautififl, he admitted,
and a girl loved by every vmployee in
the plant.

“When she was a little girl, ahout
ten years ago”” be gald, “I knew her in
Marietta. ‘Chey lived close to the home
of my Gunlly in Cobb county. Then £
Kkuew her agnin when she worked fn
the penell factory. [ had never pald
her any partieudar attention, and was
not in love with hev, T don't gucess she
was in love with me. She never sald
anything, if she was, and she didn’t
show any slgns that would Indicate 1t

Gnnt Hetalns Counsel,

1 eould wring the neck of whooever
acenses me of such a thing” he blazed.
“1t’s the most atrocious erime I've oo
heard of, I never could have con-
mmit it. The man
{5 o murderer who would unjustifiably
acengse another of such a deed.”

Judge George I Gober, a distant rel-
ittive of the suspected youth, and sen-
{0y member of the 1irm of Gober, Jaclk-
son & Leay, has been retalned as coun-
sel for Gant. He mude an fmmediate
demunit Monday vlght for pretiminary
hearings. Chlef  Lanford  declined,
Gober stated that he would tako out
hitheas corpus proceedings instantly.

The warrant agalnst Gant was |s-
sued by Justice B M. Powers to De-
teetive Oshorne, It eharges murder.
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